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" 

" 

line 5-dele " from another given time" 
1-aftt>r sun insert a ; and delc " , namely, of sym­

bolic days;"
2-insert greater after " any"
a-dele " consists" and insert is .figurativelg made

up 

7-after type insert a • and dele " ; and these" to
"symbols."



CHAPTER I. 

ON PROPHETIC TIME, 

IN aJl those prophecies which concern some 
imminent and private event, it ought to be re­
marked, that not only is the language simple and 
precise, but the time also of its accomplishment 
from another given time is set down in terms of 
days and years, the true value of which is clear 
and intelligible ;-whilst, on the other hand, the 
prophecies, that have reforence to the uninrsal 
church, at any remote period, are not only in­
vt;sted in dark sayings and figurative language, 
but the extent of any climacter is invariably set 
down, on a scale equally figurative and emble­
matic. As this distinction prevails so univer­
sally, in both the Old and New Testam�nts, we 
may safely consider it to have been the intention 
of God, that the exact time, as well as the exact 
bearings of th�se greater prophecies, might not 
be discovered till their fulfilment. 

From a neg·lect of the foregoing distinction ; 
and a forgetfulness that the time is as much a 
riddle and ambiguity unto men, as the circum­
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stances of the prophecy, it has been the fasl1i01t 
of all the commentators hitherto, to tak-e a�y 
collective number of days that are set <lowu iu 
these universal prophecies, either in their literal 
import, or else as the representatives of the, J.i-ke 
collective number of years. The former opiniob 
I pass over, as unworthy of remark; to prove 
that the latter is equally erroneous, I need only 
refE>r to the many and elaborate discussions upon 
the seventy weeks of Daniel, (as they are called,) 
which are unquestionably emblematic weeks. · .I 
·allude to these more especially, because no one,
as yet, bas written with such a degree of obsti­
'nacy and assurance upon other parts of Scripture
where the same figurative date-scale is employed.
In this example the substitution of years, of what­
'eter kind, for the days into which those mteks
I resolve, Will not gi Ve the true and kOOWn. Jlleft­
l�llfe of the predicted interval; and the only sim­
�ttdnference being overlooked, namely; that tht
'ttiete substitution of years for those days is erro­
t1euus, we find all the ingenuity and classic learn­
ing in the world exerted, to wrest and torture: th�
inost perspicuou� intention of the prophecy, in
order to make such a substitution available. · · .. : '

· In controverting the general opiuion· of espd­
sitors, to wit, that the collective number of days,
which are set down in the universal propht•cie�,
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is, net the like collective number of yea1·:s, an 
opinion, which is not only imprubab]e frou1 the 
llery end and de8ign of prophecy, but is capable 
of ·pt'actical refutation by a post eventum .reck­
oning\ it may appear, at the first blush, that 
I .am ·arguing· against Scripture evideoce, and 
disallowing a collective number of days to be 
the repreEientatives of the like coJlective number 
of years. But not so ;-for upon this found�­
tion alone, it· i�, that every system for the com-

:putation of prophetic time must be erected. 

The point, which I contend for, is, that t4,e 
duration of any interval predicted in the uni­
i.lev.sal prophecies, is not figuratively measured, 
M: ·a.II the commentators vainly imagine, by. file
oumbe1· of days, weeks, and mouths therein .�et 
down; but by TIMES, and the DIVIDING. Qf 
.T:IMES, either expressed or understood.; ... »..d

t,lmt nothing can be more extravagant, or wj� 
of. reason, than to suppose, because we find 12 
months, 48 weeks, and 3� days, in juxta-tlosi­
t,ion with a Time, (I am taking the example out 
<Of' the Apocalypse), that therefore each of these 
three classes is respectively equal to a Time. 
A moment's reflection will be sufficient on this 
bead� The duration of any lesser interval in 
the print£ prophecies is figuratively made up 
of the spaces, described by the diur11al revo.. 
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