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INTRODUCTION. 

" He who is not with me is ag.ainst me." 

I VENTURE, though only a humble member of 
the Church of Christ, a listener of the word and 
not a preacher: to publish a few short observa� 
tions on the Apocalypse, of which the accompa­
nying is the first Part. 

The limits I have prescribed myself do not 
admit of more than a simple statement of facts in 
proof of any assertion I may make (in all hu­
mility), with the fervent hope that what has 
brought conviction to my own mind, may also 
have the like effect upon that of others, and with 
the earnest desire that my humble endea,•ours 
may be a cause that much valuable time and 
talent, now wasted on the worn-out soil of con­
troversial divinity, may unite in one common 
cause to raise a bulwark in defence of the pure 
and true Faith as it is in Jesus, against the inva­
sion of the great enemy of all, Infidelity ; and if 
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only one Christian of any sect whatever will ex­
amine his own heart to find if Infidelity to the 
meek spirit and charity of Christ, lurks not in it, 
in the form of spiritual pride and presumption, 
when he thinks his own method of worshipping 
God the only true one, and all others false-if 
only one professor of extreme sanctity will ex­
amine his heart and see if Infidelity to the blood 
of the Lamb shed for him, lurks not in it in the 
form of too great reliance on his own merits for 
salvation, or in that of too much love of power 
over, or too much contempt for the minds of 
others whose only religion may consist in the 
heart's cry of " God be merciful to me a sinner" 
-if only one infidel will " believe and tremble"
at the precipice on which he stands till he ex­
claims, "Lord, I believe, help thou mine unbelief''­
if only one sinner, borne down with the conscious­
ness of his crimes and yielding to despair, will
feel that despair itself is Infidelity to Christ, who
died on the cross that the sins of the whole world
should be pardoned ; that despair is disbelief in
that word which said that, were those " sins as
scarlet yet should they he white as wool" when
washed in the blood of the Lamb, (Infidelity alone
heing that " sin against the Holy Ghost " for
which there is no pardon)-if only one heart that
trembled hopelessly at the denunciations of God's
wrath and judgments, will vibrate joyfully to the
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Silviour's gentle rebuke to the believer, " Go, and

sin no more,"-then shaU I indeed feel that a 
blessing has been on my pen, and humbly trust 
that God's Holy Spirit does indeed guide me in 
the path I wish to tread. 

So many commentators on the Apocalypse 
have been befo1·e me ; and so many of the ac­
compli&hed prophecies have been so satisfactorily 
explained, that I will only refer my readers to 
the ht vol. of Dr. Keith's "Signs of the Timea," 
for a version of them, as my own ideas agree 
with his so far on most points ; and I also agree 
with him, in some few respects, in the 2nd vol. ; 
where I differ will easily be traced in the follow­
ing pages. 

For those who have not been in the habit of 
reading any commentaries on. prophetic writings
I lay down a few short rules and explanation!' of 
symbols, that havei been admitted as conect by 
the learned and wise ; adopting their ideas on 
the subject, and noting them down as a11ertio,u,

leaving those who doubt to seek the proof in the 
works of these different commentators. 

In &velation, chapter the 6th, Qnd at the 
opening of the 1st seal a White Horse appears : 
by this I presume to be meant the true Faith

as it is in Jesus, in all its purity and power. 
2nd Seal :-A Red Horse, &e.,-Mahometa� 

nism. 
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3rd Seal :-A Black Horse :-to be symbolical 
of darkness, ignorance, and superstition, and its 
rider the undue power, and spiritual pride and 
intolerance of the Church. 

4th Seal :-A pale Horse :-In.fidelity. 
By " the Earth," I presume to be typified all 

the Roman Empire, as it was in the time of our 
Saviour, and which included nearly all the known 
world. 

By 10 Horns :-The 10 kingdoms into which 
the Roman Empire was divided after the irrup­
tion of the Goths and Va"Qdals. 

· By Hea1,en :-That which had been concealed
from the eyes of men. The falling from heaven 
to earth-descending to it-or being cast on it; 
all implying anything that becomes revealed to 
the world in general at some given time. 

By days are meant years-i. e. a thousand 
two hundred and threescore days means 1260 
years. 

By months are intended months of years, not 
days, thirty days· to a month meaning thirty 
years. 

By earthqua"8s are intended wars ; but not re­
ligious wars. 

Any other symbols will be explained as they 
occur in the text; the above are general ones, 
and always to be observed. 














































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































