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PREFACE '

OUR Saviour hath at all. times had a true

churchin the world, compofed of his faith-

ful followers, who verify their profeffion, by
lives of holimefs and purity. Perfons of this
chara&er, we might be led to think would be
more fpecially prote®ed againft many of the
common dangers of life by a kind Providence
But alas, that is not alwayvs the cafe; for Gop
has for wife ends ofien fuffered his church tobe
gready affl:&ed, and f{ometimes forely perfe-
cuted. The beft of men have been accounted
as fheep for the flaughter. And the powers of
Erth and Hell huve often been united to de-
ftroy this vineyard of the Lord.  Fow many
kings and emperors in diffcrent ages have perfe-
cnted the pious with fire aud fword, and every
kind of cruelty 2 However, thofe affliGions
have had a tendency to wean them from the fa-
ding joys of this world, to exercife their virtues,
and to render them meet fubje&ts of a fure vi&t»
ory at laft. But leit the faithful fhould be toa
much depreffed, and be inclined to defpair of
any profperity to the church in this world, an

to encourage their hopes, to animate their zeal,
and to infure a certain profpe& of fuccefsat laft
to the righreous in this ftate of trial ; and finala
ly erernalfelicity : findry prophecies have been
sxhibited to them, efpecially by the prophet
Daniel ;and St. John in his revelations: in

which there is predited fome of the greateft
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events that thould happen to the church, and in
the world, from the time of thofe prophecies to
the end of time. ’Tis a fhort portrait of the
ftate of moft of thofe matters, held forth inems-
blems, figures and hieroglyphics ; whichin due
time have, or fhall be unravelled, and explain-
ed in accomplifhment. But in many particulars
it is next to impoflible to difcover the pariicular
means, and the manner "y which thefe events
are produced, until they tuke place ;- for they
are often occafioned by revotutions accompanied
with peculiar circumftances, which the moit
penetrating eye could not difcern until difclofed
by faltss However, thereis a general key to
thefe myfteries, and that is, in the firft place the
shurch’is afflicted andin a deprefled ftate ; aftere
wards fhe is vitorious and triumphant. ’

In this great drama there is exhibited a num-
ber ef interelting fcenes« The true church is
reprefented by the emblem of a woman adorned
in a glorious manner, being clothed with fun-
beams, and refulgent light ; Randing elevated
on the moon, and crowned with twelve glitter=
ing ftars, whilft the is the mother of a fair pro-
geny. When on the other hand as fhe is en.
compaffed with many inveterate enemies, fe
flies to the wildernefs for an afylum, and there
eontinues for the fpace of forty-two monthse—
A huge menfter, a great red dragon is eager to
devour her fon ; who is faved by the interpofis
tion of Heaven. Woes after Woes fucceed,
a ftar is reprefented as falling from Heaven, to
whom power is given to open the bottomlels
pit, from whence iffue locufts who darken the air
with their innumerable bands, and fhould be
permitted to torment men, to fuch a degree,
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that they thould feek death rather than endulh
their calamities. ,

A fecond woe is the loefing four Angels bound
in the great river Euphrates, who with their
Innumerable hofts, fhould {lay the third part of
mankind. But a more formidable enemy to the
faints than thefe, is a beaft defcribed as having
{even heads and ten horns with ten crowns on
the fame with the infcription of blafphemy ow
them. And his power is exceeding great over
many people, and nations, he fhould make war
with the faints, and overcome them, and con-
tinue the long period of forty-two prephetic:
months, amounting to one thoufand two hun-
dred and fixty years. Nearly conne&ed with
this beaft, is a noted falfe church, reprefented
by a woman, who fits as a queen clothed in an
imperial habit of .purple and {carlet, adorned
with the richeft attire and coftly pearls, hold~-
ing in’ her _right hand a golden cup, with
which fhe exhibits her fafcinating -wine to the
kings of the earth. But fhe perfecutes, andis
drunk with the blood of the faints! Thefe are
the priacipal enemies of the church and are led
on by Satan the grand enemy of maunkind.

On the ather hand the woman; or true church,
has her affiftants or defenders.  viz- Two faith+
ful witnefles efpoufe her caufe, who are. like
two golden candlefticks who conftantly illumin=
ate crue believers with their light, tho® through
the courfe of their teftimony they are clothed in
laccloath ; yet great power is committed to.them
todefend themfelves and deftroy their enemies;
rea if any attempt to hurt them, fire proceeds
vt of their mouths and confumes their enemiess
Fhey have power (as Mofes or Elijah) to fhus

' ‘ Az
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"Heaven that it rain not, and- turn waters into
blood, and infli® woes and plagues on earth at
pleafure. And altho the beaft that afcended
from the bottomlefs pit fhould make war upon
them and overcome and kill'them ; yet in the
fpace of three daysand a half they fhould rife
again, and to the aftonifhment of their adverfa-
ries afcend to Heaven.

But thisis not all, Heaven itlelf interpofes
in the conteft, and feven Angels are commiffion-
ed from the throne and temple of Gob to pour
out their vials full of the wrath of Gow®, upon
antichrift, and a1l the enemies of the true church,
‘which preves their final overthrow at laft.—
“The whore of Babylon, who once fat as a queen
muft fall; and dreadful ruin and deftruction
muft attend her atlaft. ¢¢In one day, death,
mourning, and famine fhall arreft her, and fhe
thall be utterly burnt with fire : and her adhe-
rents the kings of the Earth, and her rich mer-
chants fhall not be able (in the hour of her dif-
grefs) to adminifter any relief to her. But for
fear, ftand afar off, and with defpairing grief
bewail her final ruin, and cataftrophe with loud
lamentations.’” But to conclude the final de-
ftru@ion of all the enemies of the true church,
the great Mefliah is reprefented as leading the
armies of Heaven againft the beaft, and the
kings of the Earth, who made war upon him,
%¢ and the beaft and falfe prophet are taken and
caft into the lake of fire and brimftone,”” and
here the great conteft ends. And in confe-
quence of this vitory of the church, Heaven
refounds with praifes and acclamations of joy to
the Almighty Conqueror. .

Then follows the pleafing fcenes of the firfk
fefurrcdion, and the rewarding the faithfil
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martyrs and confeffors, and Satan’s being bound
a thoufand years; during which time, the
church tall enjoy a glorious reftand fabbatifm,
called the millennium j at the clefe of which,
Satan fhall be loofed for a thort feafon, and
fhall feduce and deceive gog and magog, who .
in numbers like the fand of-the fea, fhall at-
tempt to invade the ehurch, and the beloved
city ; but by thesintervention ef Providence,
thefle enemies fhall be miraculoufly deftroyed.—
And foon after, approaches the tremendous day
of judgment and the general refurrection of the
dead, and the final clofe of all terrelirial thingse
And then enfues the happy and cternal flate of
the bleffed in the new Heavens arnd new Earth.
On the principal part of thefe impertant fub.
je@s, I bave ventured to make fome Effays, or
Diflertations ; in- which I have aiued at plain«
nels and brevitys One motive that induced me
to this undeataking, is becaufe I am of opinion
that many of the prophecies are at prefent ful
filing, by the prefent revolutions in the world.
But, as many things in thefe prophecies ate
dark and intricate, clothed with metaphors and
emblems, I hope whillt I am treating of them,
1o have the candor of the courteous readers

Eranby, September, 1800.






DISSERTATIONS, &

e s

CHAP. L
Ou the Fews.

S the mation of the Jews have been one of

the moft noted, and remarkable people in

the world, 1 hope a fhort, (tho’ imperfed) acs -
sount of them, will not be difagreeable, They
ire all the children of the patriarch Abraham ;
ind the firft name given to Abraham and his de-
cendants, was that of Hebrews; which fome
'erive from Heber, the fifth in defcent from
Voah ; but after Jacob had conferred upon him
he great name of Ifrael, his defcendants pre-
erred the appellation of Ifraelites, to that of
Iebrews : tho’ the neighboring nations flill
alled them by the latter name. After the
rabylonith caprivity, when the tribe of Judah
ecame by much the moft confiderable that was
ft of Ifrael, this people began to be called by
i name of Jews; which they ever retained,

1d by which shey arg fill known among all the
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matieris where they are difperfed. The Jews
it is wellknown were formerly a diftin& people,
inhabiting that part of Syria called Judea, or
in a larger fenfe Paleftine. And the land of
Canaan or Palettine may be taken in a twefold
fenfe ; the larger terminated fouth on the def-
art of Sin or Cades, north on mount Lebanus,
eatt on the river Euaphrates, and weft on the
Mediterranean Sea- Deuts xi, 24, Jofiiei, 3, 4
Buery place which the fole of your fect fhall tread
upom, that have 1 given you, from the wilderne/s
of Parany even to Lebanus, and ta the great river
Euphrates, and to the great fea fhall be your
codffs According to thele beund:ries, the exe
tent of the ¢ wuntiy was very coafiderable and
large : bur Canaan the lefer is more circume
feribed, and extends from the wilderrefs in the
fouth, to Lehanus in the north 3 and frem Jor-
dan in the eait te the Mediterranean Sza on the
weit, the leagth thereof being about one hun-
dred and f{ixty miles, and the breadth not much
exceeding fifiy milese  The leffer divifions of
the holy land were Judea, Samuria, Galilee, &c.
Judea was bounded north on $amaria to the
village Aunach, fouth on Arabia, eafl on the
river Jordan, and weft on the Mediterranean
Jeca.  This again was divided into the Moun.
tains, the Plains, and the South.

. The fouth lay toward Sier, and Amalek, and
at the utter moft part of the dead fea; and ex-
tevded to the rifing of the mountains, not far
beyond Hebron ; the mountains began not far
from Hebron, and ran nor:liward to, and be.
yond Jerufalem ? having the plain of Jordan

. fk.riing on the eaft until you come unto the bore
_ gers of Samaria. !
The fiwation of Samaria was northerly of
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udea, and it comprehended the two tribesqP
phraim and Manafleh within Jordan, lying in

the middle between Judea and Galilee.
Galilee contained the tribes of 1fTachar, Zebs
ulon, and Afthur with part of Dan and Perea
beyond the river of Jordan ; it was bounded
northby Lebanon and Syria, on the weft by
Pheenecia, on the fouth by Samaria, on the eaft,
mottly on the river Jordan and fea of Galilee.
The river Jordan is almoft the only river in the
Holy Land, arifing in theregion of Daphne,
near to Lebanus ; nou our of two fountains, as
Jor and Dan, {as St. Jorom and Suidas fays) but
from one that is in the cave Phanium, as Pliny
and Jofephus relates. It is called Jordan the
lefs, until it falls into the lake Samochenitis, from
which coming out much augmen ted, it is called
Jordan the greater ; and falling into the lake Ge-
nefareth, it paffes throug h it, and runs fouther.
Iy through the holy land and ends in the dead
fea. It is famous among the Jews, for its being
dried up, to afford the children of Ifrael a pafe
fage into the land of Canaan ; and by chriftians,
for being the place of our Lord’s baptifm by
St. John the bapiift. But the moft memorable
place in Paleftine isthe city of Jerufalem, which
was the capital of Judea, and wasin compafs,
ibout fix miles and a quarter, fituate in the two
ribes of Judah and Benjamin, and was faid to
»e built on three mountains, viz. mount Zion,
>n which ftood the upper city, the north part of
jerufalem : Acra, on which ftood the lower city,
wroperly called Jerufalem, and n:ount Moriah ;
ke mountains of the Lords house, which was
ompafled about by the city as a theatre, and
valled rounde It wasnearly a fquare of fifty.

ubits on cach fide; and (wo hundred in ihe
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whole. This city has the appellation of the
Holy City ; the city of the Great King &c.~—
Here, and adjacent, our Saviour performed the
memorable acts refpe&ing our falvation.

The prefent city is faid to be only about three

. miles in circumference, and much fallen from its

ancient fplender, and does not ftand entirely
on the fame ground it formerly did, for mount
Zion is almoft out of the town: but mount
Calvary, where our Saviour was crucified, is
nearly in the centre of the new.built city.
Palcftine was-vreprefented-as—a fertile, rich
country, by ancient hiftorians, as Arifteas and
Jofephus : the latter is very large in his com~
mendation, as a friudful country. Strabo de-
fcribes the coumtry about Jerufalem as rocky
and barren ; but he commends other parts, ef.
pecially about Jordan and Jericho. and Tacitus
fays ¢ It feldom rains, the foil is fruitful, fruirs
abound as with us””  Aud notwithfianding irs
Jong defslation there is {Lill vifible marks of its
fertility, which might convince any one of its
fruitfuloefs in former ages.” Asalfo facred writ
itfelf defcribes it as a laed flowing with milk
and honey. Many modern travellers verify
the prefent defolation of the holy land, and at
the fame time the once fruitfulnefs of that coun.
try Mr Maundrell’s words are to this pura
pofe ; ¢ All along this days traved fiom Kane-
Icban to Beer, and as far as we covld fee around,
the country difcovered a quite different face
from what it had before ; prefenting nothing to
view in moft places, but naked rocks, mountains
and precipices, at fight of which, pilgrims are
apt to be much aftonifhed and balked in their ex-
pectations, finding that country in fuch an in.
bofpitable condition, conserning whole pleafangy
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iefs and'plenty they -befere had formed in theip
ninds fuch high ideas from the defcciption given
f it in the word of Gob : infomuch as it ala
101t ftartles their faith, when they refle&t how
t could be poffible for fuch aland as this, to
upply food for fo prodigious a number of in-
1abitants, as are faid to be polled in the twelve
ribes at one time : the fum given in by Joab
. Samuel xxjv, amounting to no Jefs than thir-
een hundred thoufand fighting men, befides
vomen and children. But it is certaif that any
nan that is not a little biafed to infidelity bea
ore, may fee as he pafles alon%, arguments
nough to fupport his f2ith againft fuch fcruples 3
or it is obvious for any one to obferve, that
hefe rocks and hills muft have been anciently
overed with earth, and cultivated and made to
ontribute to the maintenance of the inhabitants,
10 lefs than if the country had been all plain 3
1ay, perhaps much more ; forafmuch as a moun«
ainous and uneven furface affords a larger fpace
f ground for cultivation than this country
veuld amount to if it was reduced to a perfe&
evel. For the hufbanding thefe mountaing
heir manner was to gather up the flones, and
o piace them in feveral lines along the fides of
e hills in form of a wall ; by fuch borders they
upported the mould, from tumbling, or being
vathed down, and formed many beds of excel.
ent foil, rifing gradually one aboye anether
rom the bottom to the tep of the mountains.

Of thisform of culture you fee evident foots
tsps wherever you go, in all the mountains of
Paleftine ; thus the very rocks were made fruit-
‘ul.  And perhaps there was no fpot of ground
p this whole land, that was get formerly im-

-



{ 14 )

oved to the produ&tien of fomething or other,
tiniﬁring to the fuftenance of human life.—
For, than the plain countries nothing can be
more truitful, whether for the produ&ion of
¢orn or cattle, and confequently of milk. The
hills are improper for all cattle except goats ;
yet being difpoied into fuch beds as are before
defcribed, ferved very well tobear corn, melons,
gourds, cucumbers and fuch like garden ftuff,
‘which ‘makes the principal food ef thefe countries
¥or feveral months in the year. The moft rocky
gparts of all, which could not be adjufted in
zhat manner for the preduion of corn, might
et ferve for the plantation ¢f vines and olive
arees, which delights to extraé the one its fat-
woefs, the other its fprightly juice, chiefly out of
fuch dry and flinty places. And the great plain
foining to the dead fea, which by reafon ef its
falinefs might be thought to be unferviceable
both for cattle, corn, olives and vines, had yet
its proper ufefulnefs for the nourithment of béees,
and for the fabrication of houey, as Jofephus
relates ; and 1 have reafon tobelieve it, becaufe
when I was there 1 perceived in many places 3
fmell of honcy and wax as ftrong as it one had
been in an apiary ; why then might not this
eountry very well maintain the vaft pumber ¢f
ftsinhabitants, being in every part fo produ&ive
@ither of milk, corn, wine, oil or honey, which are
the principal food of thefe eaftern nations 2—
‘The conRitation of their bedies, and the nature
of the clime inclining them to be more ab{temi.
©us, than they are in eolder regions.” Bur we
might well expe& a long ftate of “defolation
avould take place in the hely land, fince it was
4o oftem predicted by their prophets, of which
agong the reft, Mofes fays, Liave x&ii, 33, 1
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Scatter you among the beatZen, and draw ouf &
~d after you, & your land fhallbe defolate, & your
's wafle, & alfo'the prophet Ifaiah fays, ¢ Tour
stryis defolate, your cities burnt with fire, yous
1, firangers devor it in your prefence. In fhore
re was a covenant made with the Ifraelites
:veryboth as to temporal and fpiritual things §
t in eafe of their obedience to Gop, they
‘e te have the free enjoyment and poflefliont
:he holy land, and that undifturbed even to
end of the world ; but if they rebelled
inft him, then their enemies fhould make waw
n them and carry them into captivity, and
slate their country. But neverthelefs if
y werein a ftate of captivity and difperfion,
if they repented of their fins, and reformed
mfelves again, they fhould be reftored to
ir proper country of Paleftine, and to the
or of Gop. Agreeable to this are the'words
Mofes, ¢ Yet for all that when they brinths
1 of their ememics, GOD will net deftroy thens
rly ; but when they fhall call to mind among
nations, whither GOD has driven them, and
treuntothe LORD, ke will turn their captivity,
' gather them from all natians, from the utter=
t parts of Heaven, evenin the latter days.*
1im many paft ages this has been the difpens
on of divine Providence towards them ;5 and
sng ether inftances, when they by their fins,
| efpecially idolatry, were ripe for deftrution,
king of Babylen invaded them, deftroyed
ir city of Jerufalem, and temple, and carried
m away into a miferable captivity, whera
y continued for the fpace of feventy years ¢
upon their repentance, they were reftored to:
holy land again, and rebuils their city of
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Jerufalem and temple, and long enjoyed their,
country.

But if we takea view of them in alater pe-
riod, we fhall find this do&rine verified in a
wonderful manner, or at leaft in part; for
when the true Mefliah came at the exact time
prophe(ied by the prophet Daniel ; vis. at the
end of feventy weeks after the going forth of
the commandment to rebuild Jerufalem, that is
at the end of four hundred and ninety years,
taking each day for a year, as is ufual in pro-
phetic language. At the conclufion of which
time, the true Meffiah a&ually. appeared, hav-
ing every true chara&eriftic of the Saviour of
the World ; and completely anfwering the def.
cription the anciént prophets gave of him.—
However, as the Jews expedted a great tempo-
ral Prince, to deliver them from the Remans,
and all their enemies, his humility, apd mean~
xefs.of appearance, baulked their expe@ations :
and their prejudices difpofed them to treat him
as an impoftor, rather than the. Saviour of the.
‘World. That age being very degenerate, they
‘would not endure bis juft reproofs, nor in the
leaft liften to his wife admonitions and do&rines;
§though he fpake as never man fpake before.)
“To their infidelity they added envy and malice ;.
and never refted till they had imbrued their
Yands in his blood, and crucified the Lord of
Glory I They alfo perfecuted his apoftles and
followers, with all kinds of perfecution ;-andfe
filled up the meafure of their fins, and unparal.
leled wickednefs. For which wrath came up-
on them to the utmoft, and thecalamities which
afterwards: befell them were the greateft the
werld had ever feen.! his blood, according to.
their own imprecation. was revenged. on. them
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and on their childrens They bought and ‘fold *

Jesus as a flave ; and they  afterwards -

- were bought and fold as flaves by the Ro. -
mans. They crucified him before the walls of
Jerufalem ; and they were crucified before the
fame walls, in {uch numbers, that ic was faid,
room was wanting for the croffes ; and croffes

for the bodies. S : .

Cur Saviour prophecies the deftruction of
their nation, city and temple, in exprefs terms,
and that it fhould happen in that age, even in -

the life of fome of his followers. At the fore
fight of their miferies, he was exceedingly mo-
" ved, when he beheld the city of Jerufalem, and *
exprefled himfelf in thefe pathetic words, ¢ 0,
Ferufalem, Ferufalem, thou that hkillef? the pro.
phets, and floneft them with fones, which are fent
unto. thee, how often would ‘1 have gathered thy
childrem as a ben gathereth ber chickens under
her wings and ye would not ! Behold your -houfe ix
left unto you defclate.”? '

’>Tis related that many and great figns, fores
boded the deftruction and ruin of that nation ; °
aad in procefs of time when the Jews came to.
gether to celebrate the paffover, Tirus the Ro-
man general, fhut them up within the walls of
Jerufalem, and clefely befieged it on every fide, -
uaril it was taken atlaft by ftorm.  During the
{izge every thing happzned toenhance their mife -
eries 3 the Romans without, and the feditious -
captains within, oppofed to the Romans and to_
each other, produced amazing flaughter, famine
and peftilence among the citizens ! The famine
wvas fo fevere, that a mother killed and eat her ~
»wn child, to the aftonifhment of even the rob, -
rers and murderers, %wmfelves, in thecigy =~

. . 2 , i
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¥is almoft incredible, what numbers of altagés
and fexes, were deftroyed by their war with
¢he Romans ; amounting as fome compute, to
2,357,660, and the reft were carried away in-
€0 a miferable captivity, and difperfed among all
t¢he Roman provinces ; and afterwards among
all nations of the world, and {o remain to this
day : nor has that difper{ion happened to them
without being foretold, for it was prophefied to
this purport, ¢ and thou fhalt be removed into all
2he kingdoms of the earth,’’ and again, ¢ the
Lord fhall fcatter thee among all people from ome
snd of the earth to the other.” And where is
there a nation which isa ftranger ro them, or to
which they are firangers? They fwarm in the
eaft, even to China, as itis reported ; and other
Afiatic countries, and are fpread through the
nations of Europe and Africa, and fome of them
are even in America. Though they have been
difperfed through the whole world, yet they
exift a2 diftin& people and nation. This was
Prediéted by Mofes, Levit. xxvi, 44, ¢ yet for
all that, when they be in the land of their enemics,
I will not caf them away, meither will I abbar
2hem, to defiray them wutterly, and to break my
«covenant with them.’’ That nation has been
like Mofes's bufh, always burning and never
sonfumed. ! who can think without amasement,
of the many wars, battles, banifhments, maffa-
eres, and perfecutions that have happened to
them, and yet they are not utterly deftroyed ¢
- Scattered among all people, and ftill exift a dif-
sinct feparate people, *tis almoft a flanding mira.
cle ¢t Notwithftanding the many flaughters,
there has been among them, and the maflacres
and perfecutiens they have undergone, yet they
are {uppofed to be as wumerous as they wese
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formerly, in the land of Canaan. But thel

prefent numbers may be accounted for, from -
" their conftant employment, abfinence, and their
prefent exemption from wars in_general, and

their early & frequent marriages, for they look

upon celibacy as an accurfed ftate, and generally,

marry inearly life, as hoping probably the Mef-

fiah may defcend frem them. As to their dif
perfion it may be accounted for from their hav-

ing been frequently driven out frem their an-

cient habitations in Palefine, and their banifh~ -
ment from feveral countries where they have
fertled themfelves. Betides they are commonly
werchants and wanderers, and are incapable i
woft-places to hold lands, or cffices, that might
engage them to make #ny part of the world
their home. Their firm adherence to their re-
ligion is very remarkable, but in fome mealure
may be accounted for, by the nature of their re.
igion itfeif, for they (as much as poflible) are te
ive in a body, and generally in {ome inclofure,
o marry among themfelves, and to eatno micats
ha: are not killed in their own way : TLis
hats them out from table converfation, and
noft agreeable intercourfes of life, and confe-
uently excludes them from the moft likely
1eans of their converfions ¢ If we confider,””
1vs Mr. Addifon, ¢¢ what provideutial reafons
1ay be afligned for thefe three particulars, we
all find their number, difperfion, and adher-
1ce of their religion, have furnifhed every age
1d every nation, with the ftrongeft arguments:
r the chriftian faith, not only as thefe particu~
rs are foretold of them, but as themfelves are
pofitories of thefe and all other prophecies:
1ich tend te their confuficn. TFheir num.
rs furgifs us with § fuficicnt cloud of witnel~

]
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fes, that atteflt the truth of the Old Teftament,
Their difperfion fpreads thefe witnefles through
all parts of the world.” Their adherence to
their teftimony makes it unqueftionzble. Had
the whole body of the Jews have been convert.
ed to chriftianity, we fhould certainly have
thought all the prophecies of the Old Tefta
ment, that relate to the coming and hifory of
our Saviour, forged by the chriftians, and have
lobked upon them as the prophecies of the Sy.
byls, as made many years after the events they
pretended to foreteil.”?

As to the religion of the modern Jews, it i
obfervable that all their cpftoms are not efteem.
ed jby them to be of equal authority ; nor cb-
ferved by all after the {ame manner. They
are divided into three orders; the tirft compre-
hends the writien law, contained in the five
books of Mofes. The precepts in thofe books
are faid to confift of 248 affirmatives, and 363
negatives, making in all 613 mizvoth hatorah,
that is commandments of the law. The fecond
relateés 1o the oral law, or that delivered by
word of moutly, ‘this the comments and expofi.
tions of the Rubbins on the Pentateuch, called
Mizvoth Rabbanan, that is, commandments of
“the dodtors ; and they are colle@ed irto a large
volume cilled the Talmud. And laflly, the
third order comprehends the Minkhagim, or cufe
toms which ufe hath avtborifed in different
times and places. Of thele three orders of
precepts, the two firft are only generally receiv.
ed by. all the Jews; whilft the third kind of
precepts differs in different countries, according
as the Jews have fallen into the manners and
cuftoms of the places where they refide. But
‘she religion of the Jews cannot be faid to fub~
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fitt any longer, according to its original inftitu-
tion, as they have not temples and facrifices, and
other circum{tances of religious worthip, which
they have not enjoyed fince: their temple at Je=-
rafalem was deftroyed, and they expell’d the
holy land. v .

1 thull fubjoin a few mifcellaneous cuftoms of
the modern Jews, as related by an author of
their own. (Leo of Modena) ¢ When a Jew
builds a houfe, he muft have part of it unfinifh<
ed, in remembrance that the temple and Jeru=
falem now be defolate.  When they have
bought any new veflels of glafs, carthen, or
metal, they plunge them immediately into fome
river or well, to exprefs an extraordinary clean-
linefs, according to Numbers xxxi, 23. Scme
ablerve to-place their beds due north and {outh,
out of the refpe& to the temple, which was fit.
nated eal and weft. They are forbidden to-
wear a mixture of woeoten and linnen according
to Deut. xxii, 11.. The men muft not drefs
like the women nor the women like the men,
eoreeable to Deut xxii, 5. And they lay great
ftrefs on frequent wathings. As to the feveral
pollutions mentioned in the book of Leviticus,
they hold they are abolifhed. - They repeat
bleffings and particular praifes to Gop, not on«
ly in their prayers, but on all accidental occa-
fions, and in almoft all their a&ions. They go-
to prayers three times a day in their fynagogues.-
Their fermons are made not in Hebrew, (whiche
few of them now perfeétly underftand) bur in:
the language of the country where they refide.
They are forbidden all vain fwearing, and pros
souncing any names of Gep witheut necefity.
They abltain frem meats prohibited by the Levite
icak Law, for which.reafon, whatever they ear
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muft bedrefled by Jews, andin a way pecufiar ¢@
themfelves. Every Jew isrequired to marry ; the
Rabbins have affixed the time for eighteen years:
of age, and the perfon that lives unmarried un-
til twenty, is accounted as atually living in fine
As foon as a child can {pesk, they teach him to-
read ; and tranflate the bible into the language
where they live. When a youth is thirteen:
years and one day old, he is accounted a man,
and obliged to obferve all the precepts of the
Law.”

Having taken a fhort retrofpedive, but im-
perfed view of the Jewith nation, I now proe
ceed to make fome oblervations on the future
ftate of that peeple, and what may happen rto:
them in ages to come : which I fhall endeavor
to colle® from the ancient prophecies concerning:
them. For about 1700 years paft, we may con--
fider them in 2 meft deplorable fituation, capti=
vated at firft by the Romans, and carried away
-and difperfed among all nations ; hated and a-
bufed by all people, and in many inftances forely-
perfecuted.  But let us now enquire whether
they ever fhall be converted to chritianity, and:
embrace the gofpels  And fecondly, fhall they
ever hereafter be reftoréd to- their proper coun-
~ try, the holy land, and inhabit the holy city Je=-
rufalem, aud be alfo reinftated in their civil gova:
ernment? To the firft of thefe queries;, I re-
ply, that it is altogether probable, they will be-
as a nation and people converted to chriftianity.
I grame, it has been the opinion of fome, thas
they fhall ever remain in a ftate of infidelity, in-
refpe& to the true Mefliah; and fhall ftill endure’
the fame frowns of Heaven, that they undergo-
at prefent. And I concede ’tis faid by the proe-
ghst Hofea, that the children of Ifracl [ball
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Mide many days, without a king, and without &
prince, and without a [acrifice, &e.  And this
truly already has come to pafs, ’tis many days,
#ay, many centuries, that they have been in this
condition ; without rulers of their own, or gov-
srnment of apy kind, and witheut enjoyimg the
rites and inflitutions of their religion. But here
let us note, this very prophet fays, immediately
afterwards, that ¢ they fhall return, asd [cek
¢he LORD their GOD, and David their king, and
fhall fear the LORD and his goodnefs in the laster
Aays”  Andafter thofe days of tribulation are
patt, they fhall feek the LorD, and David their
king ; by David is here certainly meant the
Mefliah, who fhall fit upon the throne of Dag
vid, and of whom David was only a type. But
this fhall not take place until the latter days,
until towards the la(t period of time, nor until
the time of the fulnefs of the Gentiles. [
might multiply texts of f{cripture to the fame
purport, out of the Old Teitament, but for
brevity fake, I wave them at prefent, and re-
cite the words of St. Paul, which are full in
soint, Rom.xi, 25 26, 27. ¢ For I would not
roetbren, that you fhould be ignorant of this my/-
‘ery, (left you be whe in your own conceit) that
rindnefs has bappencd in part te Ifracl, uniil the
winefs of the gemtiles be come in.  And fo all Ife
ael fhall be faved, as it is written there fhall
smee cut of Sion the deliverer, and fhall turn
way ungodline/s from Facab, for this is my cov.
nant with them whenl fball tuke away their fing?

remark here all Ifrael is to be faved, that is,
5 a nation or people, they are to become be.
cvers; and that CurisT tfhall be their Sa.
iour ; the deliverer thall come ont of Sion 3

ad his i go ethep then Jusve CRBIST e

‘



(24 ) .

King of the Jews. The Apoftle alfo proceeds
to affix the time of their infideliiy ; they fhould
continue in their blindnefs until the fulnefs of
the Gentiles be come in.

- When the Gentiles fhall generally believe,
and Satan be bound, then at leaft fhall the Jews
believe ; and then he refers to the covenant
made with the Jews, agreeable to what 1 have
mentioned heretofore- Unbelief is the caufe of
their reje@ion, and the miferies that has befallen
them : but faith will reftore them to the favor
of Gop ; agreeable to this Ste Paul fays, ¢ 4nd
#hey (meaning the Jews) if they abide not in un-
belicf, fhall be grafted in, for GOD is able again
to graft them in.’> But it may be afked, what
will be the means made ufe of by Providence for
the converfion of the Jews? I anfwer, there
will be a great effufion of the holy fpirit upon
them. Ifaiah fays, ¢ This is my covenant with
them, faith the LORD my [pirit is upon thee and
my words which I have put imto thy mouth. lix,
20, 21 So Ezek. xxxvi, 24 - fwill take you
Jrom among the heathen, and gather you out of all
countries, and will bring ysu into your own land.
and verfe a7, And will put my [pirit within you,
and caufe you to walk in my flatutes. And per.
baps the Gentiles in fome meafure will be the
external meaas of the converfion of the Jews.
At prefent to the Gentilesis committed the ora-
clesof Gob, and they only, retain with fafety
that part of facred writ called the New Tefta-
ment ; and by fome means, (no doubt) will be
able to communicate thofe glad tidings to the
Jews; which at firft they received from them.
Tothis purpofe Mofes fays, «* J will provoke yox
¥ jealoufy by a flrange nation’ &c. ’Tis like-
wile probabls that the converfion of the Jows
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w1y be facilitated by fome great leader, or lead~
ers that may be raifed up among them. When
they were fermerly under Egyptian bondage,
Mofes and Aaron were fent as deliverers, and
afterwards condu&ed them.into the land of Ca-
naan by Jofhua, and freed them from their op-
preflors by feveral of the judges, and from al}
their enemies, by David their king. And I think
it plainly intimated in prophecy, that one fhall
come in the {pirit and power of Elias, and be
fucceeded in . turning them from infidelity, to
chriftianity. In the next place, they fhall not
only be converted to chriftianity, but be reitored
tp their country of Paleftine, build up the city.
of Jerufalem and be reinftated in their civil
government.  All this is foretold by the pro-
phets ; to thizpurpofeis Ifaiah xi, 11, 12, ¢ And
4t fhall cometo pafsin that day, that.the LORD
Jballjet bis hand again the fecond time to recover
the remnant of his people from Egypt, from Pae.
2hros and Cufb, and from Elam, and from Shinar,
and from Hamath and from the iflands af - the feae

. And he Shajl fet-up, an enfign for the nations, and.

affemble the outcafis of Ifracl, and gather together:
¥he difperfed of Fudab, from the four corners of.
3he Earth. . Here we may obflerve fundry things.
refpedting the furure ftate of the Jews: That
it thould be after the coming of the Mefliah,.
when the reot of Jefl¢ fheuld fitnd for an en—.
{ign to the people, and the Gentiles fliovld feek,
to the {ame. That them,in the gofpel times,
the Lorp a fecond time fhould “colle@ the

- people of frael and Jews, from their various

difperfions, and refettle them in the hely landa
And afier their Lt return, that there fhould
gake place agoalition of the differeat tribes ;.
! SNSRI SR PR
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( 26 )

that Ephraim fhall not envy Judah and Judah
fhall not. vex Ephraim. And not only
their internal peace and tranquility is foretold,
bug their future acquifitions, and enlargement.
of their government. ‘¢ But they fhali fly upon
#he fhoulders of the Philiflines toward the weft 3
shey fhall [poil them of the eaft together = they
Jhall lay their hand upon Edom and Moub, and the
children of Ammon fhall obey them.’’ The amount
of which feems to be, that they fhall extend
their dominions to thé weftward as far as the
Mediterranean fea : and eafterly ahd foutherly
“over part of Arabia formerly belonging to the
Edomites, Moabites and Ammorites, and part
of Syria. And thisis very fimilar to the pro-
phet Ezekiel’s account of their territory and
dominions. The fame Ezekiel (during the cape
tivity of the Jewsin Babylon) predi&ts the re~
floration of the Jews to their country of Ca-
maan again, and that under the Mefliah : Eze-
kiel, xxxvii, a1, 2535 “Thus fzith the Lord
GOD, Behold, 1 will take the chilrren of Ifraeck
from among the heathen whither they be gone, and
wi/l gather them on cvery fide, and bring them in-
& their own land : And they fhall dwell in the
dand thai 1 have given wnte Facob my [fervant,
wherein your fathers have dwelt ; and they fball
dwell therein, even they and their children, and
eheir children’s cbildren forever , and my (ervant
David fhall be their prince forever.”’ _

Here we may obferve, they fhould be undee
the government of the Meffiah, (which is repre.
fented by David) and continue in the adherehce

. of chriftianity, and in poffeflion of their country
of Paleftine, to the end of the world.
- But there arifes a very difficult queftion ; that

is, When thsir converon apd reftoration Galp
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take place, or in what period it fhall -happen ?
" The fame queftion, nearly, is putin the prophe.
¢y of Daniel, xii, 6, “ How long fball it be to
the end of the[e wonders 2’ The anfweris given
in a dire&@ and folemn manner, * That it fball bé
Jor a time, times, and an balf. Here time an-
fwering for a year, it will be three prophetic
. years and ove half, or twelve hundred and fixty
days ; equal to fo'many years. Some have
thought, that fo long a time the eaftern church
fhould be opprefled, and defolated by the Ma-
hometan powers; and Jerufalem has been trod.
den under foot by them, firt by the Sarazens,
and then the Turks. But the queftion will ftil2
remain, When {hall we begin the time, or com-
-mencement of thefe twelve hundred and fixiy
years 2 Doubtlefs thefe times began when
fome new impofture took plice, to the fubver.
-dion of chriftianity, in the eaftern, or weftern
church. And we may remark, that about the
year of CHRIST 606, Mahomet began his pre-
tenfions to revelations; and foon after, affumed

- the title of an apofile of Gop : and in a fhors
- time, by his fubtilty and arms, fpread his im~

pofture far and wide. And this cloud, fmall at
firft, fpread- over 3ll the eaftern hemifpheres
-And in fa&, Omar, the Arabian caliph tock

. Jerufalem from the chriftians, in A. D. 637,

and built a mofque in every place where Solo.
~mons temple had floed ; and the patriarch So.
-phronius faid upon Omar’s taking poffeflion of
the city, ¢ This is of a truth the abomination
of defolation fpoken of by Daniel the prophet,
.flanding in the holy place.”” And Jerufalem
has been trodden down and fubjected to infidels
or idolaters equal to them, ever fince. There
Wre, ’tis true, fome cextain dates or times given,
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aearly to difcover when, fome noted events re.
fpe&ing the church, wiil tzke place. The time
+the man of fin was to reign, and previil over
the faints, was twelve hundred acd {ixty pro-
phetic days, or.fo many years; fo long the
-ehurch was to be afflited, or in diftrefs ; fo
long the two witneffes were to fit in fuckclath ;
and the fame period of time, the holy city was

to be trodden down of the Gentiles.
Now if we knew with precifion when to be-
* gin thefe years, and how to compute them, we
might (by help of the prophecies) foretell when
fome of the greateft eveats would take place
- refpecting the overthrow of the enemies of the
‘true church, and profperity of the faithful,
“even to a year ; but perhaps for wife ends, *tis
not permitted to be known with that nicety,
.yet, ’tis probable, by comparing fome of the
greateft events that have paft, we may nearly
-sompute the future. ~ There are four times
- mentioned by the prophet Danie!, viz. a €ime,
times, and an half, chap. xii, v. 7, equal to three
- years and a half, or 1260 prophctic days, which
-may nodoubt be accounted as {o many years : at
the end of which, the enemies of the church
fhall be deftroyed, and the Jews fhall be con-
- verted and reftored to their ancient country of
. Paleftine, and a happy pericd commence. This
is pointed out likewife by the number’of 2300
deys. Daniel viii, 13, ¢ Then [ heard one faint
Speaking, and ansther faint, fuid unto that ceriain
< fuint which fpake, barw long fhall be the vifion,
“eoncerning’ the daily facrificey end ‘the trasf.
greffion of deflation, t5 give both the funci-
wary and the hyfR, te be trodden under foot 2-—
and he faid uxte me, unts 2300 days < then fhall
the fandluary b ¢lean{cd”. Thele years undoubt.
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edly began before CHR23T’s time, but the great
difliculty is to fix the exadt time ; but it appearsy
to me probable to commence when the ‘events
were to happen in the beginning of the vifion,
which was the puthing of the ram, i. e. when
Xerxes fet out to invade Greece, with nearly
&,000,000 followers, fuch an army as was not
perhaps ever collefted before | 'which was not
far from the year 481, before CHR1sT, which
Yubtracted from 2300, it brings it to the year
1819, when the temple will be cleanfed, if fo,
in a fhort time, and in the prefent age. ’Tisa
queftion ,of great abftrufenefs when the 1260
years began. Some as I obferved before, fuppofe
606, when the Pope acquired a great acceflion of
power ; upon that fuppofition, there is fixiy-fix
years before the return of the Jews to the holy
land. But of lare, ’tis thought by fome, that
‘they began in'A. D. 529 when’ the Jultinian
code of laws was firft pubdlithed, which greatly
-promoted the papal hierarchy, at which time the
“emperor declared the Pope the judge of all cau.
fes whatever, and to be judgded himfelf of none,
upon which fubje® I have treated more largely
under the title of Antichrift. If the 1260
-years began fo early, then his profperity and
prevailing power would end in A. D. 1789,
when the French Revolution begun,whenitis
well ‘known, that popery received a terrible
thock, and for aught I know, the pope’s profper .
ity might be faid to end at thar time ; unlefs
there thould be fome revolution in favor of the
Roman pontiff. There is another time men=
tioned, Daniel xii, 11, namely, 1290. Thirty
-years added to the 1260, which relates to the
fame idea, as the 2300 Cyears ; and fuppofc them ~
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to begin in A. D. 529, they end in the fame
year 1819, and have an admirable coincidence
with the 2300 days. Another time is mention-
- &d in Daniel xii, 12, ¢ Bleffedis he that waiteth,
and cometh to the thoufand three hundred and five
and thirty days” A time of great profperity
to the church, perhaps the firft refurre&ion, and
reign of the faints on Earth.
But time and fulfilment will make thefe myfle.
rious things plain and eafy to be underftood.
There may be another clue in fome manner,
to difcover the time of the rcftoration of the
Jews 3 and that is the deftru®ion of the Otto-
man empire, by the king of the North, men.
tioned in Daniel xi, 40, &c. is doubilefs meant
the Turkifh empire, and though that king
fhould extend his conquefts very far and wide,
yet, at laft <« tidirgs omt of the eaft and out of
the north fball treuble him : thérefore be fhall go
forth with great fury to defiroy, ond utterly to
make away many And e foall plant the taberna-
«les of his palace between the twofeas in the glori.
-ous holy mountain : yet he fball come 10 bis end, and
none fhall help him. By the king of the north,
is meant fome kingdom or empire, and the con-
quelts made by that flate, compares very well
with that.of the Tu:kifh empire : for they fub-
jugated many countries in Afia, Africa and Fu.
rope ; efpecially Paleftine and Egypt, are men-
tioned as part of their acquifitions. . But the
downfull of that empire is ftill future. The ti-
dings frem the eaft and north that fhall threazen
the ruin of that empire is fill to ccme. In the
eaft, it may be the return.of the Jews, to refer-
tle their proper country ; or.the infurre@ion of
dome other of their eaftern provinces. For it
deews that the feat of the war will bein tke Lo-
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“1y land, and the emperors camp or refidenee, ti

the glorious holy mountains between the medijts -
erranean {ea, and fome other fo termed-in Palef.
.tine. It may, and moft likely will be the fame
empire or power, that is termed by the prophet
: Ezekiel, chap. xxxviii, Gog and Magog, where,
on I would make fome remarks. '

1. As to the time; it fhould be in the lattep

-days, or as the expreflion is, after many days 3
'¥. 8, 16, that could not be the Jews, return from
Babylon, for that was within feventy years afe
ter their captivity.
- ‘2. -At the time of this invafion, the Jews
fhould poffefs the holy land, after a long ftate of
defelation ; and be gathered from their various
difperfions, and at that time the land of Palei~
tine fhould be in a defencelefs fituation, theip
-towns unwalled and without fortifications.

In the :hird place, that out of a defire of
wealth and dominion, Gog and Magog with all
their confederates from the north guarters, and-
their allies Perfia, Ethicpia and Lybia, fhould
form a numerous powerful army, which as a
cloud fhould cover all the mountains of Ifrael ¢
and according to an eye of reafon, would be a
fufficient force utterly to dellroy and eradicate
the Jewifh nntion, then in pefleflion of the holy
lande But at the time of the invafien, thig
migaty army f(hall be deftroyed almoft in a mira.
culous manner, by the interpofition of divine
Providence.. They fhall ‘mutinize againft eaclf
other, cvery man’s fword fhall be againf? his bree
ther : Their deltrucion is painted by the {ftrong.
eft metaphors ; that .the earth fhould tremble
beneath § whilit they hould be overwhelined by
a terrible-torm from above, attended. with greag

" hail ftoues,:fice and brimfons - Andit is repres
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énted by the prophet; that the deftru&ion &8
¢this deveted army, fhould be fo great, that not
more than a fixth part of their forces fhould re=
turn home, and leave the Jews triumphant in
their own country. Now it is clear, that the
Jews will be reftored to their country before
this invafion fhall take place ; and by the def-
tru&ion of the nations that compole this army,
it feems to appear to be the Turkifh empire, and
that perhaps of Ruffia likewife, that fhall carry
on this war againft the Jews after their return
to their own land. And itis fuppofed with con-
fiderable ftrength of reafoning, that the fecond
woe to mankind, denoted by - the {econd woe
trumpet, was the Turks, and their ruin fhould
happen about the time of the ramin of Rome
papale . _

. We may at laft draw a parallel between-the
church of the Jews, and that of the Gentiles,
in che fupport they have given to true religion
againlt idolatry ; and their fufferings in the
maintenance of the fame. Let us for a moment
review what the nation of the lfraelites have
dane, how glorious was the character of Mofes,
when that nation was under fore bondage in
Egypt ? how does he, alone, as it were, tinder.
take their deliverance ? chufing rather to fuffes
afllition with the people of Gob, than enjoy the
pleafures of fin for a feafon. How many won-
‘ders are wroughtby him inftrumentally ? what
plagues are inflited on Egypt arnd obftinate
Pharoah, until at laft they confent to let the If:
raclités depart their dominions ? But when the
wicked tyrant, ftill purfues his vile purpofe tq
deftiroy that dpeo‘ph'; of Gop, he is miraculoufly
overwhelmed in the fea, with his whole ar-
y ! and what other Baroes of that people, have:
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performed wonders for their nation and religion.s
‘Flebrews xi, 33 ¢ who thro’ faith fubdmed hirg.’
aoms, wrought righteousnefs, ebtained promifcs,

g2oppedthe mouths of liens. 34. Quenched the vioe

lence of fire, efcaped the edge of the fword, sut of
wcaknefs were made flaong, waxed valiznt in

Sght, turned 1o flight the armics of alicxse 1§.

W emcn received their dead raifed to life aguins®?

Aud when they were called to fuffer for the

‘truth, or apoftatize from the  faith, how freely

did they cffer their lives a facrifice in the caufe?

Some were tortured, mocked, fcourged, fuffered

bonds and imprifonments; while others were

ftoued, fawn afunder, flain by the fword, and

many wandered in defarts and mourtains, and

in densand caves of the earth, of whom at the

fame time the world was mot worthy.

On the other hand, to ke a furvey of the
Gentile church, fince the infidelity of the
Jews, we fhall find their fofferings very great,
they ‘have been perfecuted almoft beyond def-
eription. ' For feveral centuries they bore the
fury of the Roman emperors, were in vaft nunte
bers crucified, beheaded, and every way tor-
mented.  And allo the Gentile chriftians have
many* of them been expofed to the fury of the
pope, the man of fin ; who has been aided by
muny of the civil powers of Eurcpe. How
many perfecutions has he raifed againit them ¢
they have been accounted as (haep to the flaughs
ter 2 what rivers of blood has been {pitt by this
monfter of cruelty, tyranny and wickednefs?
And this period;was not of a fhort fpace of their
fullrings, but, 1260 days, or rather years, in
which the maun of {in fhodld profper and fucceed.
Andafier we nave taken this view, we can fcarce-
‘ly prpnouuce which has done or fuffered wolk
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for truth & pure religion, either Jews or Gen<
tilese But {foon the time will come, when the
forms and tempeits of perfecutions will be dif-
ppelled, and ferener fkies appear. The time is
'near that the Jews, inftead of being hated, abu.
fed, perfecuted and maffacred by the Gentiles,
they willbe aided, aflitted and carefled by them.
Inflead of difperfing and banifoing them, the
Geniiles fhall bring their fins in their arms, &c.
And kings fhall be their nurfing falhers, and
queens their nurfing mothers. Inftead of wma-
&king war againft them, and deftroying their cit.
ies, they fhall build them up, and afhit in refior.
ing their commonwealth : indecd there will be
& coalition of the church of the Jews, and Gen.
xiles, and a flowing in of the latter to them.

But how long fhall this happy ftate of the
Jews continue after their now expe@ed reflora.
4ion ? I anfwer, no doubt through the feventh
millenary, and perhaps to the end of the world ;
mnlefs a power much like gog and magog fhould
attack and invade them, near the end of the
world : Rev. xx, 8.

*Tisexpeled that the {abbath of this world,
or miileanfum will litterally continue a thouo.
fand years, and during that time Satan will be
bound, and not fuffered to deceive the nations.
So long therefore, we may conclude, the Jews
will esjoy a happy and glorious ftate.

But how hippy will be the future ftate and
<condition of that nation, when all Paleftine
fhall bein a moft flourifhing fituation 2 Where
defolation now reigns, there populous ‘towns,
and great cities will rife to view ; and Jerufalem
again be rebuilt and enlarged in a glorious man.
qer; and become the feat of piety, peace and
happinefs, and a bright emblem of the ngw Je
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rufalem in the Heavenly world. - It may themy
truely be called the holy city, and be exalted 10t
Heaven, in point of happinefs aud parity. Here
ieis thought by fome, that Chrift will reign ‘pere
{onally, with the faints and martyrs, who fhalP
fhare in the firft relurrection a-thoufand yecarsy
the-time of the millennium. '

How happy, -thrice happy the Jews, wnew
their minds fhall be fully illumined by the hoa -
1y fpirit ; and clearly difcover thar the Nicihair
already come, an{wers abundantly all thair ex=
peétations : that he fhall not only deliver them
from their temporal enemies, but from fin, death
and Satan, their {piritual foes; that he fhall con«
du& them not only to a temporal Canaan, but a
Heavenly one, and be their King in this werld,
and their Sovereign through the vaft ages of
sternity ! Such a great change in the Jewifh
affairs, will feem almoft incredible to .them, as
the Pfalmift elegantly expreffesit; Pfal. cxxvi,
1,2, *° When the LORD turned a gain the captive
ity of Zion, we were like them that dream. Then
was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tangue
with finging : then fuid they among the heatheng
the LORD hath dine great things for thems”

[
~ CHAP. IIL
©n the Fifth Trumpet.

\ A FTER the death of Conftantine the great,

. the Reman empire {uffered much by the in-
curfione of the northern nations ; and at laft
Rome itfelf, thessuperial city, was taken by Vi.
tiges the king of the Goths,  who had befieged
§ with 3o ardy of 1590,03Q men, about the yeak’
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of Cxr1sT, §3y ; and during the war with the
morthern invaders, which lafted about twenty
years, Rome was taken five times, and the city
and whole country of Italy, fuffered all the evile
of war; whichin the event brought that city
¢o the loweft and meaneft condition, in refpe&
of power and authority ; being fubjeted to the
sxarch of Ravenna, who was lieutenaut for the
Roaeman emperors of Conftantinople ; otherwife
§requently called the Greck emperors. i

Thefe wars and calamities, to the Roman em.
pire, when it was chriftian, was reprefented by
the founding of the four firft ahgels with their
grumpets. But after the founding of thefe
trumpets, which continued until the final ruin
of the weftern empire, an angel flying through
the midft of Heaven, proclaims with a loud
yoice, ¢ Woe, woe, woe to theinhabiters of the
Earth, by reafon of the ether woices of the trum,
{ff of the three angels which are yet to found.”

fhall begin this diflfertation with the fifth trum-
pzat, or firlt woe trumpet, and thenproceed on ta
the other two woes. But here note, an angel
is fent to proclaim, the three laft trumpets are
to reprefent greater, and more terrible plagues
shan the former, therefore, diftinguithed by the
name of woes. The latter of thefs trumpets
denoted a longer duration of troubles, and ca-
lamities to the world, as well as of larger de-
fcriprion than the former. Rev.ix, 1 ; ¢ And
the fifih angel founded, and 1 [zw a ffar fall from
Heaven unts the Earth: and te him was given
the key of the battomlefs pit.  Verca And be
wpened the battomlefs pit ; and there arofz a fmoke
eut of the pit, as the finske of a great furmace :
wnd'the fun and the air were darkensd by reafon

o the fmoke of the pite Ver.. i Anid fﬁci‘.si
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coame out of the fmoke locufls upon the Earthy
. and unto them was given power as the fcorpions of

‘the Earth have power. '

. 4+ And it ‘was commanded them that they
. ~fhould not hurt the grafs of the earth neither
" .any green thing, neither any tree ; but only
~ thofe men that have not the feal of GoD in their
. .foreheads. ‘
' ' 5- And to, them it was given that they fhould
. mot kill them, but that they fhould be tormented
* «five months : ard their torment was as the tor=
dnent of a fcorpion when he ftriketh a man.

6. And in thofe days fhall men feek death and
Jhall not find it ; and fhall defire to die and
death fhall flee from them. '

7. And the fhapes of the locufts were like
horfes prepared unto battle ; and on their heads
were as it were crowns like gold, and their fa=
ces were as the faces of men. o

8. And they bad hair as the hair of women,
and their teeth were asthe teeth of lions.

" 9. And rhey had breaft plates asit were breaft
plates of iron; and the found of their wings
as the found of chariots of many horfes run-
ning to battle. ‘ B

10. And they had tails I'ke wvnto {corpions,
and there were ftings in their tails : and their
Power was to hurt men five menths.

11. And they had a king over them, which
?s the angel of the bottemlefs pit, whofe name
in rhe Hebrew tongue is Abaddon, but in the
Greek tongue he hath his name Apollyon.

- 12. One woe is paft ; and behold, there come
gwo woes more hereafter.”’

The found of a trumpet fignifies an alarm of
owar ; but here it may lr%,cnote certain periods .off
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time that thofe plagues they reprefented were
to exift.: When the trumpet began to found,
the plague or woe denoted by it began, and cona
tinued {o long as the trumpet founded. At the
founding of this fifih trumpet, a ftur falls from
Heaven.  Stars, in prophetic language, fome~
times denote angels, as Job fays, ¢ 41 the cre-
ation ihe morning flars fang together »** and it
fometimes denotes men in eminent authority, or
abilities, as in the prophecy of Balaam, Numb.
xxiv, 17, ¢“ There fhall be a flar out of Faceb,
and a fceptre out of Ifrael : by which is meant,
a ruler or king in Ifrael. This ftar here fpo.
ken of, may fignify fome perfon of eminent
abilities and advantages, and may doubtlefs be
applied to the grand impoftor Mahomet, who
was a perfon of great addrefs, and confiderable
abilities: and fo mifufed his advantages, that he
1aid a foundation for one of the greateft impof-
tares known in the world. This ftar, had com- |
mitted to him, the keys of the bottomlefs pit ;
that is, he was permitted by Divine Providence,
to darken the world with his errors, and as it
were, to loofe the apoftate angels to deceive
mankind ; for as the bifhop of Meaux cbferves,
¢ Hell doth not open itfelf, it is always fome
falfe do&or that opens it, by which means Satan
is loofed to deceive the natiens.” ’
¢ And there came out of the fmoke locufls upon
the Earth.”? It may be preity well afcertained
who thefe locufts are, by their name and de-
fcription.  Arabia is a country that abounds
with locufts, and fwarms of them often preceed
from thence ; and the locufts, one of the plagues
of Egypt, were brought on by an eaft wind from
Arabia, for Arabia is eaftward from Egypt.—

“The Midianites of Arapians, were formerly
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‘éompared to grathoppers or locufls for multitade’
when they invaded the Ifraelites, and Gideow
defeated them. ¢ And they had crowns en thelr
beads as it were crowns of gold,’’ which is ex~-
ceedingly defcriptive of the Arabians or Sara-
€ens, who conttuntly wore turbans or mitres,.
which' are as crowns or diadems with other
people. ¢ And they had faces as the faces of men,
and bair as the hair - of women ;> And the Ara-
bians wore their beards, at lealt multachoes, 2s
men, bat they platted their bair as women.

And they had teeth asthe tecth of lions,
thatis, ltrong to devour ; and a great propenfity
in them to'make invafions upon their neighbors.-

Thele locufts are farther compared to fcor-
pions, and that they had ftings in their tails =
that is, they fhould draw a poifonous train after
them wherever they carried- their arms; and
diftil the venom of a falfe religion which was
calculated: to fuit the vicious paflions of mankind,
and has made fuch fad progreflion in the world. |

¢ And the [ound of their wings as the found of
¢hariots &e. This denotes their fudden invafions,
and their rapid conquefls ; and it is almoft ama-
zing, that within about a century they formed!
an empire that extended from India to Spain..

But we may obferve, ¢ It was commanded them’
thut they fhould not hurt the grafs of the Earth,
neither any green thing - the like injun&ions
were given to the Saracen officers and feldiers ;
'to deftroy no palmstrees, nor burn any fields of
corn, or cut down any fruit trees, nor do any
mifchief to the cattle, only fuch as they killed

- for food. And they are commanded to hurt on.
ly thofe men who had not the feal of Gob in
‘their foreheads. Their commiflion was only
againft-idolatrous chriftians,. and- not thofe thx@
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Ycpt to the purity of religion. Farther, theys
were not to kill, but only to torment : it cannot
Be faid that they did aot kill individuals in cruel
wars, and many invalious ; but they did not ex.
tirpate them as a body politic : they greatly
diltreffed the Greek Empire, but did not tinally
fubdue it; for as often as they beficged Con-
ftintinople, they were repulfed and defcated.

Another quulity afcribed to them was that
they were ¢ Like unto horfcs prepurea 10 battie.’
Some authors relate that the head of a locuft
refembles that of a horfe, and they are called
by the Italians, Cavalette, or litile horfes : and
we allknow that the Arabians are famous for
their horfes ; and the great firengith of their
armies confilts much in their Cavalry. Aud the’
they came from the bottomlefs pit, they pretend-
ed to fome order, and had a king, whole name
in Hebrew is Abaddon, aud in Gireek Apullyon ;
thatis the deftroyer : fome imagine that this has
an allufion to the name of Obudas, the comman
mame of the kings of. that part of Arabia from
whence Mahomet came. However, they well
deferved the name afcribed to them, as Mahom.-
et and his fucceflors were inftrumental of the
moft horrid wars and devaiftations.; and it was
their principles to propagate their religion by
" fire and fword. And it may be farther noted,
that their caliphs or emperors were kings, as
well as bigh prieflts of their religion. ‘

The time they were to hurt men, was five
months, (v. 10) and it is obfervable that the na-
tural locufts live about five months, thatis, from
the month of April to September, and they
were like fcorpions in refpeét of their doing in-
jories. And this may be applied to the Sara-
‘gens in a twosfuld fenfe : fuft, they wers. wonsc
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# whake their inrodds and excurfions ha the B4

furmer months, and return again in the winters’
This appears to be their common pradtice ; and’
particularly, when they befieged ‘Conftantino~
pPle. But fecondly, if thefe monthsbe taken for
prophetic months, confifting of thirty days-in a
month, and each day taken for a year, then ‘it
‘might be faid, they tormented men 150 years.

And it is a fa&, that between the year 612 and" .

and 762, which'includes the time the grand im<
poftor began and propagated his falfe religion,
his fuc’ceﬁ’ors made the moft rapid conquefts, for
Syria, Perfia, India, and the greateft part of

Afia Egypt and Africa ; Spain and fome other .

parts of Europe were fubdued in that term Jf
time.” But if theé time be taken double, and
comprehend 300 years, then it would include
the whole time the Caliphs of thé Saracens’
reigned with a temporal dominion at Damafcus, -
and Bigdad together : after' which thé empiré
was divided into feveral principalities amd king=
doms ;' and this wili wefl comport of what i’
mentioned of them verfe 5, that they fhould tor~
ment men five months ; and verfe 16, that their
Power wasr to burt men fve months : and take’
them together, it comprehends the whole time,-
that they were a noted plague and woe to man-

kind.  But it may illuftrate this fubj«&, to give .

a’fhort account of the Arabians, and the rife of¢
the Mahometaa impofture. . <.
. The Arabians are principally the offspring of
Jhmael ; tho’ there may be a mixture of Mo-
abites Amorites and Idumeans, the word Arab is’
faid to fignify, a robber ; for the Arabians fel-”
dom let any merchandize pafs through their
country without extorting {omething froni” the’
5 ,
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dwners, if they do not rob them. The fams~
people are fometimes called Saracens, which fig,
nifies inhabitants of the defart; as great part
of their country is a wildernefs. The impoftor
Mahomet, whe was born at Mecca in Arabia,
about the year 571, was allowed to be a perfon
of great wit, and infinuating addrefs ; he flate
tered the rich, relieved the peor, and could
bear affronts without any feeming refentment ;
@nd had every talent to gain the populace. He
married a rich widow, named Cadiga, he being
of the age of about twenty.eight years. And
as he traded to Syria and Paleftine, he took no.
tice of the feveral fedts and parties of chriftians,
and their degeueracy from chriftianity ; it came
anto his mind, to introduce a new religion, and"
make himfelf great in his nation. To accom.
plifh this he pretended to a great deal of abftem-
doufnefs and devotion : he therzfore retired
daily to the cave of Hira near Mecca, and fpent’
much of his time in fafting and prayer; and at"
Xis retyrn at evening, often entertained his fam.
ily with relations olgviﬁons he had feen, and’
voices he had heard. By this practice he ac.
quired a reputation of great fan&ity and piety.
In procefs of time, he publithed his Alcoran,
- which he pretended was brought to him by the
angel Gabriel. This he made by heip of his
Amanuenfis, for he was ommi ignorant, and
could neither read nor write. However, by his
addrefs'and dexterity, he gained mauy profe-
Iytes : But fome of the principal citizens per-
Ceiving that his defign was to feize the govern.’
ment, were greatly alarmed : and dctermined
to put a flop to the mifchief, by difpatching him
out of the way : Hebcing ipprifed of their in-
toac, flud o Medina » Wiich flight of Mahome




()
«; isthe Muffelman’s era, or period from which*
the Arabians begin their computations, which®
wasinthe year of CHRIST, 622. After thishe "
manifefted his defign to his follower's, to enforck -
his religion by the fword ; ‘and having ‘many
difciples at Medina; he intercepted findry Car.
avans between Mecéa and Syria, and thereby
mich enriched his party. 'He afterwards made
war upon many’of ‘the Arabian tribes, which he :
brought under himfelf : and in fine, conquered
Mecca itfelf, and te principal part of Arabia. -
He advanccd every dotrine that mighit ftimulate
his foldiery to viory ;' he declared that his’
caufe was the caufe of Gob :"and he that died
in defence of it went immediately to Paradife. ©
T hat every man’s time was fixed by Gop, and °
none could outlive it, and no hazzards fhorten -
it : Butat acertain tithe, his mengbeing greatly
intoxicated” with win€, and' much engaged in -
gaming, were in iminent danger of ‘being cut
of ; whereupon he prohibited the ufe of wine, .
and the pradtice of gaming. The religion of
M.homet, contained in the alcoran, was princis
pally colle@ted from Judaifn and Chriftiaaity 5~
however, fome things were invented by himfelf.~
But upnn the whole, his religion, though it con.”
tains fojnegoodmorals ; yet chiefly is calculated”
to gratify the defires of wick:d men. The a-
sreeablenefs of his tenets to fuchmen, and the”
method he took to propagate it by the fword, -
muade his difciples, in the fhort fpace of about”
100 years, maflers of a confiderable part of Afia
and Africa; a_great part of Spain, ltaly and"
France, and many iflands in the Mediterranean”
Sea : And upon the declenfion of the Arabian”
g:npire, the Turks have patronifed and propaga.-
ved’ in-tae [zme way of thic impeftere ;-fo thse’
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it s the eftablithed religion in many greas kingw
doms in Afia and Africa, and fome in Europe.—

The Mabometans are computed to be nearly
equal in namber to chriftiany of all denomina-

tions. They divide their religioninto faith and

practice aud profefs tobelieve, -

1- In one Gobp. 2. In his Angels. 3. In
his Scriptures. 4. In his Prophets. 5. In the
Refurredion and Judgment. 6. In Gebp’s ab.
Jolute Decrees. :

They reckon four pointsas to praQice. .

1. Prayer with wathings. 2. Alms. 3. Faft
ings. 4. Pilgrimage to Mecca.

They allow four wives of any' religion, be.
fides concubines.” Many things further, I might
mention, refpe@ing their religion ; but my de.
fign of brevity will not admit of ir.” Upom the
whole, the habits, the numbers, the fudden in-
vation of the®aracens, the fwift and almoft in.
credible progreis of their arms, and the time of
their conquelts, fuiliciently point thera out, to be
the locufts from the bottomlefs pit, and a woe
and plague to mankind ; efpedaily to the chrifs’
tlan world. ,

o
iy -~

CHAP I

-

On the Sixth Trumpet.’

I NOW preceed to fay fomething of the fe:
cond woe trumpet, mentioned in Rev. ix, 14’
‘20 ‘“ And the fixth angel founded, and I keard’
a“voice from the four horns of the golden alar,
which is before Gop, fayii g, to the fixth angel
which had the trumper, Icofe the four angels
Which are bound in the great river Evphrates;

J
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iid“the four angels were loofed, which were:

‘epared for an hour and ‘a day, and a month,

1d a year, toflsy the third parc of men. And the

snber of the army of the Korfemen were two
sndred thoufand thoufand : and I heard the:
sinber of thew.- And thus I faw the horfes in

1e vifion, and them that fat on them, having
“caflt-plites of fire, and of jacinth, and brim~

one : aid the heads of the hotfes were as the:
zads of lions ; and oat of their mouanihs iffued

ce and fmcke ard brimftone. By thefe three

as the third part.of men killed, Ly the fire and

y the fmoke and by the brimftone which iffucd

ut of their mouths.”. For their power is im-
seir moyth, and in their tails : for their tails -
rere like unto ferpents, and had heads, and with -
iem they do hurts And the reft of the men:
hich were-not killed by thefe plagues,yet re- -
ented not of the works of their hands, thas-
aey fhould net worthip devils, and idols of gold, -
nd filver, and brafs, and ftone, and of wood,

'hich neither can fee, nor hear nor walk.”

1 Let us enquire, who thefe four angels -

tere, and their army of horfemen ?

2. Take a.fhort furvey of their feats, and !
‘hat invafisns they thould make.

3+ The time they fhould be a plague and :
{Courge to mankind.

4. Their declenfion and-end.

Firf?. Todifcover who thefe four angels were. -
Their place and fitvation is defcribed : they are -
tuated on the river Euphrates, a well known -
iver in Afia:~ on that great river they were "
ound, or confined for a certain time, and they.”
vere four in number. Some have fuppofed ®
hefe: four angels were the leaders of the Sapaw-

Rt 3 5 X R SN
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dens, when they invaded the weftern empire,
and endangered the chriftian name and profef-
flon every where @ but it is moft natural to in-
clude them under the firlt woe trumpet; nor
do they fo well aufwer the defcription as the
Turks do on miny accounts; who for mary
years had four fultanies or privcipalities ou the
river Euphrates ; one at Bagdat founded by
Togrul Beg in the year 1055 ; another at Da.
m:lcus, founded by Togjuddaulus or Ducas in
the year 1079 ; a third by Zarfudaulus or Me-
leck at Aleppo, in the fame year ; and a fourth
by Sedydaddaulas, or higfon, in 1¢80: and all
thefe were conitrained from making any great
engueds, or inrosds upon the countries adja-
cent, by rhe chriftiads irhabiting thofe cour-
tries ; efpecially by the Croifaides made bty the
European chriftiansto Syria, and the hely land,

which continued: for fome centuries, until the

Europeans abandoned thofe parts : and fo long
thofe principalities of the Turks remained bound
and reftrained, from making invafions on the
chrifiian world. s : _

Another defcriptive mark of thefe enemies of
the church, was, that they were principally to
confilt of horfemren ;. and it is well known, that
the Turki(h forces (except the Janizaries) con-
filts much in cavalry, and are very numerous;
it is faid there are in the empire, fix or feven
bundred thoufand fighting men. They are fur.
ther portrayed by their appearance & habit, they
had, asit appeared, breaft: plates of fire, jacinth
and brimftonre.» The color of fire being red, of
Jacinth blee, and brimftone yellow ;: and this, &

Mr. Daubuz obferves, hath a ¢ literal accom.

Rithment, for the Othmans, fram the firft. of
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their appearance, have affe@ed to wearfuch wag,
ke apparel, of icarlet, blue, and yellow,”’—
Their temper and genios is further defcribed,
hey fhould be fierce ard war.like ; ¢ the heads
f the horfes were as the heads of liors 37 and in
his charaéter they have been wenderful, by
heir numerous wars, and the terror of their
irmse ¢ And out of their mouths, ifJusd fire and
inoke and brimftone.’> Some think this alludes
o great guns, and gun-powder, the weapons
vith which the Turks made their greatef}
onquefts : Although it is true, gun-pow-
ler was not invented for many centurieg
ifter this prophefy, yet, the fame {pirit of wif=
Jom that ditated and foretold thefe enemies to
he church, might likewife defcribe their azr-
nour. Moreover they had power to hurt with
heir tails, as well as with their mouths. The
Turks drew after them the fame poifonous train,
is the Saracens did before them. They profefy
he fame religion, and propagate the fame im=
softure of Mahomet. And wherever they ef-
ablithed their dominion and conquefts ; there
hey eftablifhed their falfe doérine, and generala
y enflaved the nations they conquered : it is
rrue, many of the Greek church remain among
hem, but they pay dear for the exercife of their
eligion, fubjelted to a capitation tax, rigorouf-
y exadted ; compelled to. the moft fervile drudg-
:ry, their perfons abufed and robbed of their
ropetty ; and their moft {prightly aud beauti-
ul children, fnatched from them by force, edu~
:ated in the Mahometan religion, and trained
1p for the wars, in the Seraglio.

In the fecond place, let us confider their ccn-
juefts and jnvafions. It is faid of them thag

~
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cthey ¢ fhould fay the third part of mes.”? The
Turks were of a Scythian or Tartarian origin-

.4l - and fometime in the eighth certury, camne
‘down upon Georgia, and plundered that coun-

try ; in the ninth century, they penerrated to .

Armenia major, and fubjected that likewife,
which from them obtained the name of Turco-
mania. In about the year 1000 they conquered
Perfia, and remained fovereigns of it until the
year 1260. Heretofore the Turks made war
their trade, and chief employment. And their
conquefts were amazing ; they 'fubje®ed all
Afia minor, Syria and Paleftine, Babylon, Affy.
ria, and Mefopotamia in Afia; Egypt and the
coaft of Barbary in Africa. But not content
with their conquefts in Afia and Africa, they
broke into Europe, and feem to carry all before
them. Mahomet, furnamed the Great, con.
quered the two empires of Conftantinople, and
Trapezond, together with about 200 cities.—
They. likewife took great part of Hungary, and
even befieged Vienna, the capital of the German
empire. "The latin, or weftern empire, was
broken to pieces and ruined under the four firft
trumpets ; the Greek, or eaftern empire was
cruelly hurt and tormented, under the fifth
trumpet, by the Saracens ; but here under the
fixth trumpety itis to be flain and utterly def.
troyed. The empire of the Turks, was found.
ed by Ottoman, and -fometimes called by his
pawe; and has been [ucceeded by a race of the
moft warlike princes, that are recorded in Hifto.
ry. A fuccin@ account of their battles, and
vi&ories would make a large volume, but for the
fi‘ke of brevity, 1 omit any further account of
them. . o g ’
In the third place let us confider the time they
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lould be a plague and fcourge to mankind, and

it is pointed out by this prophecy, to be an hour,

1 day, and a month and a .year. Now if this
time, the hour, day, month and year, be taken
prophetically, according to Daniel’s computa-

ion, 365 days is fo many- years, and a month

:oofifting of thirty days, is thirty years, one day

wn year, and an hour fifteen days, amounting to

39t years and 15 days,; the whole term of time
:ie Ottomans were flaying the third part of
nen. And this time coincides extremely well.
vith their conquefts ; for the firft vitory of the

Ottomans over the chriftians, was the takingthe

:ity of Kutahi, froin the Greeks, A.. D. 128,

1dd to that time, 391 years, and it will termin.

e in the year 1672, and that was the very

szar that Mahomet the ivth, tock, Cameniec

7 om the Poles, tagether with 48 towns. -And

diis is the laft confiderable conqueft the Turks

1ave made. :

They have had many wars with various na-
ions ; burthey bave acquired no uew ftate or
singdom, forr more than 1o years paft, and their
:mpire feems to be on the decline; perhaps
tbey mever may liave av opportunity to enlarge
it any more. ‘Butthe period of the Qtiomans
Yiying men, is limited, and thouglhit to be paft;
yet the duration of their ciupire is not fpecially
afcertained.  Some things misy, hewever, be
fuggelted refpcing the downfall of that ema
pire.  This fecond woe will end and pals away,
before the compleiion of the third woe, in the
Yeftruflion of Rome papal. Rev. xi, 14, ¢ T4e
'econd woe is paft, and bebold the third woe cometh
quickly.”” The Saracens ceafed tobe a woe and
jeourge to mankind, wl.xénv their empire was do»
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#troyed and fuperfeded by that of the Turks;
and they confined principally to Arabia. ltmay
be that probably they are fliled in prophetic l#n-
‘guage, a woe and plague to mankind fo long as
they were flaying of them, or making corquefts.
But however, the Ottomans will be in fome fenfe
a fcourge to mankind, efpecially to the eaftern
church, fo long as their empire remains entire,
and they embrace the falfe religion of Mahomet.

Itis very probable, by the king of the north,
the prophet Daniel predited the Turkith em.
pire, for the Turks at the beginning were of
Tartarian original, and their firft conquefts
were in Armenia or Turcomania, and other res
gions of the north ; and from thence made in-
roads upon, and conquered the nations of the
fouth, fituated on the river Euphrates, and
thereon created four fultanies or principalities ;
and from thence extended their conquefts over
many countries in Afia, Africa, and Europe.—
But the end of the king of the north is likewife
foretold by the fame prophet, in thefe words,
¢ that tidings out of the north and eaf? fhall troue
ble him, therefore he fhall go forth with great fury
to deflroy, and utterly to make away many ; ard

ke fball plant the tabernacle of kis palace between

the two [eas in the glorious holy mountain ; yet he
Sball come to his end, and none fhall help him.>’—
I think by thisaccount, that towards the end and
fall of the king of the north, there will be an
attack made upon his dominions, by a ftill more
northern power: and what empire is fituared
north of Turkey, but the Ruffian empire 2—
And fome have conjectured that the final over-
throw of the Ottoman empire will at leaft be

partly affe@ed by the Ruflians. Likewife trouble

thall arife to him from the eaft; which will
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oubtlefs arife from Perfia, or from rebellion iw
he eaftern parc of the Ottoman empire : for it
cems that the war that fhould nearly clofe hig
mpire fhould be in the holy land, and that thé
ing of the north (hould have his camp or placer
f re(idence on the moft holy mountain, at, or
rear Jerufalem ; but here fhould meet with a
lzfeat, and at laft come to an end, and none
iiould help him: his end, -no doubt, means
he deftru&ion of his empire. Furthermore, if _
he Turks thould finally anliwer the defcription
of that power or empire kuown in prophetic
anguage by the name of gog and magog, then!
‘here will bz a reftoration of the Jews (at leaft
n part) before the final deftru&ion of that em-
sire. [t appezars probable, that by gog and ma.
0g is meant the Tust, becaufe it defcribes
‘vveral of the nations fubje& to" them, .and the’
rountries they poffzfs ; and it is faid that Perfia,
ind partof Africa, as Ethiopia and Lybia, fhould
>e their confederates 3 and that their armies-
hould be very numerous; that this expedition
hould be in the latter days, after the reftoration
of the Jews. Indeed I cannot imagine any
sther nation can anf{wer the defcription fo well
as the Turks, except, before that time, the Ruf-
fians fhould fucceed them, and perform what is
prophefied of, whichis not impoffible.

If this fhould be the cafe, that the Turks
make thisinvafion upon the Jews, then it follows
thac their reftoration will happen before the ruin
of .that empire. And it cannot, I think, be
imagined that the downfall of Rome papal wnll
much- precede that of the Turkifh empire. In’
a word, it is thought that thefe three great
events will take place, not very far diftant from’
each-other ; viz. the calling in of the Jews, the
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defrudion of the Ottoman empire, and Rome-
papal. It feems if the king of the rorth, or
og and magog, either of them fignifies the
urks, then the return of the Jewstothe holy
Jand will be prior to the final overthrow of that
empire. As to the fall of Rome papal, 1 will
treat of that hereafter. :

But whether the Jews, or- the ten tribes from
Aflyria, for there is a prophecy of their return,
or to that purpofe, Ifaiah, xi, 15, 16, ¢ And.
with his mighty wind fball he fbake bis hand cver
the river, and [mite it in-the [even flreams, and
moke men go over dry fbod. And there fhall be an
highway for the remnanrt of his people, whick fhall.
be lift fi om Affyria, like as it wasto lfraelin the
day when he came vp out of the larnd of Fgypt.”
1-know the ten tribes were carried away mcre
than 2500 years paft, to Aflyria ; yet this pro-
phecy and many more, mention their return,
which, when it comes to pafs, will be-a marvels.
ous thing. Ifay-thefe or fome other power,
fhall invade the king of the north toward the
termination of his empire; and the invafion
will be of fuch a nature asto give him great
alarm, and he fhall exert himfelf to the utmoft
to maintain his dominions, he fhall go forth with
great fury to deftroy, and utterly to make away
many ; and his camp fhall be in Paleftine, be-
tween the two feas in the glorious holy moun-.
tain, yet he fhall come to his.end and none. thall.
kelp him. .. '




CHAP. IV.

On Antichrif?.

ET us in the next place make fome inquiry
refpecting Antichrift: he is one that is
againft, or oppofed to CHR 18T and his do&rines ;:
and he connot bé thought to be ene perfon in
particular, but a fucceflion of men in the fime
office or place. Ancient prophecy defcribe’s him
very fully. The prophet Daniel foretells him:
under the reprefentation of a Hors that had
eyes, and a moath that fpeaketh great things,
who fhould make war with the faints and pre-
vaii againft them, until the ancient of days came.
Dan. vii, 9, 20 And in another place, under
that of a little horn, that attacked the Heavens,
and beat down, and trampled on the ftars.. But
St. John, in his Revelations, givesa very fpe-
rial account of him: Rev. xiii, 1—8, ‘“And
i ftood. upon. the fand of the fea, and I faw a
seaft rife up out of the fea, having feven heads
ind ten horas, and upon his horns ten crowns,.
ind upon his heads the name of blafphemy.
And the beaft which Ifaw was like unto a leop-+ -
ird, and his feet weré as the feet of a bear, and’ -
iis mouth: as the wmouth of a lion: and the’
Iragon gave him his power, and his feat, and’
yreat authority. And I faw one of his heads’
15 it were wounded to death: and his deadly”
wvound healed ; and all the world wondered af.
er the beaft: And they worfhiped the dragon:
which gave power unto the bcaft : and they’
worfhiped the beaft, f;ging, who i like unto the-
W
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beaflt ? who is able‘'to make war with’ him?
And there was given unto him a month fpeaking
great things and blafphemies : and power was
given unto him to continue forty and two’
months. And he epened his mouth in blafphemy
againft Gop, to blafpheme his name, and his-
tabernacle, and them that dwell in Heaven.
And it was given unto him to make war with
the faints, and to overcome them : and power
was given him over. all kindreds, and tongues,
and nations. And-all that dwell upon the earth-
fhall worthip him, whofe names are not written
in the book of lifs of the Lamb {lain from the
foundation of the world.”’
A beaft in prophetic language, may fignify a*
tyrannical, idolatrous empire : Daniel faw four
great beafts rifing from a ftormy fea, chap. vii,
2, 3, which are explained to be four empires ;
viz. the Babylonith, Perfian, Grecian, and Ro.
man : fo in this place-it muft mean a ftate or
. empire. A troubled or ftormy fea, may fignify-
the revolutions and - commotions of the world,
from whence empires frequently take their ori.-
gin and rife, This beaft had feven heads and’
ten horns, which are well known marks and fig-
nalsof the Roman empire. And the angel fays,:
Rev. xvii, g, ** And here is the mind that hath -
wifdom. The feven heads are feven mountains*
on which the woman fitteth ;»’ and it is remarked -
that the city of Rome ftood onfeven hills or”
mountaing. The number feven has alfo an:
allufion to the feven formns of government which -
prevailed in Rome.  The ten horns fignify the
‘ten kingdoms into which the Roman empire
was divided after it became chriftian, And it is
tb be remarked that the dragon, or Rome pagan -
d-feven crowns upon his heads ; but the bea:s

-
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hath upon his horns ten crowns; fo there had”
been a révolution of power, from the heads of*
the dragon to the horns of the beaft ; and the’
fovereignty which was before' exercifed by

ome alon€, is now tranflated to, and among :
the kingdoms of the weftern empire.

Bat further toilluftrate this fubje let us,

1. Enquire who this Antichrift is, or this an.
tichriftian empire called the beaft, and take a~
furvey of fome of hi§ marks and chara&eriftics.
2. Of his origin rifé and exploitss 3. Of his *
fall. 4. Of his duration. 4 )

As to the firft inquiry who this Antichrift or -
man of fin'is, may be difcovered by his defcrip-
tion, and feveral miarks which are given him. -

He has (without a doubt) a long time made
his appeararnce in the world ; and I conceive "
1im to be the'popé, the fovereign pontiff and fua -
sreme head of the church of Roéme. This®
may appear by the place and empire, whence he
33d his origin and rifes.  The prophet Daniel, -
‘hap.'vfi, had a vifion of four bezfts, which-
the angel intérpreis” to be four kings or’
kingdoms ; the firft was the Bubylonifh, the fec--
ond the Perfian, the third the Macedeniaa or
Grecian, and the fourth the Roman empire 5°
which is reprefented by a fourth beaft, dreadful”
and terrible, and itrong’ exceedingly ? and it’
had great ifon teeth, it devoured and breakin’
pieces, and ftamped the refidue with the feet of”
it, and it was diverfe from all the beafts that’
were before it. Though theré are many obftrufe:
things in the ancient prophecies, yet what the’
rieaning of thefe four beafts were, is made plain’
by the angel interpreter ; hé fiys they were’
four kings, or kingdoms : and they might be’
well reprefented by wild beafts, as thefe kings
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domt weére aR’ of them cruel, favage, and per:
fecuting ; and war and bloodfhed, was (heir
trade and employment.

Bur it is a rema:kable property of the fourth
" Beaft, that he had ten horns, which according
to the angel’s interpretation, the ten borns out
of this kingdom, are ten kings or kingdoms,
that fhould arife out of rhis fourth kingdom :
and this was truly the cafe with the Roman em.
pire when it was broken to pieces by the incur-
fions of the northern nations: Sir Ifaac New.
ton enumerates them thus, ¢ 1. The kingdom of
Vandals Alans in Spain and Africa.- 2. That
of the Suevians in Spain. 3. Of the Vifigothss'
4. Of the Alansin Gallias 5. Of the Burgun-
dians. 6. That of the Franks. 7. The kingdom
of the Britons. 8. That of the Huns. g. Of the
Lombards. 10. That of Ravenna.” Oiher ex-
pofiters vary forme from him refpecting thefe
Kingdoms ; but all are pretty well agreed that
the Latin, or Roman empire in Europe, was di-
vided into ten kingdems ; and ftill continues in
about that number of kingdoms or principal
fates, to this time. But befidc thefe ten horans,
or kingdoms of the fourth empire, there was to
foring up among them another little horm.—:
¢« [ confidercd the horns,? faith Daniel, ¢ and pe.
hold there came up among them asther little horn,:
bofore whom' there were three of the fir;? horns
Blucked up by the roots.” This little horn was
to arife in the Roman empire, and more particu.’
larly in that part of the empire that was aparred:
into ten ftates or kingdoms, arnd was to be a=
mong them. And farther, this little horn was
to have power to fubdue, or pluck up, three of
the fir(t horns or kingdoms in that empire. And-
the pope, in the year of CHRIST 727, and peo:

-
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1le of Rome, revolted from the Greek emperon,
ind thereby became a civil ruler over the duke~
lom of Rome; and was a temporal. prince ::
uid in the year 755, the pope obtained the cx-
:rchate of Ravenna for himfelf, and had domine
ons of fome confequence : and ftill, fubfequent
o this, in the year 774, by the aflifiznce of"
“harles the king of France, he became peflcfled
f the kinrgdom of the Lombards, and theince:
Tumed the triple crown. _

Thefe three ftates corftitute St. Peter’s pat-
‘imony ; and herein he plucked up, or fubdued
‘hree of the fit{t herns.  Thus we fee the cm-
sire in which he had. his rife, and his particular’
dominions fituated in Italy : which correfponds:
:xadtly with the prophecy of Daniel, refpc&ing .
:he little horn or kingdom of the beafte - -

Another indicium, or mark to know antichrift
3y, is his name acd particular ccuntry, and the
-egion he belengs to :-and this is connnunicated
o St. John, Rev. xii, 18, ¢ Here is wifdome— -
et him that hath underflanding count the zamber
of the beaft o for it is the number of aman; and -
dis number is fix hundred three fcire and fix.’
The apofltle intimates cléarly that it is peflible
rom this number, 1o afcertain his name ; for it
s according to man’s computation : and thisis a -
Jsta ¢ommunicated ‘to us, to decipher who he is, .
his name, and-country : ‘and this was agreeablé
to an ancient cuftem to denote names by nums-
bers. And no doubt it mufteither bea Hebrew
or Greek' name, denoted by this number ; and-
no name appears more probable than the famous -
one mentioned by Ireanzus, and he lived not
long after St. John; and was the difciple of”
Polycarp the difciple of John'; he faith, ¢ that
the namg Lateinos contains the number of fiks
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tiundred and fixty-(ix'; anditis very like'y, Ge:
caufe the lift kingdom is fo calied, for they are
Latins, who reiga; but in this we will not
glory.”’ |

The church of Rome is called the latin
church ; aud they latinize in almoft cvery thing ;
Mufs, Prayers, Hymus, Cancas, Decretels, and
Rulls are ia latin.  But if any chufe to have
the name in lebrew, the nuwver is as clearly
exprefed as in Greeke I will give a fpecimen
of both. .

Refch 2C0 L:mda 30
Vau 6 Alpha 8
Men 40 Tau 300
1ud 1o Epfilon 5
Tod 10 lota © 10
Thau 400 Nu 50
* Gmicron 70
Sigma aco

- [ TN
666. 666

Now Romiith in the Hebrew, is the Ronias
eaft or kingdom, and correfponds with Lateinos
which is Latinm or [taly, the country or feat of
the beaft. And this number, in thefe two lan-
guaﬁes, will agree to no other country, but Italy
or Rome, as I imagine : thus we have pointed
out, in’ what empire he fhould arife, his name
and particular country. o
But in the next place, to leave no doubt who
Antichrift is, not only his country, but his Me-
tropolis city is fpecially pointed out.  This city,
is called the whore of Babylon ; Rev. xvii, 18,
¢ And the woman whick thou faweft is that great:
city, which reigneth over the kings of the earth.”
At the time of the vifion, the city “that had uni..
verfal dominion, and reigned over the kingdoms
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f Europe, and many in Afia and Africa, was
tome, and no other : the matter then is paft a
oubt, that this was the feat of the man of fin.
he was drunk with -the blood of the faints:
nd was the capital of this perfecuting empire :
t thefame time fhe was the mother of harjots 3
nd abominations of the Earth : and her infcripa
‘on was myftery Babylon.

The bithop of Meaux well obferves, ¢ that
iabylon was meant by the name of the whore,
nd Rome by Babylon ; as the had all the char-
&ers of Babylon, an empire full of idols; and
ivinations, and a perfecutor of the faints as
e was.””  And further to elucidate the matter
hat by myftical Babylon is meant Rome, the
ngel obferves,  The feven heads are [cven
wuntains on which the woman fitteth.”> Rome
7as fituate on feven hills or mountains, and was
s well known by that appellation, Urbs Septi.
ollis, asby Rome itfelf. So that by the angel’s
aterpretation it is demonftrated, that by Baby.
on is meant Rome, the metropolis of the man
f fin. .

The form of government alfo diftinguithes
his man of fin or antichrift. The form of gov-.
rnment that this perfecuting power fhould be
f, is exprefled by St. John, Rev. xvii, 10,
¢ And there are [cven kings : five are fallen, and
ne is, and the other is not yet come ; and when
e cometh, he muft continue a fhort [pace. And
he beaft that was, and is not, even be is the eighth,
md is of the feven, and goeth into perdition.”
jeven kings, in this place, fignifies feven differ
'nt forms of government. which has not exifted
n any ftate but that of Rome, as I recolle@.— -
The people of Rome were firft governed by
in gs, thea by confuls, diftators,decemvirs, and
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tby military tribunes with confular authofity.as
Thefe were the five forms of government that
firt exifted in Rome ; and were pafled away,
and expired at the time of this prophecy : and
then the imperial was the fupreme gvoernment,
and was the fixth then exifting. Another mode
of government was in futuro, and when it came
it thould continue a fhort fpace of time. This
#f you call the -feventh, was -the ducal ftate of
Rome, that wasunder the exarchate of Raven-
na, and was in feme fenfe a new form of -gov.
ernment, and yet hardly fo diftin& and proper,
as to be reckoned for a diftin& {pecies of govern-
ment. If this wasthe feventh head of govern.
ment, then the the papal was the eighth.
" But if you chufe toreckon the ducal flate of
Rome, one form of government, then the papa
is the feventh, and is that perfecuting power
that goes into -perdition, and-is fure to be de-
firoyed. Aad we -may obferve, that during the
exarchate - of Ravenna, Rome being oniy a
dukedom, was not the feat of any governmem
whatever. But after the abolition of the im-
perial, there was no form of governmeut by
which the city of Rome bore any fway, but was
anuexed to Ravenna, and governed by it.—
Therefore the feventh forin of government in
Rome, was,-ftritly fpeaking, Papal, whofe end is
deftrudtion.

Aunother charalerillic of the beaft, is, that
““one of his heads was as it were, wounded to
death”  This was the fixth head or imperial
government, when the emperors or Cxfars,
bure univerfal and defpotic {way over the em.
pire.  Aud this was wounded to desath, when
the northern nations broke into the Roman em-
e, and put an gad to it, in the reign.ef Nay
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yllus Augufus ; but in a fpecial manner whes
eme was redueed to a poor dukedom, and bes
me tributary to the exarchate of Ravenna.—
ut his deadly wound was healed, when the
ope and people of Rome revelting from the
tarchate of Ravenna, proclaimed Charles the
reat Auguftus and emperor of the Romans_;
hich empire of the weft, {ubfifts even to this
1y : and which empire has generally aflorded
-eat afliftance and aid, to the hicrarchy of
ome : and is now, and for a long time has
sen, the empire of Germany. :

The whole of the Roman empire in the weft
as been, and i}l is a " civil government divided
ito ten diftin& kingdoms or flates, or nearly
»: thefe as-a civil government, comprehend
1¢ fourth beaft, or Roman empire in its laft
»rm of government. Aund thefe kingdems in-
lude all that is meant by the bLeaft, asto its civ-
policy ; and all the pope’s temporal domini.
ns’are included in thatidea. Apreeable te this
/Ar. Daubuz fuppefes ¢ the former wild beaft
onfifted of the antichriftian civil powers, w hich
vere in the Roman empire, during the fecond
eriod of the church.” Bat fometimes in the
wrophecy the pope and his hierarchy, are con-

idered” more fpecially as an ecclefiaftic flate ; -

hen he is termed the fecond beaft with twa
r1orass  St. John's defcription of him is as foly
ows 3 Reve xiii, 15 —15,¢ And [ beheld an.
sther beaft ceming up out of the earth, and he
bad two hurns like a lamb, and he fpake as a dragon.
dnd he exercifeth all the power of the firfl beaft
sefore him, and caufeth the. earth and them which
{well therein to worfbip the firfl beafl, whofe dead-
y yound is healed. dn?bt docth greal wenders,

~
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Ao that be maketh ﬁée come down frem Heaven cn
the earthin the fight of men. And deceivetdh them

that dwell on the. earth by the means of thofe. miz«

acles which he had power ta 4o in the fight of the
bealt ; faying to them. that dwell on the earxth,
That they fhoy(d make an image to the beaft which
bad the wound by a fword, and did live. _And he
bad power to give life unto the image of the beast,
that the image of ihe beast fhoyld both [peak, and
eaufe that as many as that weuld net wor/bip tke
image of the beast fbould be killeds”: .

No doubt by the beaft of two herms. like 2
{amb, is meant the Roman hierarchy, or body of
their clergy y and the two horns may denote
their power civil, and ecclefiaftic : for the pope,
and many of his clergy, have beth temporal and
fpiritual power or government. This beaft oth-
erwife is called the falfe prophet in fundry in-
ftances, which is a ftrong argument that this two
horned beaft fhould exercife ecclefiaftic authori-
ty. And does not denote one man only, but a
ducceflion of men teaching falfe doétrines, and
gropagating lies for facred truths.

" So that as to the government and mode there
of, that fhould be an indicium or mark of Anti.
chrift is clearly pointed out by St. John. It
fhould be a-beaft compofed of ten kingdoms, in a
tivil view; but if you take a furvey of Anti-
chrift, and his creatures or clergy, in a more
fpecial manner, he fhall exercife a twofold pow-
er, temporal, or fecular and fpititual. And this
agrees extremely well with the hierarchy of
Rome. For the pope’s fpiritual monarchy hath
here:ofore extended and pervaded through the
whole Roman or Latin empire. . Therefore ev.
¢ry form of government exercifed by the pope,
#nd his congemporary -affociates is foretold by the

N
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srophet. Therefore not only the empire from
~vhich the man of {in fhould take his rife, but
uis particular country, and metropslis city are
oretold ; and-the various kinds of government
:xercifed by him and his ausiliaries ; bat all®
undry other chara&eriftics are given of him, as
liftinguifhing marks of this man of {in; partict
ilarly his policy. He had eyes as the eyes of a
nan, denating his great policy in governments
-u political concerns, the court of Rome rivals
:very thing : the popes have affe&ted to have
rreat’eoncern for, and pay, the greateft defer-
:nce to the potentates of Europe, and have be-
lowed upon fome of them the higheft epithers.
ind encomiums.  The king of France was term.
ed his eldeft fon, and mof chriftian king: Thav
>f England, the defender of the faichs OF
Spain, his Catholic majefty, &c. In their wars,
they have often interpofed, and drought princes’
te ¢reaties : by fuch mechods, and by their gres
riches, pomp and grandeur, they have had an a
mazing influence on the monarchs ruling in thé
old Latin empire: But they likewife have ta.
ken another methaod' to gain gredt afcendéncy
and aggrandize themfelves by promoting many
to prglac%', that were princes. of the Germanie
empire, fo that they are vefted with a twofold
power, civil and ecclefiaftical : and it ib ever
their endeavor, to heap wealth and honédrs on
their ecclefiaftics. Their cardinals aré fo many
princes, and next to crowned heads : And what
method do they not tske to accomplifh their
views ? they aflume the power of abfelution,.
and grant pardonsand indulgenciet tb their creav -
tures, and difpenfations to all. And the ecclefie
aftics take advantage of perfons in their lafl me-
meats, and other acquaintance and friends, a%
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the fame time ; and ina word, the pope beiny
reputed a fucceffor of St. Peter, and the vifible
head of the chriftian church, has precogatives
without bounds, and’ without pumbers ; {o that
itisno furprifing thing at all, that fo much pow.
er directed by fo much policy, fhould be able (o
perform fuch mighty things, and preferve icfelf
for fo many ages. :

Another mark or chara&eriftic of Antichrift
is, that he fhould be arrogant, prcud, and blaf.
phemous. ¢ Aud there was given to him a wnouth
SPeaking great things, and blafphemies.”’ Rev. xiii,
&. And herein he ¢x:&ly refembles the lirtle
horn, in Daniel vii, 8, 25, he hath “ a mouth
[peaking great things, and he fhall fpeak great
words againft the Moft High.”’ And whereis
there fo arregant a power or government on
‘Earth, as that of the Pontiff of Rome, who
claims to be univerfal bifhop, and infallible
judge, of all controverfies, fovereign of kings,
and difpofer of kingdoms ; the vicegereat of
CHRri1sT and GoD, on Earth. That he has the
* keys of Peter, and whom he binds on Earth is
bound in Heaven. This is the king who thould
sxalt himfelf, above every God, and fhall fpeak
marvellous things againft the Gob of Gods!
Thisis juft the power the pepe claims, and en.
deavors to exercife. - :
. Idolatry is another mark of the man of fin.—
Babylon, his capital city, is the mother of hard
lots, and abomination of the earth : In aucient
Rome they had their plarality of Gods, and
even deified their heroes. But modern Rome
exceeds ancient Rome in every fpecies of idola.
try ; inftead of worfhiping the Creator, the only
objet of admiration, they pray to, and wor-
- fhip faints and angels ; and adore the hoft—
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tnd are not their churches crowded with images,
‘he works of men’s hands ? Ancient Rome ima
sorted, but modern, exports her idolatry; te
nany nations and kingdoms. Babylen is repre-
ented as an harlot, in rich attire, in purple and
carlet, with a golden cup in her hand, by which
he kings of the Earth were made drunk, with
he wine of fernication. _ S '

But a fpecific mark of the man of fin, is his
rerfecuting the faints : Rev. xiii, 7, ¢ And
ower was given to him to make war with the
aints, and gvercome them :*’ and the prophet
Daniel fays that the little horn made war with
‘he faints and overcame them. Rome papal has
>qualled, or even outdone Rome pagan in pere
zcutionss  What flaoghiers were made of the
Albigenfes and Waldenfes ?—and how many
i.ffenters from the whore of Babylonm, in Gers
nany, Spain and Porrugal, and even in England
r1ave been flain before the reformation? and
the true worltipers of Gobp, have [uffered near-
y the fame, in almoft every kingdom and ftaré
n Europe, who were under the pipal tyranny.
Rivers of blood have been fhed by this monfter
Antichnift, and his auxiliaries.  They not cong
tent e perfecute with death, have racked theié
2ndginations, to invent various tortures to make
death more terrible ! racks and gibbets have
torn the limbs, and flumes comfumed the bodied
of pious men, who have facrificed their lives for
the fupport of the truth, and the true worfhip
of Gop. How unmercifulis it to condemr men
for having different fentimenis and opinions
from others, in matters of faith ? and how un.
becoming the chriftian 1emper 2—S8t. John fays!
Rev. xviiv6; ¢ dnd 1 faw the woman Arunkes

: ot : Fz’ St o
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with the blosd of Whe martyrs of YESUS ¢+ dnd
when I faw ber, I wondered with great admires
tion.” That a city poflefled by chriftians, fhould
wanton and rio: in the blood of shriflians, wae
¢ fubjed of altonithment indeed, to St Johnw
_ Every method is taken by Antichrift to decieve
the world, This man of fin prétends to mira.
, cles; and he deth great wonders, o that he ma-
keth fire come down from Heaven on Earth, in the
JSizht of men, and deceived them that dwelt o
Earth. Miracles, vifions and revelations, are
the mighty boaft of the Roman clergy, by which
they impofe on the credulous and ignorant.—
However, they are onmly lying wonders and
falfehoods, though ftrongly attefted by thas
shurch. .

Celebacy is introduced by this church, jn ors
der to fhew the great fandity of the Roman
clergy. This was a herefy that began in fome
of the firft centuries : bus this do&rine, as it
was exprefsly againft divine writ, was much difs
carded, until revived and made reputable among
the monks, which is one of their effential eon.
flitutions, and it became a decree of the pope,
that the clergy of that church fhould notcohabs
it with their wives, fo early as in the fifth cen.

_ tury, and has been the fteady do@rine of that
shurch ever fince. Amother artifice to make @
freat fhew of religion and zealis, they abftain
rom certain meats on particular days, and fome
even ufe no meat at all, in thofe feafons.

Another mark by' which Antichrift is to be
known, is the habit and drefs of himfelf and his
Bierarchy. < And the woman was arreyed

- in purple and frarlet.  Purple and fcarlet
were the colours of the imperial habit, and it
is well kaowa that the popes and their cardinals,
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vive been ever fond. of thefe eolowrr. THe
ope’s robes of ftate, are purple und red, and
1@ offictates at fonre feftivals, in that colour.”

2. Let us proceed to fay fomething of the or-
gin, rife, and fome of the expluits of the beaft.
{ome being the capital city of the Roman em-
iire, which was very extenfive ; and chriftianity
reing planted there, and well eflablithed ; the
letgy of that city, as well as many other cities,
':ndeavored in a2 great meafure to have the poli
y of the chureg,
viree.  In confequence thereof, the pope,
he metropolitan of Rome, the imperial sity,
‘laimed the préeedency, and that he was primate
ind patriarch of the whole Roman empire :—-
T hat all other bithops and metropolitans were in
‘ubordination to him--which was an affumption
f power the polpel never conferted on him—
iowever, by his intrigues and policy, in the
-ourfe of time, many bithops and their fees,
‘vbmitted to his ufurpations. Awd he had a
rrant of precedency matle him by the tyrant
?hocis, as mentioned hereafter, and with his
»ower, his revenues foon increafed to enormous
ums. -Amidft fuch grear affluence and power,
t was nataral for the popes to lord it over Gop’s
reritage ; to forget their Heavenly vocation,
ind fet their minds on earthly things ; nay, un.
ler thefe circumftances it would be as hard for
‘he bithop of Rome to exercife the funétions of
1 good bifhop, as it would for a camel to pafs
hrough the eye of a needle. I dont fay it was
aipoflible, bat very unlikely ¢ for true chriftane
ty fcarcever flourifhes in fuch luxurious foil.—
And to their fupremacy they added their infallie
ility, and a right to decrce in a'l matiers of
sith and worfhip, whatever, wlhich gave a rife -

conferm to that of the eme -
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1o all the herefies, and damnable do@rines is.
¥ented, and propagated long fince by them. -
If we would take a fhort furvey of the great
power to which the pepes have attained, we
might take notice of their ele&tion 2nd inaugu-
ration. The ele®ion of a new pope is commioa.
ly about nine or ten days after the funeral of the
deceafed, by the cardinals in the conclave.—
And after the declaration of the choice, the car.
dinals who ele&ed him pay him adoratien.  And
in a few days after his election to the papal cbair,
he is {olemuly crowned, and becomes a temporal
prince : andbut few menarchs exceed him as to
“his pomp and grandear : for upon any import-
ant affair, as the reception of princes and their
amb.flidors, or the canonizatiomn of the faintsg
or the promotion of cardinals, the pope holds
his confiftory, which when it is public, his throne
is ereted in the great hall of the apoftolic.pa.
laces  The pope is feated vn a cloth of gold un.
der a canopy of the fame 5 and the feot of the
throneis covered with red cloth. The cardinal
bithops and priefts; fer on the right below. the
throne ¢ and the deacons on the left, but fo as
to Have their fuces toward the pope. - The arch-
bifhops, bithops, pro:honotaries and other pre~
lates. feton the ftips of the throne : and on the
loweft ftep the deccons, auditors, and cleiks of
the chainber ; amd the ecclefiaftic officers of the
court below. , o ,
~ The popes had been ftruggling for fome time
for the fupremcy ; at length, abeut the year
656, the emperor Phocas. granted -the right of
precedency to Beniface iii, ihen bifhop of Rome,
whn, in confequence thereof affumed upon hint
felf, the title of ecumenical bithop. Bue the.
fpiritual monarchy of Rome, could not have
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sen eftablihed, had its bifhops continned des
endant on any temporal prince ; thercfore rhe
apes took their opportunity to exempt them-
:lves from the Greek emperors, whofe authority
vas very much declining v lealy @ and having
wrown off their fubjection to the emperor of
-onftantivople, the pupe became mafter of the
atchy of Romne, aud upon appiication to the
mgs of France, and by their afliitauce, the
ing fom of the Lombards, and the exarchate o
tavénna were anncxsed to his temporal dowin:
»as.  Tine pope and people of Rome, in return
sr thefe fivors fewn by the French, proclaim-
d Ciarles the king of France, emperor, and -
hereby He in fome meafure, was in pofl:ffion of
he fovereign:y of that part of ltaly, whick
ormerly beloaged to the governors of Ravenna,
nd other remains of rhe wettern empire ; fo
hat the pope enjoyed thefe countries under the
:mperor, who therefore was wont to be ftiled the
vatron and defender of the church. Buc the
sopes at length grew weary of the imperial pro-
:eition ; becaufle the emperor’s confent was re-
juired in the eieftion of a pope ; and if the{
were  mutioous, the emperor ufed to check
them and fometimes turn them out of the chair,
Thereupon the popes for a long time employed
various artjficés to exempt themfelves from the
power of the emperors. To this end they fre-
quently raifed inteltine commotions againft thems
But the reign of Henry the fourth, furnithed
them with _an opporiunity of puting their des
fisns in execution. " For pope Gregory vii, lure
named Hildebrand, had the boldnefs to excoms
muunicate this emperor, on pretence that he made
traffic of church benefices, by felling them to all,
farts of perfons’; whem he inflilled beforg thex

- —
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fad taken orders, and cited the emperor to ap.
pear before him, and anfwer unto thefe coan
Paiats, which obliged the emperor to renouuce
the right of conmttituting bithops ; and the fuc.
<eeding emperors fcaud fo muth work in Ger-
#hany, that they were notin a condition to look
after Italy, which gave the pope leifure to make
himfelf foveriegn, not only over his own poflef.
fions but over all pertaining to the church.—
But the pope not content with this degree of
grandeur, quickly fet on foot a pretenfion of far
greater confequence; for now he pretended te
an authority over princes themfelves, te com-
mand a truce between fuch as were at war, to
take cognizance of their differences ; and put
their kingdoms onder an interdict : and if they
- refule fubmiflion to the See of Rome to ab.
Yolve their fubjets, from allegiance to their
fovereigns : and finally, to deprive them of
their crowns. * This has been attempted againft
many c¢rowned heads, and put in execution as
gainit fome. For thefe abominable pretenfions,
the(hplead their fidtitious decretals which grants
%o the popes unlimited power, over all chrif~
tians whatever. Pope Boniface viii, gave the
world clearly to underfland his meaning, at
the jubilee kept in thé year 1300, when he
appeared fometimes fin the habit of an empe.
ror ; and at others, in that of a pope : and had
two {words carried before him as the enfigne
of ecclefiaftic and civil power. '

But in the fifteenth century, the {piritual
monarchy of the pope rofe to the pinacle of it
grandeur : all the weftern parts of Europe be.

ig either in communion with, or obedience to,
" ¢hie church of Rome : and the pope appeared as
&¢ sighty colloffus of the wett, and truely bé

ol g e e —1 5
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:d a mouth {pcaking great-things, thunderingy
at his bulls, and excommusications againft bothr
‘inces and fubjeds, and even uttering blafphe,
ies agair_)ﬁ Heaven itfelf.

Nextwe may enquire iatp the canfesand mans
ot of his fall.  There are many. reprefentae
ons of his downfall, in feripture prophecy. 2
an. wii, 11, 1 bebeld then, becayfe of the woicq
“the great words which the horn [pake.: I hew
1d even till the beast was flain, and his body dee
royed, and given 1 the burning flame.>’ ~ Hia
‘eat words and ufurpations fhould occafion &
ar, wherein the beaft fhoyld be utterly deftroya
1 with fire. But likewife the very inftruments
" that deftru@ion are pointed out ; that foma
" the ten kings or kingdoms in Europe, wha -
pported the idolatry and perfecutions of the
:aft for a time, fhall at laft grow fenfible of the
ctravagant claims of Romepapal, and hate, and
:incenfed againft her ; and not only withdraw
ieir protedion from her, but fhall firip her of
:r ornaments and riches, and expofe her to
ame, and purfue her with fire and fword, and
1 the calamities and horrors of war. Rev. xvii,
S, ¢ And the ten horns which thou fawest upon
e beqst, thefe fball hate the whore and make her
folate and naked, and eat her flefh and burn her
ith fire.> Some of thofe very kings or king-
>ms which conflituted the civil power of the
2aft, will be the ruin of the whore of Babylon,
1d her utter deftruion : and tis not altofethgr
aprobable that France, which was the fpecial
iftrument of vefling the pope with civil power,
‘ay take it away again. - Or even the Germani¢
npire, or fome parts of it may contribute to
ie downfall of Rome. The ruin of this fpirit=
1 monaschy, is reprefented by an angel’s”
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#hrofting his Marp fickle, and reaping and cok
Fecting the vire of the Earth; und daiting the
f-me mto the great wine.prefs ot the wrath of
Gop ; and that the wine-prefs was tyodden
without the city : and blcod came out of the
wine prefs, even unto the berfes bidles, by the
qpace of a theufand fix hundred furlongs. St
Peter’s patrimony resches from the walls of
Rome, to the river Poand the marihes of Ve-
rona, is two hundred Italian miles, and comg
pares with one thoufand fix hundred furiorg
with great exadnefs. Iy this predition we
may gather, that in Ttaly heredficr tierve will
.be a fore war ; thar the pepe’s térfitcries will
be univerfilly atracked with great eflufion of
blood and flaughter, as the metaphors micfl fliie
kingly- prefage. ' ' C o

* But'not enly this, butalongdetail ef plagned
are prefaged againft fpiritual Babyloii : feven
angels are commifiioned to peur vut feven viuls
full of the wrath of Gop upon the kingdoms
of ‘Antichrift. The plagues are various and
dreadful’ ; the Earth, the Sea, the Rivers, the
Sun, and the Air are affe@ted, and the fear and
throne of the beaft itfelf." They of that com.
munion killed by the fuord, ard they hall die
by ithe {word ; they fied the blocd of [aints,
and they muft drink coepicufly of rhe bloady
¢ap ! Rome pipal refcmbles Fgypt and ancient
Bubylen, inidolatry, perfccution and tyranvy;
and fhe mofl undergo fimilar plagues, woes and
caiamities! Spiritul Bubylon is reprefented as
fitting as a queen arrayed in roya! robes of pur.
ple aud fcarlet ; adornzd with gold and the
tisheft pearls ; and rioting in the moft fump.
tucus manner; but at the fame time a no.orious
froﬁ;tme er idolatrefs: amd not content o livg
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n'idolatry herfelf,'but communicated her falcim
rting cup to the kings of the Earth, and the
ings are faid to have committed fornicatiom
vith her, that is, adhere to -her idolatries, and
o furnith her with affiftance by their civil pow=
T3 and ‘enabled her to carry her wicked dee
igus Winto execution : but the hour ‘is coming,
vhen the kings of the “Earth and her rich ade
rerents ‘hall with great iftonifhment, fee her
moke afcending toward Heaven, and fhall cry
“ alas ! alas ! that' great city Babylon, that
nighty city-! for in one hour is thy judgment come.”.
der {ins reached unto Heaven, and a juft Gon
hall remember her iniquities. And it is the
roice of Heaven, ¢¢ Reward her even as fhe re-
varded you 3 and double unto her deuble, accord.
g to her works s ‘in the cup which fhe hath filled,
1il te ber double®® -Upon the pouring out of the’
eventh viil, which will compleat the deftru&ion
if {piritual Babylon, there are voices and thun.
ters,-and lightnings, -and a tremendoas earth-
juake, porteatous of the great revolutions that
hould take place, and judgments'that fhould be
nfliGed on that mother of harlots, and abomin-
itions of the-earth! Heaven and Earth are re-
wefented as ‘being convulfed on the occafion,
nd every plague fhall center on her devoted
yead. ~ And -her downfall fhall not only be
Ireadful, bat perpetual, fke fhall never rife a-
zain : which is reprefented in a very conclafive
nanner, Rev.xviii, 21, ‘ And a mighty dngel
ook up a flone, like a great mill. flone, and cafi it
nto the [ea, faying, thus with violence fhall that
wreat city Babylon, be thrown down, and fball be
sund ne more at all.> " And the judgments on’
arth are pot all, for 'tge vengeance-of an om
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aipotent GOD, will purfue the man of fin, and
his adherents in a fu'ure ftate.  They fhall fuf,
fer in the fire prepared for the devil and his an.
gels ! Rev. xiv, 11, *“ And the fmoke of their
2irment afcendeth up forever and ever, and they.
buve no reft duy nor night, who worfbip the beuft,
and his image, and whofvever received the mark
of his name.>’ .

But here I wounld make a remaik, that by the
prophecy, there will not be an univerfal refor.
mation compleated in Europe, before the down.
fall of myftical Babylon, for at the very time of
her ruin, fhe has her mourners: Kings, princes,
and the great men of the Earth, fiand afar offy
and bewail molt bitterly her dewntall ; tho’ they,
are unable to afford her the leaft afliftance or
fuccour in her laft diftrefs. From thence it may
ia good meafure be inferred, and 1t is probable
from the prefent ftate of Italy, Spain, Portugal,
and fome other bigotted countries, that they wilk
probably adhere to the papal church and itsidol
atry, to the iaft, even 10 the hour of its deftruce
tion.

1 will next confider the duration cf the man,
of fin. That fpirirval monarchy, lke others,
had itsrife, and will have its fall. His con-.
tinuance is {fpecizlly limited, and St. Jobn fpeak-
ing of him (uys, ¢ Power was given to bim .
continue forty and two months ;*’ the fzme rime
the witnefles were cloathed with fackcloath;
and the fame time that 1the woman was in the
wildernefs, equal to 1260 prophbetic days. Now.

if the perfecutions under Antichriff, were lite.
ral, and comprehend only three years and one
half ; it weuld be a fliort duration, and nothing
to the perfecutions. under the Roman empErcrs,

asd many periecutiops fince Butif each day
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frould ‘reprefent a year, and denote that con=
tinnance of -time, then it would contain the
lomgeft period of perfecution, that the churck -
has (uffered from any one power or ftate, fince
the beginning of the world. Danielin his pros
phecy of the coming of the Meffiah, and the
particular time it fhould happen, prefixes it ¢¢ af
the end of feventy weeks after the going forth of
the cemmandment to build Ferafalem ;'? now if
we eftimate the time feventy weeks of years, it
amounts to 49o years, which was the exadt tinte
of the coming of the Meffiah ; fo thar the pré-
phecy in that place means by fo many days, that
number of years ; and that-a day reprefents 'a
prophetie year, is- agreeable 1o feriptare line
guage, in other pleces; Ezek.iv, 6, ¢ I have
appointed thee each day, for a year.”™ The
method of the Jews was to account thirty days
for a month, and twelve months for ‘a year,
which makes 1260 years, after that method df
computing ; and aboat-that time is the duratiol
of Anrichrift’s reign ; equal to the'4a monthse
that the little horn thould prevail ; #f thrat is thie
cafe, and we could with certainty alcertain the
particudar tinve of the rife, and beginning of the
reign of Antichrift, we might hkewife deter-
mine the fpecific time of his fall, and entire ru=
in and extirpation. And there is no doubt but
we may date his rife and beginning, either at the
time of his affumption of fpiritual monarchy, or
whren hebecante a temporal prince. Some havé
fuppofed he could not be efteemed the little
horn, which Daniel prophefied of, and corie
mence his reign until he acquired civil power,
and that was not until the year 727, when the
pope and people of Rome, revolted from rin.
sxarchate of Ravenna, as Sigonius fays, « Rome -

e
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sad the Roman dukedom came from the Greeks.
to the Roman pontiff.’? However, he made
greater acquifitions of temporal. power whea
epin, king of. France ceded ta him the axar-

chate of Ravenna, in 756; andinthe year 774,
likewife, the pope became poflefled of the kiug.
dom of the Lombards, by the affiftance of Charles
the great ; which three ftates conftitute the pat.
rimony of St. Peter- Now if we coufider the
rife, and date of Antichrift, to commence at bis
firtt afflumption of civil power, A« D. 727, then
his downtall will not terminate until-about the
year 1987, aleng period yet to come. But if.
we fuppofe him to begin his exiilence in the year
606, when the tyrant Phocas.granied him the
fupremacy, and made him (as far as lay in his.
power) oecomenical bithsp ;. then it would
bring his end not long from the year 1866, a.
bout an age from the prefent time. But it rather.
appears to me, that e may date his beginning
before he becams a temporal prince, by what the
prophet Daniel predi&ts concerning him ; Da.
niel, vii, 8, ““ I confidered the horns, and bebhold,
there came up among them another little horn, be-
fore whom were three of the firft borns pluckea up
by the roots »** where note, he is called a horn;
before he acquires his civil power.. But there is
another time that is mentioned as.the beginning
of the pope’s fpiritual monarchy, and that is the
year after CHrisT, 529 That was a time
when the pope grafped at univerfal power and
authority in the church : at that time the Juftin-
ian code of laws was publifhed, which gave great
power. to the clergy, and enabled them to tyrans
nize over both church and ftate ; and this fame
uftinian about the fame time declared the pope,

head, of all the churches,, and judge. in. ali;




ohtroverfies whatever ; and he in confequsethof)
laimed to be CHR1ST’s vicegerent on Earth §
nd fat in the temple of Gob, thewing himfelf
s Gop ; 2 Thefl. %, 3, 4 WhilR the greac~
ft errors and wickednefs prevailed amongift the
lergy, and all kinds of abfurdities were impofed:
n the laity. And likewife the benedi®ine or=
er of monks was then inftitated, which greatly
ipported the papal authority. And the tea
ingdoms that had their rife'in the Latin empire;,
' had their beginning as early as A. D. 525 ¢
» that the beall, as tocivil power, had his ex~
tence as early as this peried of time. Now & -

1e profperity and prevailing power of tie popey:

»mmenced in’the year §29, then it would ter=.
inate in the year 1789, about the beéginning of
1e French Revolution ; and what a fall pepery
1s had by thatr event, the world in a great
eafure are fenfible. His temporal authority
[taly was entirely everthrown, himfelf driv~
a from his capitel in an hoftde manner, and &
1ce dead ; and although it is faid there is ano=
ier eleted, there is very lirtle probalility; that
is monfter of wickednels will retain the powek
" his predeceflfors. Great revelutions are now -
king place in the world, and we muft wait the
ue, hoping that final and total deftru&tion, will
srily overtake hiats, :
‘The rife, progrefs, and laft ftate of the Row
an empire, together with its final deftruétion,
very minutely delcribed in the ii book of Efe:
as, in the xi and xii chapters ; however, I anr:
prifed thisisamongft the Apochryphal writers,:
t inafinuch as it correfponds in the main points
this prophecy, with the prophet Dan'el, and’
v Revelations of St. Joho, [ am inelimed (ac:
> u
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JeaR, in thefe particulars)'to give credence t@ ite
And to have a better view of it, I will give &
tranfcript of the principal part of that prophe-
ey, it book of Efdras xi, 1—17. * Then I faw
a dream, and behold there came up from the
‘Sea, an eagle which had twelve feathered wings
und three heads. And I faw, and behold, fhe
fpread her wings over all the Earth, and all the
winds of the air blew on ler, and were gacher-
ed together: And I beheld, and out of her
feathers, there grew other contrary feathers,
and they became little feathers and fmall. | But
her heads were at reft: the heud'in the midft
was greater than the other, yet refted it with
the refidue. Moreover I beheld, and lo, the ea-
ge flew with' her feathérs, and reigned upon
arth, and over them that dwelt therein. And
X faw that all things under Heaven were fuhjed
unto her, and no man fpake againft her, no not
one creature upon Earth. And' T beheld, and
3o, the eagle rofe upon her talons, and fp:ke to
her feathers faying, watch not all at once, fleep
every one in his own place, and waich by courfe.
But let the heads be preferved for the laft.—
And T beheld, and lo the voice went not out of
~Jer heads, but from:the midft-of her body. Acd
Y numbered her contrary feathers, and behald,
there were cight of them. And V'looked, arnd
behold, on the right fide there rofe one feather,
and reigned over all the Earth; and’ fo it was,
that when’'it reigned the end of it came, and
the place thereof appeared no more : fo that
the next following (tood up. ard reigned, and
hada great time. And it happened that wken
it reigned, the end of it came alfo, like s the’
~ firR, fo that it appeared no more. - There rame |
" & voice unto it and faid, hear thou that hark!
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.orne rule over the Earth fo long ¢ this 1
nto thee, before thou beginneth to appear no
nore, there thall none after thee attain unto th
ime, neither unto the half thereof : and the
eft reigned in (ucceflion, &c.”

This feems to be the interpretation, that the'
:agle was the fame as the fourth beaft prophe-
ied of by Daniel, and'the twelve feathers were
‘he twelve emperors of Ronie, of whom, Juliug
Cxfar was the firft, and Auguflus the fecond,
noted by his long reign.

And afierwards the prophet proceeds to relate
the laft remains of the Roman empire. ii Efdras
%i, 23—35. ‘“ And there was no more upoo the
e¢agles budy, but three heads that refted, and fi
Jittle wingse Then faw 1 alfo, that molmle
feaihers, divided themfzlves from the fixth, and'
remained under the head that was upon the
right fide, for the fous continued in their plice.
And | beheld, and lo, the feathers that were un-
der the wing thought to fet up themfelves, and
fo have the rule ; and { beheld, and lo, there
was one fet up, but fhortly it appearcd no more 3
dnd the fecond was fooner away than the firft.
And I beheld, and la, the two that remained
thought alfo to reign, and-when they fo theught
Behold, there awaked one of the heads, mm(ly,
it that was in the midlt, for that was greater

.han thé other two heads.  And then I faw that
the two other heads were joined with it, and
behold, the head was turned with them that
were vmh it, and did eat vp the two feathers
dnder the wings that would have reigned. Bux
this head put the whole Earth in fear, and boerd
rle in it, over all thafe thar dwelt upon the
Earth, with much oppreflion, and it had the
ivesoment of the world, more than all the
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wings thar had Leen.  Aud after this T behels,
and lo, the head that was in the midft, fuddenly
appeared no more, like as the wings.  But there
¥emained the two heads, which alfo in hke fort
ruled upon the Earth, and over thofe that dwelt
therein:  And [beheld, and lo, the head upon
- the right fide devoured it that was épon the left
fide.”” Chap. xii, 2,3, “ Aud I beheld the
head that remeined, and the four wings appear-
" ed no more, and the two went into it, and fet
themlelves up to reign, and their kingdom was
fmalt-and’ full of uproar. Aud 1faw, and be<
hold, they appeared no more, and the w hole bo.
dy of the eagle was burnt, fo that the Earth
was in great fear: then I' awaked cut of the
trouble and trance of my mind, aud from great:
fear, 1 faid unto my fpirit, &c.””

Now to have a clearer view of the prefent
ftite of theremains of the Roman empirein the’
laft ftsge of it, we will attend to the inferpretas
tion ot the three heads, that remained. Chap.
%Kity 22—=30, ““ And whereas thou faweft three
heads refting, this is the interpretation : in his
Iaft days mall' the Moft High raife up 1hree
Y?ngdoms, and renew many things therein, and".
they fhail have the dominien of the Earth, and
of thofe that thall dwell therein, with much op.
preffion, above all thofe that were before them &
therefore they were called the heads of the ea:
dgle. Tor thefe are they which thall accomplith!
His wickednefs, arnd that thall finilh .his laft erd.
And whereas thou faweft that the great head’
dppeared no more, it fignifies, that one of them,

- fhail die upon his bed, and yet with pain. Feor
the two that remain fhall be flain with the fword,
for the fword of the one, fhall devour the oth.
€r 3 but at /the lalt thall he fall, through the
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‘word himfelf. And whereas thou. faweft twer
‘eathers undér the wings pafling over the head,.
:hat is on the right fide; it fignifies that thefe
sre they whom the Highelt hath kept unto e
sad, this is the (mall kingdom, and full of trou-
3lc as thou faweft.’”:

Now fuflcr we to make fome remarks con-
terning thefe three heads, who they. are, and
what will be their final catafirophe and latt end.
bt appears tome that the great head which was.
in the midft, was vo other than the man of fin,
or the papal hierarchy; who, theugh his tem-
poral power was fmall, yet his fpiritual domin.
ions were very extenfive, comprekending at one-
ttme nearly alt Europe- And at'the fame tine
he had a vaft influence by his policy, and by his.
bulls and excommunications on European prin»
cess And as to his exit, whether: he is already
dead, oris now dying on his bed; time muft de.
termine. However, his dowufall is to precede
either of the two heads by this prophecy.

As to the other two hreads, I fhould paturally
fuppofe them the twe leading ftates, or king.-
doms; in Burope, France and Germany, or the
houfe of Auftria, and that of- Bourbon :. for
thefe, for a long feries of time, have been the
moft potent amonglt the European powers.—
And Europe was the very feat of the Eagle or
Roman empire. And they were joined each of:
them with. the great head; thie papal governw
mente

The next thing-that occurs to my mind, is
this; which is the head on the right fide? For
that being folved, fundry events depend upon-
ir, and important futurities will (in fome meaf>
ure) open to view. As to location from the the=
atre of prophecy; Erance muRt he deemed. thg:
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sight head or kingdom. This right head or
fiate, Mould be a fma:l kingdom, in comparifon
with the once great Roman emwpire, and full of
trouble and uproar. Now was there ever &
kingdom or ftate more replete, and full of rev-
elutions and uproars than Fraice ? troublefome
to themf{elvesand to the ncighboring nations.—
All Europe, and parts of Afia, Africa and Amer.
ica, have been for fome years ecnvulfed by rea-
fon of the revolutions in Frunce, and their cen
tinual wars. Should this pofition prove true,
that France is the right head, and Germauny the
lefr, then we might obferve the confequence
prophefied of to take place hereafter, vid.2
Efdras, chap. xi, vere 235, forecited, ¢ #nd Ibe.
beld, and la, the head upon the riglt fide, devoured
#t that was on the lcft fide.”” Compared with
ehap. xii, ver. 27, 28, the fame bock, ¢ For the
tws that remain, fhull be flain with the fword ; for
the fward of the ons, fhull devour the other ; but
at tke lafl, frall be fail through the fword himyfelf.,”
‘The fum of the whole, is this, if this prophecy
of Efdras is of divine origin, and my comment
be jult upon it, (and that I mult fubmit to the
honeft enquirer) then the papal hierarchy will
come toits end firft ; next, France hereafter,
fhall conquer Germany in war, or by the fword;
and uvext, that two rulers er men, fhall rife and
endeavor to rule in France, and extend their
empire. But in procefs of time, France fhall
Ykewile fall by the fword, and this fhall he the
Taft reli¢t of the old Roman empire, and all ix
tyrananiess )

Was I to draw my conclufions by reafon only,
I fhould doubtlefs have a- different opinion o
the ifflue of the prefent war, efpecially when !
sonfider three mighty empires, viz. the Ruffian,

o
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'rman and Ottoman, coalefced with Grem
itain, miftrefs of the ocean, together with al-
£t every ftate’ in Europe, and many in Afia,
rica and America, all combined againit this
e Republic : I fay, generally, no doubs, thould
ink, according to resfon, that France muft be
equal to fuch a combat, and yield to fo migh=
a torrent, and fuch an event would lke=
fe be agreesble to the greateft partof the
lde  Bui we moft reft contented, and kaow,
at by the dint of reafun anly, we cannot fore=-
Il ali future events ; nor always.knew, whet je-
r the beft, in the great {yftem of Providence.
here is a fure prophecy that-implies, that all'
aders of the civil powers of ‘the papal com-
union, and that of the hierarchy of Rome,
all be both uvercome in war : and it appears-
'ry prebable to me, that the emperer of Ger--
any and the pope are thofe leaders, and may be-
rmed the beaft and falfe prophet. But wheths’
 this will be effeted by France in the prefent-
* fome future war, or fome other people or na-
on, time will difcover : vide Rev. xix, 19, 20,
And I faw the beaf?, and the kings of the earth,
1d their armies gathered together to make war
gainft him that fat on the horfe, and againfl his:
rmy. And the beaft was taken, and with kim
e - falfe prophet,®” &c. where we may oblerve, -
1at in the laft fatal war to the enemiesof the
auarch, it isnot the kings of the Earth, nor alt:
areir armies and forces colleéted, can fave the-
caft and the man of fin in the finsl iffue of
1ngss ‘ :
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CHAP V.

On the Sixth Vial.
Revelations xvi, 12¢

" And the fixth angel poured out his vial en the
great river Eupbrates, and the waters thereof wes
dricd up, that the way of the kings of the caft
might be prepared. . .

HE feven wials denote feven plagues or

4 judgments.of Gop, which have, or will
‘be infliGed vpon the inhabitants of the Earth ;
but principally on the beaft or antichritt ; and
thefe plagues will finally end in the defiructioa
.oS. all the antichriftian powers. It is reprefent-
-ed that it is committed to the miniftry of angels,
to put thefe judgments into execution, and they

are commanded by a voice out of the temple or
saracle of Gap, to pour out thefe vials.of wrath

in order and fucceflion. The duration of thefe
plagues, will occupy a long fpace of time, as
comprehending the meft confiderable judgments

- wpon antichrift, to his final ruin. That one of
" thefe vials has been of +late, and is now perhaps

~ pouring out, is almoft without a doubt, and the

~ judgments and revolutions fignified thereby; ta-

- king place at this period. But I proceed more
immedistely to treat of the fixth vial and its ef.
fe&s. - This vial is poured out on the great river
Euphrates, and the waters thereof were dried

~ up, toprepare the way for the kings of the eaft.
As this undoubtedly has an allufion to myftical
Babylon, it may illuftrate the fubje& to rake s
view of anciens Babyleny Thatcity was fiam

e
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ed'on- that great river Euphrates, whofe waters
1 part, at leaft, ran through ir, and ferved asa
vall at each end of the city ; while at the fame
ime it afforded ample fupplies for the numerous
ahabitants, which was very neceffary for them
n fo great a city, which is related to be fifteen
niles fquares” And although the walls of the
ity, were fo prodigious for height and thicknefs,
1S to appear at a diftance like long extended
nountains, yet, the river was not only its princi«
nal fupport, butitschiefeft ftrength, and ferved
retter than any other fortifications for that pure
ofe. All attempts to take the city, were fruite
efs, until Cyrus, the Perfian general, by a ftrat<
‘gem, turned the river out of its courfe, and
‘netered by night, throagh its channel, inro the
ity, and captured it by furprife ; it was there~
ore, by that means, that the kings of the eaft,
he Medes and Perfians, conquered that great
'mpire of Babylon. To apply this to, myftical
3abylon, the popes have imbibed the moft dame
vable herefies, as matters of faith and pragtice,
ind if any thing, outftript ancient Babylon, or
Rome, in the groflet idolatries and abfurdities ;.
and fupported all thefe abominations by the ty-
ranny and fwords of {ome of the moft power ful
monarchs in Europe. ’

This fyftem of wickednefs invented by all the
policy of the bottomlefs pit, has ftood the teft
againftall endeavors for a reformation for more
than 1100 yearse But by the French revolu-
tion, and late wars, Rome, or modern Babylon,
has had her revenues and refources taken away,
and all means of her fafety deftroyed. Indeed,
what is not done ? The French nation, nume-
rous and powerful, haxvie revolted from uader
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the [piritual jurifdiGtion of the pope, and levelled
10 the ground the hierarchy of Rome, in their
extenfive dominions; and even ufed the moft
ghocking cruelties to many of the Romifh clergy.
“Thofe of that communion have hereiofore per-
fécoted the diffenters from them,. and prote-
ftanis, with fire and fword ; and many of them
in their torn, are flain by the fword, nor hasit
been in’ the power of Earopean princes to de.
Jiver them. And not only the fpiritual power
of "the pope, has, by the late revolutions fuffer.
ed a violent fhock, but his temporal auchority at
refent is nearly .annihilated. The French
gave entered Ituly, attended with viGory, and
committed great ravages and depredations, and
fubjugated great part of it, and captured Rome
itfelf—and drove the fovereign pontiff there-
from ; and whether he will ever recover his
temporal dominions, and St. Peter’s patrimony
in Italy again, time muft determine. Or the
drying up of the waters of the great river Euphra-
tes, may allude to, or denote the overthrow of
the Ottoman empire in the eaft, fo far as to pres
pare the way for the defcendants of Jacob, or
Ifrael to the holy land, and for the reftoration
of chriftianity among the eaftern nations. The
ten tribes of Ifrael were carried away captive
by the kings of Affyria, 2500 years patft, o
more., As refpe&ting the remains of the ten
tribes, who they are at prefent, where the place
of their refidence is, may be matter of conje-
ure. Yet, there 2re fundry prediions, con.
cerning their reftoration to the holyland.  And
the prophet Ifaiah fays,  with bis mighty wind,
yhall be fbake his hand cver the river, and fmite bis
Jeven flreams, and make men go over dry fho
#d there fball be an highway, for the remnant o
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is people, whick fhall be left from Afyria, like as
t was to lfrazlin the day he came out of the land
f Egypt.”> Here we may remark, that thete is
articalar mention made, of drying vp of the
Luphrates, to facilitate the return of the Ifrael.
tes to Paleftine. : . o

Iris fure, as I have heretofore often remarke
d, that there will be a re.fettlement of the
‘ews in the holy land, and they will be'attended
vith profperity and happinefs ; and can it be
xpedted, at that time they will be fubjetted to
be Turkith yoke? *When Satan is bound; and
hall not be admitted to deceive the nations
iny more ; can we fuppofe that the Mahometan
mpofture will have a predominancy among the’
saftern nations ? 1 think by no means. N

Rev. xvi, 13—16. ¢ And I faw three und
lean (pirits, like frogs; come out of the mouth
»f the beaft, and out of the mouth of the filfe
yrophet.  For they are the fpirits of devils,
working miracles, which go forth unto the kings. -
f the earth, and of the whole world, to gather -
‘hem to the bartle of that great day of Gop
Almighty. Behold, I come as a thief, bleffed is
he that watcheth, and keepeth his garments, left
he walk naked, and they fee his fhame. And he,
gathered them together into a place called in
the Hebrew tongue Armageddoen.”?

In order to gain as proper ideas of thefe ver{-
es as we are able to acquire, let us endeavor ta
explain fome terms contained in them. - By the
dragon, in this place is, no doubt, meant the old
Serpent the devil, or Rome pagan, which had
feven heads and ten horns, and ten crowns (ox
his heads ; but in this ftage of the prophecy, it
May reprefcnt fome of thofe powers that fuccéed

~ -



(8 )

the old Roman empire, as the Ottoman empire -
in the eaft, and fome remains of it in the weil.

By the beaft we may underitand, him whe
afcended out of the bortomlefs pit, with feven
heads and ten horos; and at the prefent time it
may denote the civil powers of the Roman, or
papal communion : and altho’ the imperial form
of government received a deadly wound by the
overthrow of that empire by the n®fthern na-
tions, yet the deadly wound, in fome meafure,
was healed, by the rife and continuance of ihe
weftern or Germanic empire, which affumes the
title of the holy Roman empire to this day.
~ The falfe prophet may reprefent fome order,
or body of ecclefiaftics that adhere to a {falfe
religion, and who is more likely to be meant
than the pope and his clergy ?

If our comment of the enemies of the church
be right, and agreeable to the meaning of thefe
verfes, then by the dragon, beaft and falfe
prophet, the whele of the remains of the old Ro.
man empire, both in the eaft and weft, with all
their auxiliaries or allies, are included.  And
the hierarchy of Rome extended through con-
fiderable part of the once weftern empire ; and
the Mahometan impafture in the eaft, which lit=
erally fprang from the falfe prophet Mahomet.

" But we may obferve farther, that this pro
phecy fully indicates that all thefe three fhall
combine in council, and take fimilar meafures
and refolutions in their courts, and thall fend
emiflaries or embafladors, (who are termed fpir-
its, for their aivity, and demons, for their in-
triguing arts, lying wonders and miracles)
and fhall be inceflant in their addrefles and ems.
baflies, like croaking frogs to bring about their
defignss And the grand obje& of their embaf




Y wasto the kings of the Earth, and the whole,
vorld, for the purpofe of exciting thofe powers.
‘0 war ; to gather them to the battle of the.
yreat day of Gop ALMIGHTY ; a day wherein
rreat wonders fhould be difplayed in the de-
tru@ion of the enemies of the true church, and
iltimately promote the happinefs of mankind.
And ¢ they fhall be gathcred into a place called in
he hebrew tongue Armageddon.”® This Arma. . .
reddon was a city belonging te the tribe of Ma-
1affeh, where Jofhua fought with the kings of
Canaan ; it was farther noted on account of Je.
10’s killing Ahaziah and Joram, kings of Ifrael
ind Judah, and it was ftill more memorable on
iccount of the death of king Jofiah, flain by
Pharaoh Necho; in fhort a place noted for
laughter, and difaftrous to kings 3 fo that it is fair.
y to be inferred by this prophecy, that the end
ind effet of this mighty combination and con.
‘edaracy of kings and princes fhould be a bleody
war, and deftru@ive to its propagators.

The pouring out of this {ixth vial, has by
‘ome been conje@ured, to happen between the
7ears 1700 and 19oo ; and it is highly probable
:0 me, that many of the events fignified thereby,
are in this prefent age fulfiling, at leaft in part.
it appears to me very evident, that thereis a
great analogy and fimilarity between this pro-
shecy and the events that have, and are takin
place and coming to pafs. And even in refpeg
:0 the French revolution : for in the begin-
ning of it, many of the firft chara@ers in that
nation were. fo far enlightened, as plainly te
serceive that they were under the moft abje@
lavery, both of a civil and religiots nature.—
For the purpofe of a_clquiring and gaining their.

- Ha ;
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fiberties and rights, many confpired againft the
civil governmeat in that kingdom ; and the mul.
titude and mafs of people being principally ig-
norant of the true principles of liberty and
good government, and frequently fhirred dp,
and fet on by ambitious men, the moft violent
" popular commotions happened that are recorded
(perhaps) in the annals of time. The popular
rage was like a mighty torrent that bore dowa
all before it. The king of France, his queen,
and fome others of the royal family, fell vi&ims
to their rage ; againft whom, they exercifed the
moft horrid crueliies, and proceeded to deftroy
and extirpate both monarchy and prelacy, and
all kinds of hereditary nobility out of that great
kingdom : and not only fo, but ufed their influ-
ence againft kings, and kingly government in
genera%, and 1 may fay, (perhaps) that many of
‘the Jacobine adted againit every form of good
government.

This alarmed many of the European princes
fo much, that they feemed to make it a common
caufe againft France.

The emperor of Germany being brother to
the queen of France, and their executing the
king, and queen his fifter, and nearly deftroying
the royal family, irritated him grevioufly ; he

" thereupon made war upon France, and excited
@s many other princes to do the fame, as lay in
his power.  Ina word, almoft all the kings and
princes in Evrope were, by fome means or other,
confederated againft France 3 it was the grand
allimce of manarchs againfl France. The kings
were gathered together to the battle of the
greatday of Gob ALMIGHTY.

Bat furthermore, the popith ecclefiaftics re

«cived @ dreadful blow by the French revolu-
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tien, therefore, they of confequence endeavored,
by their councils and influence, to affift the
French clergy, and reftore royalty to France.
For the pope, and all his clergy being greaily
affected on this occafion, could not be fuppofed
to ftand idle fpe@ators.in fo critical a ficuation
of their fpiritual dominions: and I believe it
may be affirmed with candor that the ecclefi-
altics of the popith communion were as fpirited,
and as a&ive, to excite the European princes to™*
the war againt the French. as lay in_their pow.
er. And many of the emigrants being clergy.
men, they reforted to moft of the courtsin Eu-
rope, for affitance againft the republicans of

rance, for the purpofe of being reinftated in
their former fituation. Thus we find thefe
three powers, viz. tle dragon, or the remains
of the old Roman empire, Turkey and Ruffia,
&<. aud ithe beaft, the emperor of Germany,
and his confederates the kings of Europe, and
the falfe prophet the pope, and his hierarchy,
all coalelcing, and Rirring vp all for war againft
France. .

And as to the event of this confederation of
kings, does not there feem to appear a fulfilment
of late, and at the prefent time ? Have not
the European kings and princes been gathered
jnto Armageddon or place of flaughter and de-
firu@ion, or endureda bloady war? Every one
that is tolerably acquainted with the late, and
prefent wars and revolutions in Europe, muft
own that they are dreadful. They have been
carried on by all parties with the greateft fero.
city 3 bloodfhed and carnage, have been the
fleady attendants of this terrible conteft. How
much the kings and prioces have fuffered in this
war, is almoft unscccuntable ; efpecizlly of the
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Roman communion : the judgments fignified by
the fixth vial feemed to be defigned principally
againft the beaft, and falfe prophet. The em-
peror of Germany, the leader of the princes of
the Roman communion, has been long involved
in a bloody war, in which he has not only cx-
haufted his treafures, but has been deprived of
many extenfive territories ; and if 1he war con.
tinues, who can tell the fate of that empire 2

Spain has been unfortunate as yet, in thé
mighty conteft; drawn into alohg and cruel
war, and in danger of being ingulphed in the
vortex of the terrible republic.

But has that popith country, France, one of
the greateit horns of the beaft, thared a better
fate ? The monarch of that great kingdom,
was fliled in former times, by the fovereign
pontiff of Rome, His moft “ Chriflian NMajefly,
the eldeft for of the church, &c.

But what has been the fate of the once grand
monarch ? Sad indeed ! for after many dil-
turbances and inteftine broils, which he endeavs
ored to quiet and compofe ; a violent popular
infurretion arofe wherein he was artacked, his
- faithful guards flain, his perfon confined and
imprifoned, be tried without juftice, corndeirned
without mercy, and executed without relenting ;
and the queen  and many of the royal family
fhared a fimilar fate.

But what has been the fituation of the adhe-
rents to that uohappy prince, and the royalifts
in general t truly lamentable, their perfons per.
fecuted, their effates confifcated, and they obli.

" ged to ily their country, to fave their lives.

And almoft every city that remained favorices
tomonarchy, were deluged in bloed, and many
oiher inhabitants deftroyed, without diftinQion




(93 )
of ageor fex. Totake a juft furvey of the mifu
eriesof France, would be fufficient to make the
moft obdmrate hear: relent, or flinty heart to
fhed 2 tear.

But itis eafy, if we confult the facred ofacles,
to give the reafon why fuch dreadful calamities
are inflicted on the Roman Catholics = it is the
juft judgment of Heaven upon them ; for the
time has been, when thoufands and millions of
pious perfons in France, for the fake of a good
confcience, and adhering to the truths of the
gofpel, in oppofition to the idolatries and blaf-
phemies of the whore of Babyluon, have been
flaughtered and murdered, by the royal mouflers
of France : wherefore deffrudion iike a whirl-
wind came upon them.

But when,_(as at prefent) we fee a cloud
big with fate, hang over the eaftern hemifphere
portenrous of dreadful deftra®ion opon all An.
tichriftian idola:ers, and perhaps many of the
righteous may likewife fuffer in fuch gencral ca-
lamities, which are conftantly taking place; and
when thofe convulfions ameng the European
powers greatly aflect us, as already they have
doue, and may in future, likewife, What line
of condu@ thall we purfue 0 avoid the evils
that attend them !  Here fuffer we (tho it may
feem a digreflion} to make fome remarks. What
fhall hinder our taking every meafure that hue
man prudence can diate, to ward off thofe
evils and dangers ¢ No- doubt it is the duty
of rulers to exert themfelves to prote& the libe
erties of the people, both &ivil ard religious s
to eafe the burdens of the opprefled, as far 43
the exigencies of the gorernment -will admite
We may remembet that- when the people of If. .
#ael patitioned Rehoboam, w0 redtes théix
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grievances, and to eafe them of burders impufed
by his father Solomon, to know what method to
purfue with his people, Lé reforts to his two
claffes of counfellors, the old, and the young.
The ficlt advile him to relax, and eafe the bur.
cens of the pecple as far as pofiible. But kis
other counfellors, the rafh young men, advife
to ufe rigorous mealures, and ftill lay heavier
imp~fitions upon his fubjedts. He imprudently
purfues the advice of the young men, and by
that means, the ten tribes of Ifrael revolr, and
he forever loofesthe greater part of his fubjeés.
At the fame time itis the duty of thofe that
prefide, to do what is in their power, to render
government firm and energetic ; fo as to m.ke
the-rulersa terror to evll doers, and a praife to
them who do well.

And can any difpute but what it is the recip-
rocal duty of the people who are governed, to
unite in fupporting good rulers, whofe tafk is
arduous and truft important, and afford them ev.
ery afliftance that lies in their power ? At pref-
ent the American empire is in its infantile ftate,
and has te encounter the European fyftem of
diplomatic intrigning, and ftudied plans of de.
fign and enterprife. But can we expe&, that
either of the courts of London or Paris, will

- ever greatly benefit us, unlefs prompted to it
by intereft to themfelves? Is it not our duty
then, to arm both by fea and land, and every
way provide againft a day of adverfity ? efpe-
cially by fea, by increafing our navy, which may
greatly aflift and promote-our trade and come
merce, and gnard our long extended coafts from
any fdreign invafion. . It is true, .if.we - view
things on a rational fcale, we have no powerful
gacmies on this Conginent, at prefent, greatly
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annoy us : and favorable to us, (as we hope)
e are fituated ata great diftance from the cone
nding nartions in Europe, the feat of blood-
ed, who might wifl to involve us in their wars.
‘hereis no apparent danger to us, as I can per.
:sive, but from two European nations’; the oné¢
iiftrefs of the feas, the other powerful'by lafid ;
ug. as they are rival powers, if the ore uhjuitly
'vies war againft us, we might, gtnerally fpeaks
1g, gain. the affit .nce of the other: Unity

mong the. feveral (tates; and a good"cb’n_ﬁim‘: '

ion inviolably fupported, may'conduce’ té" thé

appinefs of millions in the prefeat atid“fucd

eeding ages. Perhaps there is no nafion’hiips
ier, or enjoying more priveledges, than the
\mericans : never tamely give them up, let e
ry one exert himfelf to the utmolt, to“trahf«
ait them to the lateft pofterity. '
But we may obferve with furprife, the many

iwrophefies that have lately been and are now-

ulfilling—indeed, that every thing is accom-
llithed, until the feventh trumpet (hal! begin to
ound, and the feventh vial is poured out': to be
nore particular, in the firft place, it feems pret~
y evident, that the two witneffes mentioned in
lev. xi, have been flain, and have had their
efurre@tion. By thefe two witnefles, we can<
10t underftand any two particular perfons in thé
hurch, but a fucceflion of perfons though {mal}
n number, yet (ufficient to bear teftimony of the
ruth of the gofpel do&trines and worfhip ; and
wwoteft againft, and oppofe the grofs idolatries
ind fuperflitions of the church of Rome. Ttis
irue, that during the time of their miflion, 1266
jays, they were difperfed and fat in faccloth,
wnd were forely perfecuted ; but towards the
dofe of thieir miflion; the beaft that akended
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out of the bettomlefs pit, fhould make war up.
on them and kil them. Some have fuppofed
this tq be accomplifhed by the French kings,
apd began when Lewis xiv, repealed the edi@
of Nantz, from which time he and his fucceflors
carried on the moft unremitied ftate of perfecny
tian agaiufts the proteftands of that kingdom,
and exercifed the moft fhocking cruelties upon
them, for the fpace of three lunar days and one
Ralf, i. e. accounting 3 month of years for one
~ day, amounting ta 105 years ; and during
which time, vear g,q00,000 were plundered,
banithed or murdered, in fhort, fupprefled, and
clitically killed ; and fo remained until the
g’rench revolution, A.D-. 1789, at which tims
thafe that efcaped death or banifhment, enjoyed
in fome meafure, the liberty of gonicience.

Rev. xi. 13.  “ And the fume hour was ther
@ great earthquake, and - the 10th part of the city
fell, andin the earthquake were flain of men 7000,
and the remsant were affirighted, and pave glry
to the GOD of Heaven. At the {ame time with
the refurre@®ion of the witnefles, ¢ there was 4
&reat carthquake,” which fignifies revolutions
and commotions, and the tottering or fall, of
ftates or kingdoms, and by which earthquake a
tenth part of the city, or beaft’s kingdom fell,
i e. one horn, or tenth part of the papal com*
munion. .

France was one of the ten horns of the beaft,
and at the revolution, threw off the tyranvy
of the pope, and [eparated themfelves from that
commuaion ; and, it may be aflirmed with veri-
‘ty, that the tenth part, and much more, of the
pope’s fpiritual kingdom, was rent from him by
she revolution, in a very fingular manuer.—
X 4nud in the carthquake there were fluin.of mes
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9000.” Butin the originalit is, there were flain
[even thoufand names of men ; the war was
againft the names of men, their titles, offices
and prerogatives, rather than againft their per-
fons : and by this convulfien in France, all their
diftin&ions were thrown down, and nobility and
prelacy abolifhed, which feems to comport with
the prophecy extremely well. . -

And if the feven thunders were to occupy,
and take place, between the fixih and feventh
trumpets, it appears to me slfo, that they have
attered their voices, between the years 1700
and 1791, for it is altogether likely they denote
[even remarkable wars. And it has been long
fince remarked, that there has in that period of
time happened among thc Evropean powers,
feven memorable wars, before the French rev.
olation. And I thirk there can be but littde
difpute but what the fixth vial is already poured
out, and its effecs taken placein a great meafure
as 1 have before remaiked : what remas then, .
but the feventh trumpet, - aud feventh vial, te
fucceed. - Co '

s e
CiaAP VI

On the Scvenih Viale

‘ Revelations xvi, 17—~21.
£ AND the feventh angel poured out hig
vial into the air: and there came a
great voice out of the temple of Heaven, from
the throne, faying, it is done. And there were
voices and thunders and lightnings : and there
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was a great Earthquake, fuch as was net fince
men were upon the Earth, fo mighty an Earthe
quake, and fo great. Anmd the great city was
zfvided into three parts, and the cities of the
nations fell : and great Babylon camé in renem-
brance before Gob, to give unto her the cupof
the wine of the fiercenefs of his wrath. And
every ifland fled away, and the mountains were
not found. And there fell upon men a great
hail out of Heaven, every flone about the weight
of a talent; and men blafphemed Gop becaufe
of the plague of the hail : for the plague there.
of was exceeding great.”’

This laft cup of Gop’s wrath poured into the
place of Satan’s refidence and empire, will over.
throw his power in this world, foritis faid witha
great voice it is done ; that is, the plagues and
woes from Gob fhall be inflicted on the wicked,
to their utter defirudion. Dreadful wars and
rumors of wars, peftilence and famine, will
fcom‘-_ge the inhabitants of the Earth : which at
the fame time is emphatically peinted out by
the prophet daniel, chap. xii, 1, “ #nd there
Jhall be a time of trouble, fuch as never was finct
there was a nation, even to that fame time> We
may note likewife, in the preceding chapter is
predited the overthrow of the Ottoman em-
- pire, under the name of the king of the north
¢¢ Tidings out of the eaft and ont o} the north fholl
trouble him, &c. It istrue the French have al
ready given the Turks troublein the eaft, and
Pafawan Oglou in the north by rebelling againft
them. However that prophecy may have ref.
erence to fomething in future, ftill more deflru&
ive to them.

.But tl?cfc troubles and plagues to the world,
being lill 10 come to pafs, time alone can bef
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difclofe the fpecial means and manner of them:
But the fame events being fignified by the pour-
ing out of the feventh vial, and the begibnin
of the feventh trumpet, when it fhall fouud;
I refer the reader to that for fome farther ob-
fervations refpe@ing them. ,

CHAP. VIL
Ov the Seventh Trumpets
Revelations xi, 15.

And the feventh angel founded ; and there were
great wices in Heaven, faying, the kingdoms of
this world are become the kingdoms of our LORD,
and of his CHRISF ; and he fhall reiga forever
and ever. : o

TH!S is the third woe trumpet, and quickly
fucceeds the events which take place un.
der the fecond woe ; for it is faid when the fe-
cond woe is paft, behold, the third woe cometh
quickly. Revs xi, 14. The firk and fecond
woes were permitted by Providence, to punith
the Greek church for their idolatries and cor-
ruptions. ‘ '

The third woe to the inhabitants of the
Earth, will be the miferies brought upon them,
by the ruin and downfall of the antichriftian
powers.

The duration of this trumpet will include a
leng feries of time; and many evenis fucceed
each other : fome will be very calamitous to-
the world, as the anger of the natious and the

wrath of GoD in sheir defiru@ion, which wild -
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be eflefted by wars, revolutions, and ptagues of.
various kinds ; whillt others will be matter of
great joy and confolation to the true church, as
their viGory over their enemies, and the pleal
ing fcenes of the millennium and the latter day
glory. The third woe to the world fhall be fin.
ifhed when this trumpet begins to found, which
is agreeable to St. John’s prophecy, Rev. x, 7.
* But in the duys of the feventh angel when ke
Jhail begin to found, the myftery of GUD fhall be
Sinifbed, as be bath declared to bis fervants the
prophets.’®  Thatis, fo far as the feventh trum.
pet may be confidered as a woe trumpet, in per-
mitting revolutions, plagues and wocs upon all
-antichriftian powers, fo far it fhall be completed
and finithed, when thefe enemies to the true
ehurch, fhall be deftroyed and come to an end.

Andit feems, that the great, open and moft
confpicuous enemies to true religion, are the
fupporters of mahometiim in the eaft, and
popery in the weft : but we moft not confine
it to them alone, for how many, in do&rine and
praice, in almoft every community, oppofe the
truth. of the gofpel, and may be denominated
-antichriftians, and enemies. te the true church?
The man of fin has of late loft his eldeft fon,
bat is not yet childlefs, and the whore of Bab-
ylon has her daughters ftill exifting.

But it may be remarked, the commencement
of the feventh trumpet when it fhall begin to
found, and the pouring out of the feventh vial,
will in fome meafure {ynchronize, or the fame
events fignified by both of them, will happen at
the fame time ; for it is declared, upon pouring
out the feventli vial, * It is done, and there if.
Jued voices and thunders and lightnings, and there
wes a great Earthgquake, [uch as was not fincs
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men were upon Earth, andfo great. And tie
great city was divided into ibree parts, and the
cities of the nations fell, &c.  And there fell up~
on men a great hail out of Heaven, every flone a-
bout the weight of atalent, and men blajphemrd
GOD, becaue of the plague of the hail, for the
plague thereof was exceeding great.”’ Rev. 1,206

And upon the feventh angel’s foundmg his
trumpet, ¢ There were voices and thunders and
dightnings, and an Earthquake and great hail.”’

W hat is meant by the voices, lightnings, thun.
drings, Earthqaake and hail may not be fully un-
derftood by us at prefent, as it is probable fome
of thefe events have not been accomplithed ;
however, it appears to me probable, that by
Voices, is meant uproars, rumors and declara-
tions of war, among contending nations.

By lightnings and thunderings, a war of ele-
ments,' may - indicate wars, devaftations and
blood(hed, among people and nations.

The Earthquake here mentioned, very evi-
dently denotes the tottering and overthrow of
{tates and kingdems, as it will divide.the gredt
ity Babylon, or Rome, in twain, and throw
down the cities of the nations.

By the great hail, 1 believe we may under-
ftand, fome immediate judgment from Heaven ;

this plague does not arife from men, it is nore .

immediately from Gop. And as hail is engen.

dered of exceflive heats and cclds it may denote

a great.intemperature of the feafons, which may
be produétive of peftilence and faminés, in va.
Tious parts of the world.

Now if the fud period of time has arrived,
when the feventh rrumpet bepins.to found. aud
the {eventh visl is commencing (3 itis jrusable

. : o oha : _

-
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<o me they have) what may we expe&, -but vp-
goars, and rumors of dreadful wars? Nation
contending with nation, and kingdom agaieft
kingdem ? The wars already, in Europe, have
‘been bloody and ruinous, but accerding to the
prophecies, this er the next generation, mutt fee
ftill more terrific fcenes of {luughter and blood-
dhed. And what revolutions and overthrow
of kingdoms and ftates may we not expe&t
Such as never was known fince the beginning
of time, denoted by ‘the tremendous Earth.
quake in this praphecy.” Rome papal will be
4hook to the centre, and become a prey amongf
the belligerent’powers, and the cities of the na-
gions fhall be overthrown.

Bur has no: every one, reafon to fear the
fpecial judgments of Heaven denoted by the
bhail 2 >trange intemperature of the feafonsmay
be prevalent, fometimes we may :be chilled with
extreme cold,.and at other times fcorched with
exceflive beats, and what famines and peftilence
‘may enfue, we know not : which inflead of |
deading men to repentance, khall :make ‘them
dlafpheme.

It is true already, that in fome parts of Ee-
rope, a great intemperature of the feafons has
prevailed, and Lkewife there has been.a preat
fcarcity of provifions, in fundry partsthercof—
And the Americans, of late years, have to Ja
sment the lofs of theufands of their: inhabirants,
{wept away by a raging epidemical fever.

The feventh truompet is calleda woe truampet,
by reafon of the judgments that were to happen
to mankird when it begins to found ; and it ap.
pears to me that the woe has begun to the Ro-
guan Catholics, by the revolation in France.~
That a revolution oi fame kind was requfite in
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France, cannot admit of a daubt. The come
mon people were in a flate.of the moft abje&
flavery, hoth in refpe@ of their civil governs
men:, and in matters of a religions natuge.—=
Aud many perfons of good underfltanding, in
that great nation, were well defigned, and meant
to bring about a refurmation, but the people at
large took the.mof} violeat meafures to attain it :
however, when we.confider the volubility of the
French nation, and .their great numbers, at the
fame time that they had no ftable form of gov-
ernment, and were nearly in a flate of anarchy,
and violent parties exifting in the bowels of the
ftate, and potent enemies abroad, we may ace
eount in fome meafure, for the terrible ontragas
and horrid cruelties whigh enfued, and rendeced
France a theatre of bloud- However, upan
their deftroying monarchy, and all orders of ne-
bilizy and prelacy, in their-extended dominions,
it had a_great influence.an the princesof :tRuropg
in general ; they feemed.to make :it 2 ecmmon
caufe,:and coalefced in:a war againft France.—»
Al though fhe had many enemies to enconnter,

they conducted their affaiss in.the war, with fyeh _

policy as not only to defend themfelves, but
like wife to make aa offenfive war—they deftroy,
ed the batlile, opened prifon doors,.and proclaim.
ed Liberty, Properiy and -Equality ; and with
thele plealing ideas, joined with the promifes of
plunder, wealth and honors, they fired their ar.
mies with an uncommon zeal and ardor. Theip
armies being very numerous,.2nd inflamed with
an -enthufiaftic fpirit, they -fought maay battles
with nncommon fuccefs : and being fluthed with
viGory, they overrun, fubdued, and conquered
many countries in Europe ; in thort, for -theip
fudden invafions, and .the celericy. of sheircou-
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quefts, among the neighboring nations, they
equalled the Saracens or Turks, in their greatett
career of fubduing. The people adjacent so0
them, and 1 believe the clergy of the church of
Rome in general, will affent, that the French
nation have been a {courge and woe to the pro.
feflors of the catholic faith, (as they term them.
{elves ;) and it is rather probable in the fequel
of affuirs, that the French nation willbe the in-
ftronents of the deftru@tion of fpiiitual Bab.
ylon.

Burt in difcourfing on this fubje&, there natu-
rally acifes a matter of delicacy, and a difagree.
able idea is apt to occur to the mind, when we
fee the great revolutions in the. world, and by
what means they are effected. That the church
of Rome, who by her wicked machinations and
devices, has involved the greater part of Eu-
rope in the thickeft clouds of ignorance, for
more than 1100 years, and who has communica-
ted her idolatries to the kings and princes of
the Earth, and wantoned in the blood of faints
and marwyrs ; that fhe fhould fall and be def-
troyed wouid be the wifh of proteftants and or-
thodox chriftians of every denomination ; and
as we might imagine, all lovers of liberty and
piety« But that this fhould be effeéted, (at leatt
in part) by armies of infidels, and by a nation
who, have rejected nearly all forms of religion
in general, gives a very difagreeable idea to
- fome. Many are apt to inquire, how' can thefe
things be thus brought about? The anfwer is
not difficule : Providence may let them loofe, to
deftroy Antichrift and myftical Babylon, to the
foundation. It is not fuppofible, that pious
chriftians, and the meek of the Earth, fhould be
the inftruments to execute vengrance on thas
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dolatrous church ; no, it will be performed by
the fons of violence. France feems under all
sircumitances, to le well calculated 10 deftroy
the pepal power. Aud it is true, for fume time
patt, the lerribie Kepublic bas been deftroying
the terrible beait, and man of fin, and his affe=-
siates.  Let them fight it out, as the phrafe is,
Satan’s kingdom is divided againft itfelf, Heaven
grant that it may fall.

[t is not uncommon, that divine providence
hould fuffer idolatreus churches to be punifhed
>r deftroyed by infidels or idolaters ; that was
‘he cafe with the Jews, when Nebuchadnezzar
:arried them captive to Babylon, and many fime
lar cafes have taken place. And who knows
>ut what in the event, the French nation, may
rove a woe and fcourge to the man of fin, and
o Europe in general ?

It appears to be agreeable to the prophecy,
‘hat when the feventh trumpet begins to found,
Antichrift fhall be entirely deftroyed. This has
ot as.yet, been accomplithed ir full, and is for
‘uture operations. Here we might inquire,
10w this fhall be effeted, and the manner of it 2
The agents, or thofe moft adtive in the deftruce
tion of Rome papal, fhall be fome of the ten
cingdoms that once fupported that communione
Rev. xvii, 16,  The ten horns which thou faws
f upon the beaj?, thefe fball baté the whore, and
hall make her acfolate and naked, and fball eat her
Qefb, and burn ber with fire.® And in the laft
sreat ftruggle, when fpiritual Babylon fhall be
ally deftroyed, a coalition of kings fhall en.
leavor iu vain to fupport her. The beaft, and
‘he kings of the Eacth, (or Europe) will come
bine to the laft, to oppofe a reformation, Rev.

¥ix, 19, 20, “ And I faw the beaf?, and the kingd

0y
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of the earth, and their armies, gathered together,
to make war againft him that fat on the borfe, and
kis army. And the beaft was taken, and with him
she falfe prophet, &r¢.”” By the beaft, is unboubt.
edly meaut, the princes of the papal communios,
of whom the empeior of Germany is the lead-
er; and by the falfe prophet, the hierarchy of
Rome. Aud it is within our knowledge, tha
there has been the moft powerful combinatiog
and coalition of Kings, ever formed on Earth.—
And what is their language ? Reftore monarchy
to France ; and monarchy will reftore prelacy,
and all cthe impofitions of Rome. However, it
is rather ominous of the final downfall of the
where of Babylon, feeing fo many princes rife
for her defences Nor will it be in the power of
all the empesors, kings and princes of the world,
combined together, to fave fpiritual Babylon,
when an Omnipoten: Arm, fhall be firetched
out to deftroy her.

And after the ruin of Babylon, we have a
fuce prophecy, that the kingdoms of - this werld,
fhall become the kingdoms of eur LoRD and his
Cir1sT, and the glorious milleanium will come

CRHAUP. VI
On the Millenniume

Revelations, xx, 4—6.

€6 A NDI faw thrones, & they fat upon them
A & j t-was given unto them : &1
#aw she fouls of dhem thas were beheaded foe

-

’
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he wienéls of Jesus, &the wond of Gob, andl
vhich had net worfhipped the beaft, neither
is image, neither had received his mark upen
1¢ir foreheads, or in their hands ; and they liv-
d and reigned with CHRYST a thoufand years.
et the reft of the dead lived not again umtil
1e thoufand vears were fmithed. This s the
ril refurre@ion. Blefled and hely és he that
ath partin the firlt refurrecion : on fuch, the
:cofid death hath ne power, but they fhall be
viefts of Gop and of CHR1ST, and thall reign
ith hima thoufand years.* e

It was the opinion of many of the chriffian
ithers, that Jerufalem fhould be rebuilt and
nlarged in a glorious manner, and be the habi~
ition of the martyr$, who fhould rife from the
ead, and that they fhould reign with CHR1sT
n Earth a thoufand years. And thofe that
eld to that doftrine were called millenarians,
r chiliafts ; however, many of them were, and
ill are, divided in opinion, concerning the nat.
re of that felicity. This do@rine was general-
r believed in the three firft centuries, which
‘ere the pureft ages of the church : but afrer~
ards the do@rine grew into difrepute, partly,
ecaufe many of the aflerters of it, defcribedit
wore like a fenfual than a fpiritual kingdom.—
nd the Romith church, has endeavored-to brin
into difcredit’; as the millennium is to fuccee
pon the ruins of Antichrift. But who can
ifpute the verity of this dod&rine, fince this
rephecy is afferted by St. Johnin the cleareft
anner, that the faints ‘thould reign. with
HRIST a thoufand years.

But fundry revolutions muft take place before
ris happy 'period will commence, or the ‘golden

ge begia. The church of Rome, or fpiritusl
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Babylon, with all her idolatries muft fall, and
come to an end. The feventh trumpet matft be.
gin to found, and the feventh vial muft be pour,
ed out for the deftrudtion of the wicked. In
confequence of which vial of wrath, there will
be voices and thunders, and lightnings, and a
great earthquake, fuch an one as was not fince
man was on Earth—ard the great city fhall be
~divided into three parts, and the cities of the
nations fhall fall. By the thunders and light-
nings is denoted wars aud tumults, and mighty
contefts among the mations ; and by the Earthe
quake, remarkable revolutions and overturm’ {
among the kingdoms of the world. The effeds
" of thele commotions will be in the end the over
throw of all Antichrifhan powers, as the idola
tries of Rome, and the impofture of Mahomet
And after thefe wars and dreadful calamities are
paft, peace and p: ofperity will fucceed, and the
happieft period this world ever knew..

The darkeft night, and thickeft gloom that
ever obfcured the Heavens, will precede this

. bright morning of millenial glory. Agreeable
to this. many of the Jewiih, and chriftian wri-
_ters affert, that thefe thoufund years, will be the

" feventh millenary of the world. Rubbi Ketim

-fays, ¢ The world endures fix thoufand years,
and one thoufand it thali be laid wafte, (thatis

_the enemies of Gob Ihsli be deftroyed) whereof

it is faid, the Lorp alone fhailbe exalied in that
day.”’ ‘ ‘ :

There is a_tradition of the houfe of Eliay |
awho lived about two hundied years before
CHR1ST, and the tradition, which might probs
bly ve derived from Ehas the Tihbite : ¢¢ Tha
the world would -endure {ix thoufind years, two
houfgnd years before be law, twe thoufan
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years under the law, and two thoufand yeard
ander the Mefliah.”” And of the chriftian wris
*ers, St. Birnard in the firlt c¢entury, thus com-
ments on thefe words of Mofes, * And GOD
nade in fix days, the works of his band, and he
Znifbed them on the fevewth day, and ‘he refled in
2, and [fandiified it.” Confider children what
hat fignifies, be finifbed them in fix days ? This
t fignifies, that the Lorp will finifh all things
n fix thoufand years, for a day with himis a
hotfand years, as he himfelf teftifieth, faying

€ Behold this day fhall be as a thoufand yéar:,’g
T"herefore children, in fix days, that is, in fiz
houfand years fhiall all things be confummated.
¢ And he refled the feventh day.> This fignifies
hat when his Son fhall come, 4nd abolifh the
cafor of the wicked one, and fhall judge the
ingodly, and fhall change the fun and moon,
ng” the ftars, then he fhall reft glorioufly, in
hat feventh day.”’ ~ ’

. Juftin Martyr attefts the fame doftrine, in the
=cound eentury ; and many others, of the chrif.
ian fathers, in {ucceeding ages : and it appears
o me, that every week prefiguresit ; and alfo
he Jewith fabbath repréfents it, as it was the

eventh day, ard points ont the millennium.—~

ind the firt day of the week, or chriftian fab.

ath, exhibits to us the fucceeding eighth mil-

enary, or the eicrnal ftate of reft in the new'
leavensand néw earth. ) ,

After the millennium is paft, aid foox after,
cvording to the ordér of the prophecies, will
nfue the refurre@ion of the dead, and the gen-
ral judgment and reftitution of all things. Bug
herearifes a very difficult queftion refpeding
he reflurreétion of the martyrs; whether it

*

N
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willbe a literal, or only a figurative one ? Exe
pofiters differ very widely on this fubjed ; thofe
that underftand it in a figurative fenfe obferve,
tha: this book of the Revelations abounds in
figurative defcriptions : and that fimilar ex-
preflions are ufed by the prophets, to fignify no
more than a refloration of the children of If-
rael from captivity. The fouls of them which
were beheaded, for the witnefs of Jesus, and
which had not weithipéd the beaft, may (fay
they) cafily, according to the manver of pro-
phetic language, figinfy perfons of like temper,
and {pirit with them, and of like faith, patience,
conftarcy and zeal—as John the baptift was
called Elias, as he came in the fpirit and power
of Elias. Thus, a church, in which the fpirit
_and zeal of martyrs abounds, and iheir purity
returns, may be defcribed as a church of mar.
tyrs, refemblirg them in purity, zeal and con-
@tancy. They remark, that the defcription of
the converfion of the Jews, foretold by the
prophets, anfwers to the millennium of St. Joha
who ufes the very words by which they h
foreteld their glorious converfion.

Further, it is urged that a proper and literal
xefurretion, is never in the whole New Tefta.
aent, exprefled or, reprefented to us, by
the living of the foul, but by the " living,
xaifing, and refurreion of the dead, the raifing
of the bodies of the faints, of them that flept
in the duft, or in their graves or fepulchres.—

- Nor do they think this do&rine well agrees with
the happy ftate of fouls departed, to dwell on
Earth ; but rather in Heaven. Nor can they
believe the Earth will be peopled with perfon
#1ched from the feparate flate of departed fouly
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and mention many more difficulties that attend
a literal refurre&ion of the martyrs.

But on the other hand, they as ftrongly cons
tend, that this prophefy muft be underftood to
mean a literal refurreion of the martyrs, and
confeffors, who lived in the former times of pere
fecution, i. e. the martyrs under the heathen
emperors of Rome, who frequently ufed the
>unithment of beheading : and likewife thofe
faints who were flain under the reign of the
seaft or papal authority, or as an ingenius au-
‘hor reprefents it, ‘¢ thofe who have (uffered
or the fake of CHRI5T, and a good confcience,
hall be raifed from the dead a thoufand years
sefore the general refurre@ion, & reign with hins
1 a happy ftate.”” But for a while let us attend to
he expreflions themfelves, as before mentioned,
¢ I faw the fouls of them thut were beheaded for
he witnefs of JFESUS, &c.”” The perfons here
nentioned, who were to rife, were thofe that
1ad fuffered perfecution for their teftimony to
he truth of the gofpel—were killed by being
reheaded. But thofe faints who fhall exift afrer
he millennium fhall take place, fhall have no pers
ecutors, but fhall reign and govern, nor will
here be any bealt for them to worthip, for An=
ichrift fhall be deftroyed before the millenniums
\gain, this firlt refurredion is confidered as &
eward for the conftancy and fufferings of the
aartyrs under the beaft and falfe prophet. But
vhat reward can be conferred on the faints that
ive in thofe happy days, when there fhall be none
o hurt, through Gop?s Holy Mountain? ¢ They
ved and reigned with CHRIST a thoufand years.™
Jving and reigning is granted to them not an
ge, but a thoufand years, the feventh millena
f the worlde We may rémark further, thas
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the fouls of them that fuffered martyrdom, wn-
der the heathen emperors, and lay under the al-
tars, are reprefented as crying for vengeance,
&c.—But they have this anlwer made to them,
to reft a litile feafon, ustil their fellow.fervants
fhould likewife fuffer martyrdom, as they had
done before, and then it is implied, that they
fhould be rewarded together. Furthermore,
¢ the reft of the dead lived not again until the
thoufand years were finifbed.”® This intimates
ftrongly, that the faints who were to reigp,
were once dead ; but. afterwards lived again,
and how could this be applied to faints living in
the millennium 3 ¢ And this is the firfl refurrec~
tion.?? Here it is compared to the general re-
furre®ion, and that is indifputably literal ; and
I cannot perceive why we may not fuppofe by
this expreffion, that if the fecond refurre&ion
was literal, the firft would be fo alfo ? Therg
feems to be a fimilarity between them, the fe.
cond and laft refurre@®ion will be a refurre@ion
of the body, and the famne body in fome ref.

@s, that was feparated from the foul by death,
will be raifed by the mighty power'of Gobn,
& why not the firft 2 <« By the refl of the dead,”’
fome will underfland it to mean the enemies of
the church, who were flain by him that fat upon
the horfe. But can it be faid that the reft of
the dead (if they mean the enemies of the
church) fhould be faid to live again, efpecially
fuch a life as the martyrs live !

- Itis trye, that Gog and Magog will be tradu-
ced, and deceived by%atan and make an attack
on the church and holy city, but they fhall be
deftroyed by fire from Heaven. If this be theip
life, and that of the martyrs, ir appears to me
very different feom the meaning qlp gther prom
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phecies. But I muft confefs, there are many
difficulties attend the fuppofition of a literal
refurre®ion of the bodies of the martyrs; one
is, if that fhould take place, how fhall the !ivinF
converfe with thofe that have been dead? Skhall
Heaven and Earth have immediate intercourfe?
[ might obviate this difficulty in fome meafure,
5y obferving, that, living faint, formerly con-
verfed with angels, as in the cafe of the angels
that deftroyed Sodom and Gomorah, &c. they
:arried with Abraham in the tents and converfed
reely with him, and Sarah his wife. But not
mly angels, in primitive times converfed with
aints in this life, but the LorD of GLoRY alfo,
hewed himfelf to his difciples after bis refure
‘eftion 3 and thé women faw him, and held himk
sy the feet, and worfhipped him. At another
ime he was feen of above five hundred brethren
it once, t Cor. xv, 6. Since, then, CHRIST’Ss
lifciples and followors have feen, touched, and
onveried, with the LorDp of GLORY himfelf,
vhy may it not be poilible for chriftians in this.
ife, to converfe. and exiit, with martyrs and:
onfeffors? But we niay affirm with clearnefs,
hat fomething like the firft refurredion, (if it
hould be literal) hath happened already.—
Macth. xxvil, 52, §3, ¢ 4nd the graves were
bened ; and many bodies of the fuints which fl p1,
rofe, and came ont of lheir graves after his refur-
ecFion, and went into the holy city, and appeared
nto many.’* Thus, we know, that there was
n a&ual refurredtion of many of the faints
he number was indefinite, but at leatt, it was .
onflderable § over thefe the fecond death had
o power : they were vifible, they went into
ie holy city, and appeared upnto many. Singe _
. . Ka L
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there has been a particular refurre@ion of faints
. proved in this inftance, why may not a like cir-
cumftaace happen again 2 Upag the whole, it
feems to be the moﬁ natural interpretation of
the words of St. John, to fupport a literal re-
furre@ion : but it is more confonant to our nat-
ural reafon, to conclude it to be only figurative.
However, a few ages more, will inveftigate the
whole matter.

That the millennium is not patt, is, I believe,
she general opinion, whether the faints have a
literal refurredtion or mot ; yet there will be
shat happy period to the living. But let us
proceed to confider fome properties of CHR13T’s
kingdom on Earth, in that glorious era.

1. Tt will be an univerfal kingdom. Upon
founding the feventh trumpet, ¢ the kingdoms
of this world fhall become the kingdoms of our
Lorn and his CHrisT.””? Denoting the great
enlargement and amplitude of CHRIST’s king-
dom, after-the downfall of the man of fin.—
Only let the church of Rome fall, with her
idolatries and errors, and what fhall hinder s
compleat reformation throughout the greater
part of Europe ? which muft be allowed to be
the mott populous, learned, and celebrated part
of the Globe—And fhould the impofture of Ma-
homet be exploded upon the decline and fall of
the Ottoman empire; it is moft probable, that
chriflianity would again flourifh in the eaft, in
Atia, and fome parts of Africa—And who can
tell, whether the light of the glorious gnfpel
may not, in time illuminate, the dark and be.
nighted empires of Perfia, India, and China, in
the greater AGa2 — : '

Bu: if we wrnour eyes to America, whata
profpedt is there of its becoming a confpicuous
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nart of the chriftian empire ? This at prefent
s a land of light and liberty ; and it is poffible, .
;though we are far from meriting fuch a favor)
‘hat the millenial ftate may take iis rife in thi
going down of the fum. '

The univerfality of CHR1ST’s kingdom on
Earth, is clearly evinced by the prophecies of
Daniel, chap. vii, 14, ¢ And there was given un~
0 him, daminion and glory, and a kingdom that
Wl peaple, nations and languages, fhall ferve him,
ind bis dominion is an everlafting dominion, &c.
And ver. 27, 4nd the kingdom and daminion, and
‘he greatnefs of the kingdom under the whole
Heaven, fhall be given to the people of the
Gints of the Moft High, whofc kingdom is an ever<
afling kingdsm.”” But here note, that this pe.
‘iod is not univerfally to take place uutil the
leftruQion of the little horn, or Rome papal.

This univerfal reformation of all nations, fs
:alled the fulnefs of the Gentiles, and thatis the
imne of the converfion of the Jews, and all If+ -
‘ael (hall be faved. The Jewith nation were
>rofperous under their kings, David and Solo.
non, but for the moft part, they wene in an op~
srefled and dejected ftate.  But in the millennia
1 they fhall be in the moft profperous fituation,
u refpe of both temporal, and fpiritual things,
1ppy i a governmeat among themfelvgs, and
1appy in their friendly aliiance with the Gen.
iiles ; while they will have this great confolas
:ion, that they fhall never more elapfe into infi.
Iciity, or ever be again farfaken of their Gobe.

Again, it hall be a time of great learnin
ind knowledge ; Dan- xii, 4, « And many /ba%l
run to and fro, and knowledge fball beincreafed?”
That kuowledge is already increafed is certain,
zven in this ous day ; aud that in almoft evesy
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art and fcience. But the knowledge of religi:
ous matters wil! receive a great addition from
the fulfilment of almoft all the prophecies;
when moft of the great events formerly fore-
told, will be unraveled by time and accom.
plilhment, and every fymbol, metaphor and re-
prefentation nearly underftood. And as to
matters of faith and pradice, which have been
attefted to, and fealed by the blood of martyrs
and confeffors, no doubt they will be agreed to,
by general councils, and affented to, by whole
nationss Moft of the former errors and here.
fies, which have, and will be dete&ted, will ferve
as fo many monitors to point out to the church
the true catholic faith ; and there are many
modern acquifitions with which the ancieots
‘were not acquainted, that will have a tendency
. to promote knowledge both human and divine ¢
and among the reft, the art of printing is not
_ the leaft. Trade and commerce are of impor-
tance, to acquire -and communicate knowledge
and learning. The remoteit people in the world
vifit each cther, efpecially in thefe modern times,
for the fake of commerce and trade, which not
only meliorates their difpofitions towards one
another, but ferves as a proper chaunel, to con-
vey knowledge to the whole.

Anotber thing that may contribute to that
golden age, will, undoubtedly, be a free inqui-
ry into matters both of a civil, and ecclefiaftical
nature. The pope, and other tyrants of the
Earth, have heretofore endeavored to put out
every light, and darken the fuu itfelf, with pals
pable clouds of ignorance, in order to faften
on the chains and fhackles of flavery on their
fubjedts. But upon free government’s bein

ellablifhed, (as.1 hope will be the ¢afe in that
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appy age) the prifon doors will be opened, and
lavery, in a great meafure abolifhed : and a
ree inquiry not only be indulged, but encour.
ged, in matters human and divine ; which will
;reatly conduce to promote knowledge and
earning. But by the propagation of the gof-
rel, when it thall run and be glorified, and at=
ended by the energy of the all.enlightning
pirit : then the knowledge of the Lorp will
:over the Earth, as the waters cover. the fea.
Another property of CHRIsT’s kingdom on
Larth is, it will be in a flate of peace and unity.
[here has been formerly four great empires in
he world, the Babylonifh, Perfian, Grecian
irid Roman ; and two of more modern date,
he Saracen, and Ottomane—Each of them in
heir turn acquired great extent of territory
ind pawer, by war and bloodfhed. War has
een ftudied as 3 trade, and has been the engine,
vy which tyrants have aggrandifed themfelves,
vy the ruin of their neighboring -nations: and
n former ages, Homer and wirgil, fuch genius’s
isde pot appear, perhaps, ance in a ‘thoufand
iears, inflamed the minds of men, and excited
hem to warby their poeticfire ; and deified the
rreateflt tyrants and butchers of mankind.e—
What were your Alexanders, Pompeys, or Cx-
ars, but the greateft fcourges the world ever
aw? However, it was the temper of thag
ron age, and they ftudied to invent methods, tp
leftroy mankind, and deluge the world in bloads
And I might add, that Rome pagan and papal,
1ave fhed the blood of millions of innecent
wrlons, who-died to fupport the true worfhip
f Gon and a gnod eonfcience. . But in the
nilleuniym a quite different principle will attach

he winds of ‘men: the arw of pease sill be
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purfued, and the happinefs of the world will
be the obje of men of genius and power; and
what happinefs might the world enjoy, if the
prince and prelate, the minifter of ftate and the
minifter of the gofpel, fhould unite their inter.
efts to promote unity, peace and concord, in
church and ftate? How might kingdoms be
benefitted by friendly alliances and treaties ?—
How bappy, thrice happy the era, when nation
fhall make war no more with nation, and the li.
‘on fhall lie down with the lamb, and there fhall
be none to hurt and make afraid.

Moreover, there will be a great effufion of
the holy fpirit, upon both Jews and Gentiles;
fomewhat like to that which was vouched ta the
firlt ages of chriftianity. Ifai. xliv, 3,” ¢ For
4 will pour <water upen him that is whirfty, and
Sloods upon the dry ground - I wili pour my fpirst
sponthy feed, and my bleffing upon thine offspring.’
So Ezek. xxxvi, 24, 27, ¢ For J will take you
Jrom among the heathen, and gather you cut of all
countries, énd will bring you info your own lande
And I will put my fpirit within you, and caufe yos
$o walk in my flatutes ;”’ and there are many
other paffages to the fame import ; as the mar-
riage of the Lamb, with his fpoufe the church,
efpecially the Jewifh church, which hath been
divorced from him, for their henious fins of in-
fidelity, and a reje@ion of his do&rine, for more
than 1700 years: concerning this, Mr. Mead
conje&tures, there fhall be added to the Jews,
a vifion of Jesus CHRIST. Zech. xii, 10, “ And
d will pour upon the houfe of David, and upon the
inbabitants of Ferufalem, the fpirit of grace and
Jupplications : and they fhall look upon me whom
$hey have pierced, and they fball mourn for him.”
- This really feems to intimate, that they fhall
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ive a vifion of him after their repentance, and

ieir embracing the gofpel as a nation, which

as never been the cafe as yet. Jesus himfelf,
fo fpeaks to the Jews thus, ¢ For I fay unte

wuy Ye [ball not fee me henceforth, till ye fhall .

y, Bl-fJed is he that comethin the name of the
ORD. Matth. xxiii, 39 Which 1 imagine,
nports, that they fhould fee his face no more,
ntil their converfion and refloration ; andthen
e would again fhew himfelf 1o them.

Great and wonderful things were performed
or the  children of Ifrael, in ancient days : the
.ORD frequently appeared to many of them ;
ngels converied with the patriarchs and proe
hers, and there was an intercourfe kept up vifi-
ly, between Heaven and earth, fo long as the
ews continued to be his chofen people. And
ow, if they fhould turn from their ftate of in-
delity, {which no doubt they will) and be again
sgrafted into the true olive, and be reftored to
he faver of Heaven, both as to temporal and
piritual things, it would be one of the great.
1t works of mercy and wonder towards a parti-
:ular people, fince creation : far beyond theie
leliverance from Egypte And why may we not
uppofe, that the LorDp will once more difplay

1is wonders to them, and once more make them.

iis chofen people 2

I think it is fairly contained in ancient pros
shecies, that they fhall be reftored again to the
singdom of the Meffiah : but it is prophefied,
hat in order to bring about the converfion of
he Jeus, Elias fhall come, to turn the hearts
f the fathers to the children, and reftore the
rribes of Jacob. Itistrue, on fome accounts,
John the babtift was called Elias, for he came
@ the {pirit of Elias ip preparing the-way of
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the Lonrp : but I am apt ro conje&ure, that
one or more great perfonagey will appear, who
will be inftruments, in the band of Providence,
o convert the Jews to chriftianity, and be fuc.
cefsful in reftoring them to the favor of Gop;
which was not the happinefs of John the bap~
tift, to perform : bur in this happy period of
time, fuch an event will undoubtedly rake places
I a word, the Jews, according to ancient pro«
phecies, will be converted to chriftianity, and
#eltored to their country, and the holy city Je.
#ulalem, built upon a glorious manner, 4nd vafl.
Jy enlarged in the' millennial fYare ; and ail'the
Jand of Paleftine be in a moft flourithing fitua«
tlon,their domirions enlarged to its moft exten-
five boundaries, and'the neighboring kingdoms
in an alliance with, and moft friendly to-tHem.
But' what will render the world moft happy,
7s; that the univerfal catholic church will be
the pureft, as tofaith and prattice, that ever
wis, fince creation, and will endure, nearly, ds
long as time will laft. :
But fliould there atife a queftion, when thef¢
- Wappy millénnial days commence? T anfiver,
wher the feventh angel hath founded his trum,
pet, it is prononnced%y a voice from Heaven,
_ that the kingdoms of this world hall beccme the
kingdoms of our LorD and his CHRIST.—
When the feventh trumpet begins to found,
there fhall be voices, lightnings and rhunders,
and an exceeding great Earthquakc ; and atre.
niendous hail ftorm, fuch as was not fince men
were on Earth ; by which convulfions in the
Heavens and Earth, or revolutions fignified
thereby, all tlie antichriftian powers fhall be de.
flroyed : the principal of which, d4re, the civil
and eclefiaftical powers of the papal’ comuive
¢ [ o -
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ion in the weft : and the Ottoman empire,
1t principally fupports Mahometifm in the
ift ; of the fall'of each of thefe, I have here-

>fare treated. : :.

But farther queftions may arife about the rule
nd government of the world during the mil.
:nnium ; it appears, that the righteous fhall
ear fway; both in church and ftate ; -the faints
1all poflefs the kingdom, and the greatnefs
1ereof under the whole Heaven, and reign
rith CHRisT a thoufand years. At the fame
me, the cruel inQtruments of war, and the
loody weapons of death,.fhall be converted in«
> the peaceful utenfils of hufbandry and agri-.
ulture.
But how can the werld contain the inbabite
ats thereof, if neither great Peftilence nor the
vord fhall in part deftroy them? I anfwer,
1ere may be many ways difcovered for the fup—
ort of the many exifting millions that may be
roduced in that period, that we at prefent, have
videa of : however, thus much we may know,
1at there is a new difcovered continent which.
iay afford fupply and fuftinence for many mil.
ons more than the old world did—and many.
ncient countries now delolated by war and
rrafiny, (efpecially the Ottoman empire) may
rain be peopled, and flourifh in happier times..
1kewife in cafe of a profound peace, how many.
illions might be employed and eXift, (more
1an there' now does) by means of a happy in-
:rcourfe, and trade taking place in every part
f the wide extended Globg-2 ,

S L
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Erm——————
CHAP IX

On the Refurrection, and General Judgmente
Revelations, xx, 11—15.

ND 1 faw a great white throne, and
& A him that fattg: it, from whofe face
the Earth and the Heavens fled away ; and
there was found no place for theme And I faw
the dead, fmall and great, ftand before Gob ;
and the books were opened : and another book
was opened, which is the book of life : and the
dead were judged out of thofe things which
were written in the books according to their
works. And the fea gave up the dead which
were in it ; and death and hell delivered up the
dead which were in them : and they were judg,
ed every man according to their works. And
death and hell were caft into the lake of fire.—
This is the fecond death. And whofoever was
pot found written in the book of life was caft ine
to the lake of fire.”?

In the time of Noah, there was a general
overthrow and extirpation of the whole human
race, except Noah and his family, who were
faved in the Ark. And from him and his fam-
ily the whole world was re.peopled, and fpread
almoft over the face of the whole Earth : but
at the general judgment, a period will be put to
the whole human race ; not an individual per.
fon but muft be changed, and enter into the
invifible world—The time when this fhall ha
pen is not known exaély to any perfon on Eartg:
nor ever was revealed : but from tradition apd

- propheey botb, we are probably able, nearly so
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afcertain the period of time. Thereis an anals
ogy between creation and Providence—In fix
days creation was completed, and the feventh
was the day of ret—Six thoufand years the
church will be in trouble, perfecution and for-
row, the feventh, a reft to the people of Gobp 3
and nearly then, a new ftate will enfue, a new
world begin, and all old things pals away.

Satan, who fhall be bound and reftrained for
a thoufand years, fhall be loofed before this tre-
mendous day, and deceive the nations, but his
time will be fhort. There will be a falling a-
way from the faith before this great day ; and
when the Son of Gob fhall come, he fcarcely
fhall find faith on Earth.

Before the deftruction of the world by the
flood, only Noah and his family were of the
true church, that we have any account of ; and
when the deftru®ion of Sodom and Gomorah
happened, there was not found five righteous
perfons in them. And doubtlefs, that will be
the fituation of the world before the general
judgment ; but,afew righteous will be found.
But there will be prefages that will ufher in
that greatday : there will be figns and wonders
on Earth, and in the Heavens : the Earth will
then wax old and be difordered, and like a per»
fonin his laft ficknefs, groan for deliverance.

There fhall be Earthquakes in fundry places.
Earthquakes and fubterraneous :remefalions
will naturally precede the great conflagration
of the world. And this-isa circumftance that
is very natural, for in volcanoes, before -their
sruptions there are frequent bellowings and
Earthquakes, which does not deviate from natu.
ral philofophy, and are produced by natural
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But not only the Earth fhall be difordered,
tut the fea fhall prefage the impendirg ruin.
““ The fea and the waves roarirg.” Tlis.may
be occafioned by the contorticn of the adjacent
Earth. The fubterrancous fires may cccafion
Earthquakes, and thefe may occafion the rozr-
ing of the fea in various places.

The face of the Heavens will be changed in
diverfe refpe&s, ftrange phenomena will eff é
the fun and moon ; the fun, the bright luminary .
of Heaven fhall be darkered, and ike mcon
turned to the refemblance of blood. Thefe
will be naturally preduced by the predeminan.
cy of the inbred fires in the bowels of the
Earth, that will be about to prevail, and burft
forth : fimilar appearances are often difcovered
in the atmofphere adjacent to volcanoes, before
their eruptions. Many were the (igns and won-
ders that appeared in the Heavens, before %he
deftru®ion of Jerufalem ; but many more m:y
be expe&ed, before the diflolution of all things,
when the Heavensaud the Earth fhall pals away
or ‘be changed. , .
.~ "After thofe figns, the important hour will at
lait approach, when JEsus ChrisT the great
judge cf the world will defcend, with the great.
eft glory and terror that ever was vifible on
“Farth ! attended with an innumerable hoft of
mighty angels, and a burning world under his
feet ! The prophet Daniel, chap. vii, ¢, gives
a wonderful defcription of his coming to judg:
ment ;3 [ beheld till the thrones were calt
‘down, and the ancient of days did fit, whofe

arment was white as fnow, and the hair of his
head like the pure wool : his throne was like
the fiery flame, and his wheels as burning fire.
A fiery ftream iffued and came forth from before
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*him, thotfand thoufards miniflered unto his,
and ten thoufand times ten thoufand ftocd before
‘him-”  You may paint to your imagination,
“the Son of Man coming in the clouds of Heaven,
‘before whofe prefence fuch lightnings blaze,
‘and thunders roar, as never before couvulfe
‘the Heavens—Attended with angels and arch=
angels, and all the hofts of Heaven ! whilft the
fun, moon, and ftarsfade away and difappear, at
the brightnefs of his tranlcendent glory !~
Oh ! how unlike fhall he then appear, to th¢
‘Babe of Bethlehem, or him that gave up the
ghoft at Calvary ! C g C
At this folemn hour the trump of Gop fhall
found, and awake the dead to life; millionsafs
‘ter millions; will rife from their iron flumbers,
‘and be colle@ted from all parts of this globe,
by angels, and brought before the prefence of
the Great Judge: - A - :
Here we may obferve, thar angels (hall mine
ifter on this important day, and gather togeths
er the righteous to judgment, and perhaps the
wicked likewife : and all fhall be judged ac-
¢ording to their works«according to the gofpe
of Jesus CHRisT, and the eternal ‘rules of
right., . : ‘ -
~* Not only men biit wicked angels, are referved
in chains of darkceSs, to this great day of judg-
ments [tisto me probable, that the devil and
his angels were created fiuce the formarion of
this world ; and that this has been the place of
their refidence ever fince, and that they have'
never departed from rthis to any other world o¢
planet : let them have been created at whatfoe,
ver_time, it appears that their fall was previcu
to man’s, becaufe Satan was the feducer of man*
'\, . . .\ . L 2 N . DU
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~ &ind. Bat his final judgment will be at the
fame time with man's. Then their compleat
mifery will commence, fo that this judgment will
extend itfelf to good and wicked men, and to
fallen angels ; nor is it probable to me, that
thefe wicked angels, after their final fentence,
will ever be admitted to feduce any order or
clafs of moral agents again, but be econfined
eternally in the prifon of Hell. How far faints,
or any of them fhall minifter, or be admitted, to
affitt on this great day, we cannot fully deter-
mine ; however, it is intimated in facred writ,
ghat they, or fome of them, fhall participate
therein. He fhall come with a thoufand of his
faints. Manyof his faints have already affumed
sheir fpiritual ‘bodies ; Enoch was tranflated,
and Elijah ftill retained his body, and many of
the faints rofe after the refurre&ion of CAR18T,
and went to the holy city.—And if there fhould
be a refurre&ion of the martyrs, previousto the
general refurredion, they all may participate in
this fcene of wonder. St. Paul fays, know you
ot that you fhall judge angels ? and it is faid of
the twelve apofiles, that they fhould fet on
twe]lve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of 1f-
tae . N

Bat in the mean time let usateend to the con-
flagration that will enfue at the appearance of the
auguft judge. When the appointed hour has ap-
proached, it only waits the command of the Om.
nipotent judge, to give the awful word, and the
univerfal conflagration begins : you may fuppofe
all the magazines of fire opened at ence, on this
miferable world ; volcanoes in various parts,
burfting forth, and afcending in dreadful flames
to the fkies!

The earth has various caverns and cavities,

4
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that lie as deep perhaps, as the bottom of the
feas ; and to fuch a depth of the earth is fub.
Jjected to changes and mutilations; and accord.
ing to the nature of things, the conflagration
may operate in thofe fubterraneols caverns, to
that extent. Andin the laft cataftrophe of . na.
ture, every thing that is inflamable in this tera-.
queous globe, may be {uppofed to be pat into
agitation : what will enfue ? there will be tre<
mendous bellowings, Earthquakes, and noifes
in the bowels of the Earth, whilft the whole
globe will be like one great vulcano, on flamnes
at once ! But let us gain, (if we are able) a
fcriptural idea of the burning world. 2 Peter,
iil, 10, 11, 12. “ But the day of the Lorp will
come as a thief in the night ; in the which the
heavens fhall pafs away with great noife, and
the elements fhall melt with fervent heat, the
earth alfo and the works that are therein fhall
be burned up. Secing then, that all thefe
things fhall be diffolved, what manner of per-
fons ought ye to be in all holy converfation and
godlinefs, Looking for, and haftening unto the
coming of the day of Gob, wherein the heav~
ens being on fire fhall be diffolved, and the ele-
ments fhall melt with fervent heat 2

¢ The heavens fhall pafs away with greae
noife.”” By the heavens, here, it cannot mean

other worlds, or any thing feparate, or above -

the atmofphere—and this is frequently termed
-Heaven, as the fowls of Heaven, and the dews
of Heaven, &c. The paffing away, muft at leaft
denote a vaft change in the atmofphere. ¢ The
elements fhall melt with fervent heat, and the
earth, and the works therein fhall be burnt up.»
This imports at leaft, that there will be a lique-
fadtion of all the exterior paris of the carth, as
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deep as any thing is inflamable, and the whofe
globe be one fiery deluge, and abforb the great
ocean in its bofom ; and turn at the clofe, to a
mixture of elements. And what effet fuch a
deluge of fire will have on the {ea, will not be
ealy toimagine ; butitis highly probable, it will
deftroy the fea, in its prefent ftate : and if that
thould be the effect, perhaps the fea will never
again refume the fame fituation and place : and
St. John obferves, in his new earth, there was
no fea. -

But we may refle&. for a moment, what an
amszing (cene this conflagration will afford 10 s
fpectitor, when he beholds this latt war of eles
ments ? Flere we might furvey lakes of fire and
brimftone ;- Rivers of melted glowing matter
every where iffuing. Thoufands of volcanoes
vomiting flames ac the fams inftant! The high.
¢t mountains in the world finking in the fiery
deluge ; whilit the waters of the fea will be
ftruggling with thofe fulphureous rivers, difgor.
ging themielves into it.  But likewife we mult
expect a fiery thower from above. When Sods
om and Gonorrah were deftroyed, it rain’d fire
from Gop ourt of Heaven ; ‘what great reafon
have we to expe& a fiery tempeft, when the
whele earth fhall be burnt and diffolved 5 for it -
is cerrain, that the Loap Jesus CHRisT fhall
be revealed from Heaven, with his mighty an-
gels, io flamiug fire, taking vengeance on them
that know not Gop ; and nbey not the gofpel
of the Lerp Jesus CurisT. 2 Thefl. i, 7, 8
How will then the imperial cities, and wide em.
pires, fink in flames ? what will become of the
moft durable pillars and pyramids, and all the
works of men’s hands ? they will be no more.
How fhall the wicked uow appear? milliuns af-
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ter millions, all ftruck with amazement, cry oot
at once ! no place of fhelter, no city of Zoar o,
fly to! Who would not wifh, fome kiud convoy

of angels, to bear him above this tremendous
ftorm of Jivine vengeance? Was the wicked
man f{uitably impreffed with the horrors of this

day, it would fpread a gloom over his mind,

amidit his greateft revels.. .

" To confider the cffcés of this conflagration,

wonld be a nice.inquiry. 1 fhould imagine,

that this globs and atmofphere would revolve

back, into a chaotic {tate again, unlefs we aere

informed of a new Heaven and new earth, that

fhould fu:ceed this burning werld.  Meution is
made, of the melting, and d'flvlutien of the

elements, but not of thie annihilaticn of one

particle of matter. I imagine, according to the

‘reafon of things, that the interior parts of the

earth, below vacuities, will foffer no more
change by this dcluge of fire, than it did by
the deluge of water, in Noah's time : but ]
great change will happen to the terraqueouy
globe ; beyond defcription or imagination :—
and lay -the foundation of a new Heaven and

_earth, in lieu of this old world. But more cof

this hereafter. : n

Inthe mean time, let us turn our attention
to the 121t and fixed ftate of the righteous and
the wicked. » _ )
" At the clefe of this great day, the Great Jugds,
fhall feparate the righteous from the wicked,
the theep from the goats; and pronounce this
benedicion to his followers, ¢ Come ye bleffed of
my father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you
from the foundation of the world.”> W hat tho?
they have been poor, they fhall now be richj
what tho’ defpifed, now honored ! what though
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fome of them have fuffered imprifonment and
bonds, have been mocked and cruelly fcourged,
been ftoned, beheaded, crucified, confumed in
. flames, and fuffered death ina thoufand varicus
fhapes—1 fay whatis that, to this eternal flate of
happinefs 2 Now they burn with feraphic love
toward the King of Heaven, and all his faiuts,
and enjoy rivers of pleafure, and immortal life ;
are encircled with light and glory—and are ad.
vanced from weak reptiles, to an angelic flate!
Now they are come te inount Sion, and to the
city of the Living Gop, the Heavenly Jerufa
falem-—and to an innumerable company of an-
gels : 1o the general affembly, and church of the
firk born, which are written in Heaven—to
Gop thejudge of all, to the fpirits of juft men
made perfe®, and to Jesus the MEDIATOR of
the new covenant. Heb. xii, 22—24.

To defcribe the happy ftate, the various em-
Ployments and fcenes of pleafure in this new
world, will be what mortal eye hath not feen,
ear heard, or entered into the heart of man te
<onceive ! ‘

But let us turn eur thoughts to this laft cataf-
trophe of the wicksd ; when the righteous judge
fhall pronounce this dreadful fentence to them,
$¢ Depart from me ye cunfed, into everlafting fire
prepared for the devil and his angels”” W hat
though they have enjoyed riches, honors, health
and profperity, and been furrounded with friends -
in this world 2 then all is loft : what are all the
fhort and temporal enjoyments, when compared
to this eternal ftate of mifery and difpair 2 It is
then the ftorm of vengeance begins, and eter=
nal thunders roar ! ftruck with amazement and
terror, roaring out in anguifh, whilft all joy and

®ope, depart forever ! no fricud to fovthe and
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eomfort, no arm to relieve—above and arotind
them Omnipotent Vengeance reigns! and be«
neath them, the place of their conftant abode,
is, where there exifts
*¢ Regions of forrow, doleful fhades, where peace
And reft can never dwell, hope never comes
That comes to all ; but torture without end
Still urges, and a fiery deluge, fed
With ever-burning fulphur unconfom’d s
Such place eternal Juttice had prepar’d
For thofe rebellious, here their pris’n ordain’d
In utter darknefs, and their portion fet
As far remov’d from Gob and Heav’n :
Asfrom the center thrice to th’ utmoft pole.”®
What place the wicked will occupy afier the
eneral judgment, is to us undertain. Some
Eave imagined that the fun, which is compured
to be one million times greater than this globe,
will be the place of Hell ; and that ftupendous
lake of fire is large enough for a common prifon
for the {yftem, fhould there be other wicked men
and angels befide what occupy this world, that
inbabit fome or all the planets.

What kind of fire will torment the wicked
hereafter, may be a fecret to usin this ftate.—
The wicked are doomed to the fire prepared for
the devil and his angels. But we at the fame
time take thofe apoftate angels to be fpirits, and
not fubjeted to pain by material fire, but the
torments of themind. Man, compounded after
the refurre&ion of body and mind, may [uffer
both by material fire, and the torments of def,
pair. We generally believe, that the foul will
never ceale to exift, and that the mifery of the
wicked, will be commenfurate with their exift.
ence 3 if fo, what will be their difmal ficoation ¢
For afier a1 maoy million of years bave rol’d

~
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dway, as there are fands on the fea fhore, or
fpires of grafs on the whole globe, or ftars in ‘
Heaven; their fufferings will be no nearer atan

end | If their fufferings were comparatively
light, duration would give them the weight of
d ponderous mountain ; but if they fhould be
exquifite and keen, what could fupport the mife
erable finner in exiftence, but an Omnipotent
Arm ? of what vaft importance is it then, to
feek happinefsin our laft ftage of exiftence.

; But here, in the next place, let us remark
fomething refpe®ing the refurre@ion of the
dead, and with what-bodies they fhall be clothed
in their new ftate of exiftence. The Saducees;
denied the refurre@ion, and likewife the exift.
ence of angel® and fpirits; and that there wa
o fpiritual being but Gob : and asto man, this
world was his all ; and at his death, body and
foul ceafe to exift, and of courfe denied future
rewards and punithments ; the epicures pretty
much agree with this “do@rine, therefore give
themlelves up to fenfual pleafures. 1 fhall not
here undertake the procf of the refurre&ion,
#sitis a do@rine fully attefted by the fcripuures,
and aflented to, by ckriftians of every denomina-
tion. - ¥or even natural reafon di@ates us, that
the foul, which is a fpiritual fubftance, can never
ceafe to be, unlefs annihilated by the great Cre-
ator. Spirit is as diftin@® from matter, as any
two ideas are ; and matter never was annihila.
ted in any cafe, as we can have perception «cf,
though it may have a great variety of changes ;
neither can we imagine an annihilation of the
foul-  St. Paul fays, we fhall not all fleep, but
we fhall a]] be changed in a mcment, i the
ewinkling of an eye, at the laft trump, for the
pump fuall found, ‘and:the Jead thall be raifed
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incorruptible. Saints that are livirg when the
general judgent fhall happen fLall rot experi-
ence death, but {uffer a change, or be tranflated
inftantaneoufly. And the farnts fhall rife to eve
erlatting glory, and fisners to everlsfting fhame
and confution. .

‘Butto gain as clear ideas as we are able con.
-eerning fpiritual bodies, let us draw a parallel
between them and our prefent frail bodies.—
‘The body is fown in corrupticn, and it fhall te
raifed in incorruption. Since the full, men have
been fubje@ to a thoufand difeafes, all tending
finally to diffulution.  And no fceneris there a
feparation between foul and body, but putrifac-
tion and corruption takes place ; our flefh is de-
voured by worms, and the body, which is com-
pofed of duft, returns to duft again : butat the
refurre&ion, the body of the rightecus inherits
incorruption. In the future ftate, the body
will be compofed of fuch conflituent parts, and
fo organifed that there will nct be the leaft jar
in that fyftem poffible, or even fuppofable. In
this ftate, moral evils attach the mind, and

- phyfical evils, the bodies of the righteous s but
in the future ftate, neither fhall annoy the faints.
Rev. xxi, 4,  And¥®od fball wipe away all tears
from their eyes, and there fball be nomoge death,
neither forrow and crying, neither yball there be
any more pain; for the former things are paffed
away.** No pain, no difeafe, hall ever affii&
the body of the faint any more. _

But in this place fome curious queftions may
arife, how fimilar the new-raifed body fhall be
to Adum’s in ‘Paradife, or to ours in a depraved
ftate 2 Man, at firft, was created perfe& in his
aature ; compofed of ﬂ;d‘h and blood, bune and
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wuflles, Leo and organifed with exquifice &l
and witdom, and the body and feul united ina
marnuer beycnd onr cencep ions  Of thefe two
pirts the buman {pecies are con pofed : cur Sa.
vicur zilumed a body fimilar to Adam’s in his
ftaie of necence s ard after his death, the
fume body was ruifed withour corruption.—
w iy thould oot the fuints bave bodies-like to his
glorious body ?

1 he tie of union between feul and body, at
firlt was the breath of life. At our prefent
ftage | kewile, yut a flop to the treath, andim-
mediately theve isa feparation of foul aud bedy,
Itistherefore the berd of union between foul
and beoy; andlife corfifts in this union orly.
In the future flate there will be the fame cr-
gans, and will they be employed for the fame
purpofe of refpiration ? is the queftion. If ref:
piration fhould be requifite in the futare flate,
then it would follow, that there fould be, and

" axift fome atmofphere to perform it in ; 3nd for
that purpofe a new Heaven might be prepared
in a Paradifiacal ftate : but if in the refurréc.
ticn flate, there is no refpiration, then will en.
fue anew flate of exiftence, a different unien of
fou! and body, and a different bond of unione

Upon the fame feale of inquiry, we may ex-
amine whether there will be, in the future flate,

ny change of particlesin the body of the faint?

f there is a change of particles, or wafte, in
the body, then there will be a wang of meats,
and drinks, to fupply that wafte : but it appears
to me moft probable, that the body will be ye-
fined, that there will be no need of fupplies, op
aids to nature, of this kind : but the righteous,
who partake of immortality, will have a pure,
permanent body, that will never hungc; orr

-
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thirflt any more ; but be fitted for fpiritval ents
ployments of a {ublimer nature. If they have
any wants, they will be fupplicd by a kind Pro~
vidence, without anxiety or trouble to them.

But again, the bodies of faints, are fown in
dithonor, but raifed in glory : they fhall in fome
meafure, have bodies like our Saviour’s Glo.
tious Body—to gain an idea of which, let us
take a view of our SAvi0UR on the mount of
transfiguration ; Matth. xvii, 2, ¢ 4nd he was
transfigured bzfore them : and bis face did fhine
as the fun, and his raiment was white as the light.”*
Here is a fpecimen of the faints bodies, in good
meafure, they will be' refulgent with light and
glorye The angel’s appearance was much like
that of cur Saviouwr’s, for ¢ His countenance
was like lightning, and bis raiment white as [now.”
Marth. xxviii, 3.

-Again, their bodies fhall be fown it weaknefs,
but raifed in power. What is weaker then &
body overcome with difeafes—unable to help
itfelf, or afford affiftance to its friends—and at
Tength reduced to duft 2 But man in his ori~
rinal ftate, was bat lictle lower than the angels,
and angels are beings of great poaer, and
ftrength. One angelis f3id to deftroy in the
camp of the Aflyrians, ninety thouland wen, in;
one night ; and no doubt, they are as powerfuk
in preferving, as deftroylg. Saints fhail bex
like angels in many particulars, and efpecially
in this, they fhall be raifed in power—denoting
thereby, their great ftrength and abilities in
their new ftate of exiftence. '

Itis fown anatural body, but raifed a fpiritual
body : by a natural body is meant, one thar is
compofed of matter, as in the prefeut ftate, and
whe n it fuffers-a diffolution, turns o duit again =
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and it muft be the fame body, in.many refpeas;
after the refurre@ion. There will be martter
rettored to life, elfe it would ceafe to be a refur-
rectiovn—fome particles of matter that did com.
pofe tie nawral body, will compofe the fpirit-
ual.  This new raifed body cannot be pure ipir-
it, abftracted from matter ; but have fo many
qualities agreeable to a fpirit, that it may be
termed a fpiritual body : it may be a&ive and
pure, not clogged with grofs particles or mat-
ter, but refined, pure and celcfial ; and fome
think, taking its flight from world to. world,
throagh the awmple round of Heaven. But it
is rainer my idea, that the whole univerfe is
sompoled of funs, and revolving worlds fur-
rounding them, fimilar to our fyfiem : thateach
happy world may, perhaps, be replenifhed with
rational beings from the higheft, to the loweft
order, with angels, archangels and men, &c.—
And what mult be our ideas concerning this
world 2 Angels are miniftering {pirits of the
heirs of falvation ; then it follows, that they.
reflide here. They wmuft have ubiquity, and not
be fuppofed to ad, and minifter to faintsin this
world, and at the (ame time, be in fome remote
world.  Angels are invifible to {enfe, but was
the curtain. drawn - afide, the fpiritual world-
would buril in upon. us, perhaps, and we might
difcover angels and: archangels, and the fpirits
of jut men fursounding this world, and per-
. forming their happy employments : for if man:
was made tor a&ion and duty, much more an-
gels.  But after che refurredion, faints will
bave bodies ficted for the fociety, and converfe,
with angels: and the invifible world will appear
-to them in a way, tous, at prefent, inconceiva~
We—with pare, fpiritual and immortal bodies,
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the faints will rife; fitted for an eternal flage
of pleature and delight, and to enter intv the
new Jerufalem.

et et e et A

C H A P- ,‘X°
8n the Ncw Heavens and New Ecrth.

Revelations xxi, 1.

And I faw a new Heaven and a new carth'*
Sor the firfl Heaven and tbe firf? carth were paffed
away ; andthere was ne more fca. ‘

' Q FTER the general judgment and deftrud-

ion of this world by fire, and the con.
fummation of all things terreftrial, there will
arife a new feene, a new Heaven and a new
earth will fucceeds To gain as clear ideas as
“we are able, of this prophecy, let us inquire
what is meant by a new Heaven and new
earth? Isit altogether figurative, and emblem.
atical of fpiritual things? Or may we in fome
degree naderltand the words literally ! I may
venture to fay, fome at leaft, underftand the
words literally, in great meafure; and whag
naturally leads me to determine in this wifs,
is the real, and literal deftru@ion of this earth.
That this earth and the works thereof, (hail be
deftroyed by fire, and the elements melt with -
fervent heat, is generally aflented to. The
terraqueous globe will either be annihilated to-
gether with the atmofphere, and totally don® -
away, and no place found for them, or there™
will be 3 mighty ch:mghe/I ; and fuch a transform.

. . ]
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ation, as may bé denoted in prophetic languige,
by a new Hcaven and new earth- [ willnot
aflcrt that this world and all the folar fyltem
thall not be annihilated, but 1 muft, at prefent,
form a diffcrent opinion ; nothing thar does ex«

it, hus becn brougkt toits erignial nothingnefs.

And this globe, it is moft probable, will not be
annihilated, but be changed from its prefent mn-
happy fitvaticn, to a paradifmcal ftate. The
firt Heaven that piffes away, is not the com-
plete place of happinefs, for that fhall meet with
no changos, bur be eternal : by the firft Heaven
and carth therefore, is meant nothing more than
our atmuiphere, and the earth we now fubfif¥
on; thar thefe fhall be done away, as to their
prefent form, there remains no ferople.  What
a change the conflagration will effect on thefe
elements, it is not eafy to conceive—but under
the divine operation; it is altogether probable
to me, that out of the ruins of the cld world,
a new Paradifiacal world will arife. I know it
is in the reach of lufinite Power, to create a
new world out of nothirg—but we fee Infinite
Wifdom delights to perform by means, through
the long extended chain of providential events.
I believe we are not warranted to [uppefe, the
new Heavens and new earth will occupy more,
er different fpace, from what the former did.

"It is reafonable te conclude, according to m3y
apprehenfion, that this world will be deftroyed
by fire, and that the conflagration will have its
naturakeffe®, in many relpeds, as Noah’s flnod
had ; and caufe a change in the interior parts
of the earth, as deep as there are caverns or
feas, znd as extenfive, every way, as there is
afy t' g inflamable—but the nucleus of the
cari1 beneath the caverns, &c. being more con~

\
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folidated, hard and impenetrable, will not b
changed, or much’ effeted ; what effe&t the
general conflagration will have on the earth,
fexand air, is not ealy to conceive : it may re-
dace them, in {ome degree, to a chaotic ftate,
to a rade mafs of things—burt fuppofe that to be’
the cafe, infinite wifdom and power can again
introduze ordsr and harmony among the jar=
ring eleme=nrs, and render the world wore Parav
ditiacal than ever heretofore. It was once a
chaos, then a paradife—fo it may be again.—
That the creature groans and travelleth, and
waits for the redemption of the fous of Gob, is'
the words of infpiration. By the creature, is
meant the eai th, and thatit is difordered is true,
aud no doubt there will be a renevation of it
at the time of the redemption of the fons of
Gobp ; nothingis fo wek, more corruptible and
ioglorious, than the bodies of the faints at their
diffblution : bur at the refurrc&ion their bodies
will be powerful, glorious and immertal—fo it
may be the cafe with this globe, thatit be a per.
maunent and happy place hereafter : and perhaps:
this new Heaven and earth may be as permanent
as the bodies of holy men, after the refurrets
fon. Butis it fuppofable. that this earth, oh
which we now dwell, will be a Paradife, the
habitation of the juft, and the Heavenly Jeru.
lzlem ? I believe, both fcripture and reafon,
. favor that idea. . . .

It was the opinion of many, that there was
three Heavens, the firft our atmofphere, the
next the ftarry Heavens, and laft, the third
Heaver, beyond the ftarry Heavens. But is
there any thing to fupport this opinion? Is it
€eriain, that the vaft extent of fpace, is not en.
tirely occupied with ftars ? the eye afiifted with:
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g'afles, doth difcover ftars beyond our ken with
the . aked eye. And with (il better glaffes, we
mav m k* new difcoveries of ftars, thill farther
diftant ; fo far then, as we can reafcn, the uni.
verfe is interiperfed with fyltem after {yftem,
fimilar to our lyftem, each compofed with a fun,
and revolving worlds around it.  Aund each
world inhabired by reafonable creatures, and
moral agents. If this is the cafe it is not prob.
-able there is any local Heaven, unlefs on globes
fymewhat (imilar to ourss And is it probable,
that the inhabirants of Jupiter fhall be tranfport.
ed to this world, or ovur inhabitants conveyed te
any planets in this fyflem ? Tt may be, but I be.
lieve not likely. The inhabitants of this world
are fuited by their nature and manners, for fo.
cial happinefs : but perhaps chis fimilarity does
not exift among the inhabitants of different
worlds.

That this earth may be fo changed as to be«
wome a place of compleat-happinefs, may not be
improbable. - The deity is every where prefent,
-and it is poflible for him to m.ke as great gifplaye
of his glory in this part of creation, as in any
remote region.

¢ And there was ns more fea.” Some have
interpreted the word fea, to mean people and
nations of reftlefs turbalent minds, fubj-& to
revolutions and changes. But I am inckned 10
think it may be taken rather in a literal fenfe in
this place ; and means that in the new formed
world there fhould not be that vaft colle@ion of
water called the fea. We cannot in this ftate of -
things, have an idea, how men could fubfitt with-
out the fea, for was there no fea, there would
be no rains, and if no rains or dews, no vegira-
tign, But in the future ftate, men fhall be like
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angels, (asitis thought by many) not fubje& to
be fopported by fullenance, and the wants of
life, but their meat and drink will be to do the
will of their Heavenly tather ; and it ispoffible,-
witiloar a {21, there may be a more ferene Heav-
en and permanent earth. ,

-Rev. xxi, 2. ““ And 1 John faw the holy city,
New Ferululem, coming down from GOD, out of
H:aven, prepared as a bride aderned for her bufs
$and.?>  Whetier this holy city New Jecufalem,
wiil defcend from Heaven to earth, and be with
the children of men, or whether thofe holy
manfions will be prenared in fome remote part
of fpace even beyond the ftarry Heavens ? itis
a matter that will not materially concern the
happine(s of faintss This city whofe builder
and founder is Gob, fhall be their abode and ev-
erlaiting refidence- Its coming down from
Heaven to earth, may denote its divine original,
and that its archite® is Gop. Jerufalem of
olJ, was called the holy city, the city of the
great king, a place where the true worthip of
GobD was performed. Which city at prefent is
fubje to the Turks, and trodden under foot by
the Gentiles. But we truft, by ancient prophe-
eies, it thall be-again rebuilt and enlarged, and
be poTefled by the Jews, in the time of the mil.
lennium, and bea glory of the eaft. But Jeru-
falem [poken of here, fhall be fupernal, and de-
fecend from Heaven, and is reprefented to be
adorned with all the plendor ufed in high fefti«
vals or marriage folemnities.

Rev. xxi, 3. ¢ And I heard a great wvoice out
of Heaven, behold, the tabernacle of GID is with
men, and he will dwell with them and they fhall be
bis people, and GID himfelf [hall be with th:m,
and b their G7Q.” Tae tabernacle of Gom
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was with the Ifraelites, and the feat of his prek
ence with them, and his dwelling was faid to be
between the two cherubims. Aud in the New
Jerufalem will be his tabernacle and throne—
it fhall be wich men : it appears to me it will
be in the New Earth, after the reftitution of alk
things. Earth is the place of men’s abode at
prelent, and cver bas been finee the creation of
the world ; and I believe ever will be the hab-
itation of the righteous, and that the meek thalk
nherit the New Weorld. And in this New
Jerufalemw, Jesus CHrisT, the prince and head
of all principalities and powers will deign to
dwell with his faints ; whofe glory will out«
fhine the refulgent Sun itfelf, and be tranfcend«
ent in excellency. Bur we may obferve the
wonderful effe® of the vifible prefence of Gob,-
in this Glorious City, or New World. There-
fhall be no need of the fun by.day, or moon by
night, to enlighien this Holy City, for the glory
of Gob and the Lams, fhall give it luftre and
light. This is fomewhat fimilar to the fhechi~
nzh among the Jews, which was a manifeftation’
of the divine prefence in the temple of Jerufa-
lem. It wasa brightcloud refting over the pro.
piatoiy or mercy feat, from wheuce Gop gave
fortlr his oracles, with an articulate voice, when:
he was confulted by the high prielt in favor of
the peeple : Hence Gobp is often faid in- fcrip»
ture to fetupon the cherubims, or between the
cherubims ; becaufe the cherubims with their
wings, fhadowed the mercy feat, over which the
flrechinah refided. It is fzid, this firft refted, in
the tabernacle prepared by Mofes, in the Wwilder.
nefs, and from chence in the temple of Solomon,
and there continued until the deftru@ion of Je-
rofalem -and the. temple, by the Ghaldeans, apé
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mas never after feens However, in the new
Jerufalem, this bright cloud of glory, will not
be confined to a fanétuary, tabernacle, or temple,
but overfpread this vaft city, ard enlighten the
whcle forever, fo that night and darknefs have
mo place in thefe bright realms of light.

But we may confider briefly, fome other prop-
erties of this paradife of Gop It is large and
fpacicus, reprefented as being twelve theufand
furlongs in circumference, fifteen hundred miles
in compafs, having a greater extent than an-
cient Babylon or Bome, or any other feat of
empire in the world. It is true, it is reprefent~
«d by the model of a city ; but probably it will
extend over moft of the new modified earthew
fufficiently capacious for faints of all ages and
nations. It is great in fecurity and ftrength,
its walls fo high as to render it_impregnable a-
Fainﬂ the efforts of enemies. Yet, in fo fafe a
itnation that the gates ftand open day and
night. But as to its glory and {plendor it is un-
paralleled, its walls are inlaid and beautified with
a variety of precious fltanes : and its gates of
sutire pearls, and every way magnificent beyond
jmagination. Thefe walls are not only beauti.
ful but inclofe the moft delightful fcengs.—A
_pure river of .the water of life proceedsfrom the
throne of Gob, and the LaMy ; and either fide
the river, the tree of life, a falutiferous grove,
perpetually yieldiag fruit ; whofe very leaves
were for the healing the nations. Imortality
reigns through this celeftial world : a bleffed
aternity, here no eye fhall'ever thed a penfive
tear; no forrow fhall ever prey upon the mind,
there fhall be a farewell to pain, grief, trouble,
‘and the grim tyrant death. Into thefe blefled

;iirqgions, uo tempter fhall ever gain admittance 3
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or any one polluted with the foul ftains of fin-w
and of cuurfe nodanger of the lofs of the divine
favor, or his kind prote &ion.
The inlabitants of the new Jerufalem, are
the nations that are faved, who fhall walk in the

light thereof. St. Paul, in the Hebrews, xii,
22— 24, gives us an excellent defcription of_this

New Jerufalem, and its glorious inhabitants.—
¢ But ycu are come unto mount Zion, and un-
to the city of the Living Gop; the Heavenly

Jerufalem, and to an innumerable company of
angels, To the general affembly and church of
the firft-born which are written in Heaven, and
te Gop the judge of all, and to the tpirits of
juft men made perfe@. And to Jrsus the me~
diator of the new covenant, and to the blocd of
Sprinkling, that fpeaketh better things than that
of Abel.” Thus you difcover who are the in-
habitants of this Heavenly world. ~ The Gobp of
glory favors it with hisown prefence—T hat Bee
ing who fills immenfity, who is invifible and im.
mortal ;' whofe creative arm launched all worlds
and beings into exiftence, whofe unbounded
goodnefs is difpenfed to all ; and from whom
rivers of pleafure fhall eternally flow, who
dwells in light ineflable : and in the prefence of
whom the bright hofts of Heaven veil their fa.
ges, whilft they pay the profoundeft adorations ;
1 fay this glorious being fhall have his taberna-
¢le with men, and enlighten this world. And
alfo Jrsus the mediator o f the new covenant
fhall deign to be prefent in the New Jerufalem.
Here faints may difcover in the cleareft view,
the obje@ of their adoration, fee him face 1w
face ; fee Him by whom the world was made,
‘Him by whom faints are redeemed, and who i
agored by angels; and as heisa Gob and mas,
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faints may have a vifion of Gop, and this will
be a beatific vifion—by this vifion of Jesus
CHRIsT, they will have the cleareft idea of the
Deity that can be attained to by men in tke
future ftate. .

" In this holy place, there fhall be likewife, an
innumerable company of angels. Angels are
dpiritual incelligent beings, and doubtlefs have
Intuitive knowledge, and have ideas clearer,
and more comprehenfive than thofe who gain
them by ratiocination. Their number is great,
they are innumerable. The propher Daniel in
his vifion of Gob, fays, ¢ Thoufand thoufands
minifiered unto him, and ten thoufand times tem
#houfand flood before him.’” Thofe angels are
- siniftring {pirits: and as to their employment
and office, fome are faid to prefide over empires,
mations and provinces ; thus Michael, is faid to
be the prote@or of the people cf Ifrael, Dan.
x, 21. And the angel Gabriel, {peaks of the
angel, who was the prote@or of Perfiac—
And the do&rine of perfons having guardian
angels, is pretty clearly held forth, as well in
the old, as new teftament : and at fundry
times they becams vifible to fome of the ypatria
archs and prophets. But after the general re-
furre&ion and reflitution of all things, thefe
intelligences will have free intercourfe with
the faints—angels and faints will make but one -
church triumphant ; a glorious fociety and com.
pany ! And how much it will contribute to
the knowledge and happirefs of faints, to have
a free communication with beings of that know-
ledge and capacity, we know not, in this ftate
of darknefs and imperfe@ion—beings that can
pafold moft of the laﬁvs of nature; and the
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wonders of the kingdom of grace, and are-Jet
nto the ample fields of futurity !

To add to the felicity of new Jerufalem,
there will be convened, all the faints of every
age and nation.  All the anciert patriarchs and
fathers of the church in the firft ages; for
they fhall come from the eaft and from the “vcg,
and fit down with Abraham, lfaac and Jucob,
in the kingdcin of Heaven. Thefe, in fome
Tefpe@s, may be deemed the firfl.born of the
church. . And moft confpicuous will appear, the
holy apoftles and the numerous train of mar.
tyrs and faithful confeffors. :

It is true, that the employment of faints ip
Dappinefs, is much unknown to us : we fee, the
Gop of nature delights in variety, through
all his works. And we find the purfuits of mort
tals here below are various, according to their
inclinations arnd propenfities : fome delight to
trace the wonderful mazes of natural and moral
philofophy, and the caufes and effeé&s of things s
whilft others purfue the myfteries of religion,
and the wonders of redemption. And why
may we not fuppofe, that in the Heavenly
world, men’s minds will be fitted for ftudy and
contemplation ? It is probable, that their minds
will be fo ample, that they will be able to take,
atone view, a whole train of ideas, and inftant.
aneoufly judge of their conne&ions. How hap.

~ py will the fons of knowledge be, when withe
out difturbance or pains, they will difcover
things as they are, in the kingdoms of naturs
and grace ! How happy the faints, when their
knowledge will be, principally, intuitive ; and
know as angels know—and faith be fwallowed
up in vifion.  We difcover by facred writ, tha}
angels are miniftring f{pirits, revealers of fotu.
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ritiés; and guazdians of perfons and nationsi
dnd juft men mnade perfect may have fome fuch-
employments—but what more happy employa
me€nt can theére be, than the worlhip of the trin-
ity ? To love with feraphic love, and praife
with fonge of higheft joy, that being who is
the fun of the univerfe, infinite in every per~
feltion, will be an employment wortby of thofe
bright legions of the Heavealy Jerufalém, du-
ring a long, long eternity ! ’
But imagination may rove, and our invention
fearch for the various flowers of Paradife, and
the joys of that world to come; butin vain,
for eye hath not feen, nor ear heard, nor has
it entered into. the hearc of meén to conceive
the good things laid up for them that love him. -
St. gaul in his vition into’ the celeftial worid,
difcovered unutterable things !
" But laftly this new Jerufulem fhall be a fcene
of triumph and joy. For Gop (hall wipe away
all tears from their eyes ; and there fhall be
no more death, neither forrow unor crying ;.
ntither fhall there be any more pain, for the
former things are paffed away. Scenes of joy,
forever new, and forever inviting, muil occa.
fion triumphant fongs, and joys unparelleled.
W hren one finner repents, there is joy in Heava
en among the holy i‘ngels—-and when Babylea
was fallen, and totally deftroyed, the church of
Gobp with united voices celebrated his praifes,
like the voice of mighty thunderings, or loud as
the founding ocean, faying, Halelujah, for the -
LorRD Gop OMNIPOTENT reigneth. What
joy tien fhall diffufe itfelf among the angelic
throng, when millions and millions of the fallen
race fhall arrive at the new Jerufalem, aud be.
some the bright inhabitants of that glorious
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eity ?  What joy fhall reign through the celeft
ial regions, when all the faints have attained 2
complete vi&tory over every enemy in this life,
or life to come ? wherefore, to a true faith, let
us join a divine love to cur HEAVENLY FATHER,
and delight in all his ways and hely commands;
that hereafter, we may have a right to the
Tree of Life, andbe received into the Hedven.
ly Jerufalem ; where joy, perfe&ion and hap-
pinefs reign forever and ever.

END or Tux DISSERTATIONS.

ERRATA.

Page G4th, line 4th, for numbers, read number.
_77th, 4th, for x, 3, 4, read ii, 4.
goth, 33d, for manarch, read monarche
95th, 35th, far difperfed, read depreffzd.
roaft,  7ih, for 1, 20, read xvi, 17~=21.
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