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TO 

THE RIGHT REVEREND FATHER IN GOD, 

() / } 
JOHN, ,:> ,: ,

�,.,. 
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,. 
BY DIVINE P&OVIDENCE, 

LORD BISHOP OF LIMERICK, ARDFERT, 

AND AGHADOE. 

MY LORD, 

IT is a circumstance truly remarkable, in the 

present advanced age of the world, , when " the 

signs of the times" are generally so prominent ; 

and all things appear to be "working together," 

towards the accomplishment of some great and 

decisive change in the moral and political condition 

of mankind,-that those divinely-inspired trains of 

Prophecy, which we meet with in Daniel and St. 

John, (and some parts of which predict this very 

state of things as peculiar to this very period,) 

should seem, to the general apprehension, to be so 

far from increasing in clearness, in proportion to 

the lapse of time,-as to become overspread with 
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additional obscurity by every further attempt at 

elucidation, and to bid defiance to all correctness 

and certainty of interpretation. 

That this unhappy state of things is not to be 

attribu�ed to the Prophecies themselves, is evident 

from the very nature of the case : for in them there 

can be no inconsistency ; and the more deeply 

they are studied, the more visibly do they bear 

impressed upon them the stamp of their own Divine 

authenticity. 

It must, therefore, have arisen from some defects 

in the manner in which the study of these Divine 

Oracles has been conducted: that is,-from the 

adoption of some favourite, but unwarrantable, 

k9potkesis ; from some application of particular and 

insulated portions of them to particnlar events, to 

which they may have seemed to have a special 

reference, without any suitable attention to their 

general bearing and connexion ; from some errors, 

or omissions, in the explanation of the symbolical 

language, in which they are expressed ; or from 

some violation of that order, in respect to ckronolo­

gu;al arrangement, which many of them plainly 

indicate, and to which the whole are doubtless to 

be referred. 

Such h�ve been the principal causes, which have 
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impeded . the clear and lumiQOUS exposition Of the 

Prophecies, relating to the Christian Dispensation 

generally, as far as it bas yet been carried on, and 

to these latter times of it in particular. 

No sooner has this hallowed field for research 

been entered upon, than there has appeared to be-, 

in many instances, the absence of all sober Criti· 

cism, and a reje'ction of all the means adapted for 

successful investigation: nor is there agy vagary 

of the fancy so wild and extravagant, as not to 

have found a place in the attempted illustrations of 

these sacred, and highly important, subjects. 

One of the· explorers · of this " holy ground," 

who is a general in the army of the United States 

of America, and a representative in congress from 

Virginia, has " certified on honour that he had 

" discovered the meaning of the Apocalypse, which, 

·" wit}} the exception· of a few passages in the

" second · and third chapters, has never been ap­

" proached by any expositor." For that " the

" fall of the mystical Babylon is, UNQUESTIONABLY,

" the destruction of Byzantium by. the forces of

" Severus, in the year 195 ;" and that " this event

" is the beacon which we must keep in view, while

" searching for the other �vents, enigmatically

" related in this book." That the book itself " is
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" a pious forgery, written in the spirit of insatiable 

" revenge !" that it is " a compilation from the 

" Prophets, the theology of the Rabbins, the Pastor 

" of Hermas, and the more ancient Apocalypses,

" applied by the writer to the history of his own 

�,time;" and that " Irenreus, bishop of Lyonl!I, 

" must have been the author of it, because he 

" wrote several books, in one of which he men­

" tioned the ancient copies of the Apocalypse, and 

"was also acquainted with several persons who 

" figured in · the history of the destruction of By­

" zantium 1." 

Others of them, as Mr. Cunninghame, and Mr. 

Cooper, although the period of "a time, times, 

"and a half," or 1260 years, has been the space 

specially pointed out for the " wonders" connected 

with the existence of PoPERY and MAHOMETANISM 2, 

will have that period to have expired in the year 

1792; although both these systems of imposture 

are still in existence ; and the former of them, in 

I I beg to refer, for the notice of this extraordinary work rather 

more at large, to Mr. Home's learned and excellent " Introduc­

" tion to the critical study and knowledge of the Holy Scriptures,"

Vol. II. p. 825. No. 146. Edit. 5. The date of the work is 

"Washington City, 1825." 

I Dan. vii. 211. and xii. 6, 7, 






































































































































