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PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION. 

T
HE volume now presented to the Christian public, cons!sts

as will be observed, of four parts : the first is commended 
to the candid consideration of those who have not yet received 
the truth of the premt7lennial advent of our Lord Jesus Chnsf,

the second and third take that truth as proved and granted, 
and address themseh·es especially to those who, holding pre­
millennial views, are still looking for the manifestation of 
Antichrist, prior to the visible advent of Christ, those who 
adopt a literal interpretation of the Apocalyptic prophecies, 
including their chronological features-in other words, to the 
futurzst scho�l of prophetic interpreters. The fourth and last 
part, which consists of an investigation into the system oj times

and seasons presented in the word and works of God, contains 
not a few original observations and discoveries, which, if the 
author mistakes not, throw fresh light on the whole subject of 
Seri pture prophecy, and which he thinks will be found of inter­
est to all students of the p�ophetic word, as well as, he trusts, 
to all lovers of the Bible. Perhaps, he cannot better introduce 
the book to the reader, than by giving a brief outline of its 
history. 

Imbued by education with the ordinary view, that a gradual 
improvement in the present state of things was to be expected 

iii 
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till all the world should be converted, and a spiritual kingdom 
of God be universally established on earth, and that no return 

of Christ was to be looked for till the day of judgment at 

the end of the world,-- the author no sooner began to study 

the Scriptures independently than he perceived, that this view 

obliged him to interpret in a forced and non-natural n1anner 

a vast variety of apparently clear and simple passages, both in 

the Old and New Testaments. Unable to rest satisfied with 

doing this, he was led to read a variety of works, both for a�d 

against premillennial views, especially that most able treatise 

ever penned against them, entitled " Christ's Second Coming, 

will it be Premillennial?" by Dr. David Brown, of Aberdeen. 

Unable to reach any decision satisfactory to himself by this 

study of prophetic works, the author nearly twenty years ago 

laid them all aside, and very carefully and critically read 

through the entire Bible, marking, studying and considering 

every passage bearing on the subject, with a view to collect 

the full testimony of the Word of God respecting it. This plan 

he would earnestly commend to those who may be in doubt as 

to the truth on this fundamental point It completely set his 

own mind at rest, and his views have never been shaken since. 

That a premillennial advent of Christ is clearly predicted in the 

Word of God, the writer never afterwards doubted, or hesitated 

to preach; b•t the pressing claims of incessant evangelistic 

labours for many years, forbad his looking further into pro­

phetic subjects. 

A fuller acquaintance, acquired by personal observatiun, 

with the condition of the Greek and other professing Christian 
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Churches of Syria, Egypt, and Turkey, and of the effects of 

Mohammedan rule in the East, and also with the Papal system 

as developed in France and Spain, and with the Continental 

infidelity to which it has given rise, subsequently led the 

author to a careful study of the history of the Mohammedan 

and Papal pow�rs, and of the prophecies of Scripture believed 

by many to relate to them. This resulted in a deep conviction 

that THOSE POWERS OCCUPY IN THE w ORD OF GoD, AS PRO­

MINENT A PLACE AS· THEY HAVE ACTUALLY HELD IN THE 

HISTORY OF THE CHURCH. 

The remarkable events of the years 1866-70, especially the 

outbreak of the Franco-German war, which put a stop to 

evangelistic effotts which the author had been for some time 

making in Paris, led him not only still further to consider the 

question of modem fulfilment of prophecy, but to prepare a 

work on the subject, which he intended to ha_ve published 

under the title of "Foretold and Fulfilled." This work advo­

cate·d the Protestant or historic system of interpreting the sym­

bolic prophecies of Daniel and the Apocalypse, and in doing 

so had necessarily to consider the question which lies at the 

base of the different views of unfulfilled prophecy taken by 

Christians - tk true meaning of the chronological statements 

contained in symbolic prophecy, i.e., whether they are literal 

or whether they are figurative. In studying. the masterly and 

exhaustive treatise of the Rev. T. R. Birks on this subjec�, *

• "First Elements of Sacred Pr�phecy, including an examination of
sever:,J reci:nt Expositions, and of the Year-day Theory," by the Rev. T. 
R. Dirks, Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge, 
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the author was deeply interested in a statement made on the 

authority of a Swiss astronomer, M. De Cheseaux, that the 

leading prophetic periods of Scripture are demonstrably celes­

tz"al cycles; that is, periods as definitely marked off as such by 

celestial revolutions, as are our ordinary years or days. This 

led him to examine the nature of these cycles, and to investigate 

the connection between astronomic facts and Scripture chrono­

logy, and thus to the discovery that the epacts of the prophetic 

periods of Scripture form a remarkable septiform series. 

Practical duties of a pressing nature connected with the 

foundation of the author's EAST LONDON INSTITUTE FOR 

HoME AND FOREIGN MISSIONS,• prevented the completion 

of the intended volume, and the papers connected wit?- tht

astronomic measures of the prophetic times lay by for some 

years in the hands of the Rev. T. R. Birks of Cambridge. 

But in 1876-7, when the long impending Eastern question 

came once more to the front, and attention was, by the tragic 

and eventful scenes transpiring in European Turkey, again 

directed to evident cotemporaneous fulfilments of prophecy, 

the author was strongly impressed with the duty of giving to 

his brethren without further delay, any light . which God might 

have given him on this sacred and deeply interesting theme; 

of adding his contribution, however smalJ, towards the under­

standing of the prophetic word, and in spite of many difficulties 

he has made leisure, during the last eighteen months, to com­

plete his researches into the subject, and prepare the present 

volume for the press. 

• See Appendix C,
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In order to secure correctness in his astronomic stater,:ients, 

the author submitted a considerable portion of the Jourth part 

of this work to the criticisms of Professor Adams of Cambridge, 

whose discovery of the planet Neptune by pure mathematical 

calculation, has long given him a position of the very l1ighest 

eminence as an authority in astronomic science. Professor 

Adams was kind enough to allow the author to read to him 

many (though not quite all) of his statements on" the connec• 

tion of Times and Seasons natural and revealed," and he also 

verified some of M. De Cheseaux's calculations with reference 

to the cyclical character of the prophetic Times. Finding M. 

De Cheseaux's work in the British Museum, the author had it 

carefully copied for his· own use, and subsequently sent it to 

Professor Adams that he miglit examine a point about which 

he had expressed some doubt, relative to the times of the 

equinoxes and of the summer solstice in the year of Daniel's 

vision 552 B.c. 

The following letter from Professor Adams shows M. De 

Cheseaux to have been slightly in error on this point,-error 

easily accounted for by the want, in his day, of such accurate 

data as more modern science supplies-. but which docs not 

in the least affect his conclusions as to the cyclical character of 

the prophetic Times :-

OBSERVATORY, CAMBRIDGE, Ma·rch 18 1 1878. 
MY DEAR SIR, 

I received the copy of De Cheseaux safely, and I ought ere this 

lo have sent you the result of my examination into the correctness of his 

statements. Pray pardon the delay, which has _been caused by my having 

been so busy. I have calculated very approximately the times of the 
• 
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equinoxes and solstices for the year B.C. 552, which is that given by De 

Cheseaux as the year of Daniel's vision, and I find the following results, 

expressed in mean time at Jerusalem,· reckoned from midnight. 

Vernal equinox ... March . .. 

Summer solstice ... June 

f1.utumnal equinox ... Sept. . .. 

Winter solstice Dec. 

d. h. m.
27 8 • 

29 II 39 

29 II 51 

27 0 17 

Hence the summer solstice and the autumnal equinox take place not far 

from noon at Jerusalem, but the vernal equinox takes place about four hours 

before noon. De Cheseaux's error appears to arise chiefly from his ha»ing 

supposed that the excentricity of the earth's orbit was the same in the time 

of Daniel as in his own time, whereas it was very sensibly greater. I have 

added the time of the winter solstice also, though it is not required for 
your purpose. • ·. . • The fact is that the change of excentricity and place of 

the apse of the orbit of any planet, is a compound phenomenon, due to the 

combined action of all the other planets, and therefore the final result ii 

got by compounding together several variable quantities, which have quite 

different and indeed incommensurable periods. I will return your copy of 

De Cheseaux, which is quite beautifully done, immediately, either by post 

or railway, as I have done with it. 

I remain, dear sir, 

Yours very truly, 

J. C, ADAMS,

As his letter did not reach the author in time to allow of 

his. adding Professor Adams's correction to M. De Cheseaux's 

statement quoted on p. 404 of this work, he inserts it here.• 

The mo dern solar and lunar tables employed by Professor 

Adams, also showed some slight errors in M. De Cheseaux's 

calculations, amounting to about an hour in the period of 1040 

years (referred to on p. 403) but in nowise invalidating the 

claim of that period to be considered a cycle harmonizing tlu 

• The statement referred lo has been omitted in this edition •
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l11nar montk witli the solar year, or the cyclical character of 

the associated prophetic periods of 1260 and 2300 years, of 

which it is the difference. 

The author has also to acknowledge his indebtedness to 

the kind and valued criticisms of his friends, the Rev. Henry 

Brooke of Dovercourt, and Philip Henry Gosse, Esq., F.R.S., 

of Torquay, who saw portions of the prophetic parts of this 

work while it was passing through the press. Their accurate 

acquaintance with the prophetic Scriptures, and deep reverence 

for the Word of God, gave the suggestions they made a special 

value in this principal branch of the subject dealt with. 

There remains to the author the grateful task of acknowledg­

ing the very considerable help he has had in writing and revising 

this volume from the practised pen of his beloved wife, for 

many years the sharer of his toils in various efforts to spread 

in different lands the knowledge of saving or of sanctifying 

Truth. The part which-in spite of much wearying labour 

by day and often by night, as Honorary Secretary of the 

EA.sT LONDON INSTITUTE FOR HOME AND FOREIGN MISSIONS 

-she has cheerfully taken in the task of preparing this work_

-however others may regard the result-will epdear it to him

while memory endures.

And now the author commends this work to the candour 

of the Christian Reader, and above all to the blessing of God! 

He alone knows how earnestly and incessantly the enlighten­

ings of his own Holy Spirit have been sought, in the course 

of its preparation, how often the heartfelt prayer, " 0 send out 

thy light and thy truth, let them lead me," has gone up amid 
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the studies of which it is the result. The Bible has been the 

main field explored, in the conviction, "in thy light we shall 

see light;" and in giving to the Church of Christ, the light on 

this high and holy subject, which has, he humbly believes, 

been granted in response to much prayer, he desires to ascribe 

to the only wise God, the giver of understanding, all glory, 

and 1'onour, and praise. Of all his good gifts, knowledge, 

true knowledge of Him, of his works, of his word, and of 

his ways, is one of the best; and we are commanded to grow 

in such know]e_dge. 

If this work lead his brethren in the ministry (o an increased 

study of the Prophetic Scriptures, the author will feel richly 

rewarded, whether his own conclusions be received or not. 

He is conscious that his researches into the Divine system of 

times and seasons have gone but a little way into the subject, 

but his hope is that they may serve to indicate to abler minds 

and pens, a vein of ore which will richly repay working . 

To one feature of the investigation he begs to call special 

attention. IT DEALS NOT WITH THEORIES BUT WITH FACTS: it 

consists not of speculations about the future, which are alto• 

gether foreign to it, and in which the writer has not the least 

inclination to indulge ; it consists in a collection of facts, and 

of inferences drawn from those facts. The author has endea­

voured to deal with the question, What are the facts of the 

world's history and chronology ? What are the facts as to the 

nature, the objects, and the fulfilment of Scripture prophecy? 

What are the ascertained facts as to the plan of Providence ? 

What are the facts as to the system of Times and Seasons in 
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Nature-the periodicity of vital phenomena, and the majestic 

revolutions of the worlds whose movements control the entire 

progress of terrestrial time ? What are the links of connection 

between these facts? What are the laws which control them ? 

\Vhat is the chronological system to which these chronological 

elements belong? The answers to these questions have been 

sought with care, and patient reflection. The inductive method 

has been followed throughout ; the /ads of revelation and the 

fads of nature, have been collected and compared; a broad 

basis has been thus constructed ; and the conclusions reached 

have been limited, as far as possible, to legitimate inferenceJ 

from the fads considered. The author claims that a candid 

consideration of the fourth part of this volume should prevent 

its ever being confounded with a class of writings which pro­

perly fail to command the attention of sober-minded Christian 

students. A wide distinction exists and should be recognised 

between students and expositors of the Word and Works of God, 

who humbly, so_berly, and reverently searching into the facts 

of Nature and Scripture, of providence and of prophecy, reach 

conclusions which sanctified common sense can approve,-and 

speculators, who nuining away with isolated and mysteriou� 

expressions, indulge in imaginations of their own, and become 

prophets, instead of students of Divine prophecy. No employ­

ment of human intelligence is nobler, than an adoring inves­

tigation of the revealed purposes of God, " which things the 

angels desire to l�ok into," while few are so puerile, as a pre­

sumptuous pretence of predicting the future, apart from sue}, 

cautious and careful study of Divine revelation. 
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In. conclusion, the author would strongly deprecate the false 

and foolish popular notion, that all study of prophecy is un• 

practical-a notion too often propagated by passing, but mis­

chievously-influential allusions to the subject, from pulpit, 

platform, and press, made by those who know little either of 

it, or of its effects. It ought to be a sufficient rebuke to the 

levity that hazards such an assertion, or admits such an idea, 

to recall the facts, that one-third of the Bible consists of 

prophecy ; and that our Lord and Master said, " Search the 

Scriptures," not a portion of them. The apostle Peter ex­

pressly tells us that we do well to take heed to the " more 

sure word of prophecy,'' as to a light shining in a dark place 

until the day dawn and the day star arise. Is it unpractical 

to make use of a good lantern on a pitch-dark night, in 

traversing a dangerous road ? or is it not rather unpractical 

and unreasonable to attempt to dispense with it? And 

further, a special and emphatic blessing is attached to this 

study in the closing book of the Bible : "Blessed is he 

that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, 

and keep the things that are written therein, for the time is 

at hand." 

It is a reflection of the gravest kind on the wisdom ol 

God, to suppose that the study of a branch of truth to which 

He has in his word accorded singular prominence, should 

have an injurious tendency, or be devoid of a directly sanc­

tifying effect: and moreover it is a conclusion completely at 

variance with all the facts of history and experience. Enoch 

was a student of prophecy, and of prophecy that is to this 
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day unfulfilled, and Enoch was the saintliest of men, an 

eminently holy and practical preacher, who walked with God 

three hundred years, and was not, for God took him, an� 

before his translation he had this testimony, that he pleased 

God Noah was a student of unfulfilled prophecy, and 

Scripture presents no more practical preacher of righteous­

ness than he was. All the holy prophets were students, 

and diligent students, too, of their own and of each other's 

predictions, and especially of their chro1Wlogi'cal predictions. 

"The prophets inquired and searched diligently, searching 

what or what 11Janner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in 

them did signify, when it testified beforehand the sufferings of 

Christ, and the glories that should follow" (i Pet. i. 10, 11 ). 

Daniel was a student of unfulfilled prophecy, yet he was not 

only a practical statesman, but a nian of singular holiness, 

classed with Noah and Job as one of the most righteous of men. 

There is everything in the nature of the study to make those 

who pursue it both practical and holy. It imbues the mind 

with the counsels and judgment of God about the affairs and 

events of earth; it reveals what shall be, and thereby lessens 

the inordinate power of that which is now, bringing the spirit 

under the influence of things unseen and eternal, and thereby 

weakening that of things seen and temporal. It affords to 

hope much needed food, lacking which we must ianguish 

and grow feeble ; and to faith and love peculiar stimulus 

and enjoyment. Without an intelligent acquaintance with the 

teaching of the prophetic word, no man of God is or can be 

thoroughly furnished to all good works, for it is part of the '' aU 
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Scripture" given by inspiration, and profitable for the purpose 

of rendering him so. 

Perhaps one reason for the prevailing neglect of prophetic 

expositions and preaching will be found on reflection, to lie, not 

in the fact that it is unpractical, but rather in the fact that it is 

so peculiarly practical, that few have the boldness and courage 

to face the ridicule, opposition, and contempt it is sure to 

incur in the world. Jeremiah lived on the eve and in the crisis 

of a day of judgment on the apostate professing people of God. 

He was commissioned to deliver prophetic. discourses full of 

denunciations of coming judgment, and of chronological sfate­

t11tnfs of its proximity and duration. We know what Jere• 

miah's lot was, and few are prepared to play his sad and thank• 

less role in society ! 

So far from the study and exposition of the prophetic word 

being profitless and vain, we believe it is impossible to esti­

mate the loss sustained by  the Church, or the injury done to 

the world, by the very general and unjustifiable neglect of it. 

Is it not so that where one prophetic di_scourse is delivered, 

ten thousand doctrinal and practical sermons are preached? 

By what authority do we thus shelve a line of truth to which 

divine wisdom has given such prominence in Scripture 1 Is it 

not our duty to declare " the wlwle counsel of God" 1 Those 

who have carefully looked into this subject, solemnly and with 

good ground believe, that the " word '' we are commanded to 

'' preach " is full of evidence that the long predicted and long 

delayed judgments on the Papal and Mohammedan powers, 

which are not only already begun, but are fast accomplishing 
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before our eyes, are. to issue, and that speedily, in such a 

burning of " Babylon the Great," as will light up all Christen­

dom with its lurid glow,-the immediate precursor, if it be not 

the accompaniment, of the glorious advent of the King of 

kings. With all earnestness and sobriety of rµind they assure 

their brethren that it is their deep conviction that this is 

the testimony of sacred Scripture,· yet multitudes of Christian 

teachers, without even taking the trouble of examining into the 

subject, still preach the contrary, or imply it in their preach­

ing ; not from well-grounded conviction of its truth, but from 

educational prejudice, or mere force of habit. Is this right? 

Ought not every minister of the word to study for himself the 

teachings of Scripture, until he is satisfied that he has attained 

the nuth on this momentous theme ? 

For if we are right-if there be unequivocal proof in the 

inspired volume, proof that no previous generation of Christians 

was in a position to appreciate as we are, that the ·day of 

Christ is at hand-that the time for evangelising the nations, 

and gathering in the church of the first-born is speedily to 

expire-that the long day of grace to the Gentiles is all but 

over, and that apostate Christendom, so long spared by the 

goodness of God, is soon to be cut off by his righteous 

severity-that the mystery of God is all but finished, and his 

manifested rule about to be inaugurated-that the great closing 

Armageddon conflict is at hand, and the complete overthrow 

of the confederated hosts of evil-if we be right in believing 

that scarcely a single prophecy in the whole Bible, relating to 

events prior to the i:econd advent of Christ remains unfulfilled 
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-if we be rlght,-then surely every pulpit in England should

be ringing with timely testimony to these truths,-surely these

solemn and most momentous facts ought not, in the preaching

ot any of God's faithful witnesses throughout the world, to

be passed by in silence. And who that has not studied the

subject can be in a position to say that we are not right-­

that these things are not so ?

May such a spirit as the Bereans had of old, be granted 

to the Christians of this generation, that they may diligently 

search the '' more sure word of prophecy," and draw directly 

from that sacred fountain the Truth as to the fast approach­

ing future, which God has graciously revealed ; and may this 

volume, through his blessing, prove in such researches, helpful 

to not a few. 

EAST LONDON INSTITUTE FOR 

HOME AND FOREIGN MISSIONS, 

HARLEY HOUSE, Bow, E. 



PREFACE TO TI-IE SECOND EDITION. 

T
HE author has been glad to see, by the sale of the first

edition of two thousand copies of this work within eight 

months of its publication, that the important subject of which 

it treats is increasingly attracting the attention of students of 

Scripture. In preparing the book for a second edition, he has 

spared no pains in order to render it as accurate and as re1i­

able as possible. 
The present edition has been carefully corrected throughout, 

and all the astronomic calculations have been verified by a pro­

fessional mathematician employed in one of the government 

astronomical offices. 

A considerable amount of astronomic detail, which is of 

interest only to students, has been thrown into an appendix, in 

order to relieve and simplify the latter part of the work, and to 

adapt it for general readers. 

Much additional matter, of a chronologic and historic 

character, has been introduced, and several fresh discoveries, 

of no small importance to the whole subject, are embodied in 

this edition. As the result of further research, the truth as to 

the Divine system of times and seasons has become more clear 

to the author's own mind, and it is, he trusts, more clearly pre .. 

sented now than previously. 
xvii /J 
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There is added in an appendix a complete CALENDAR OP

THE TIMES OF THE GENTILES, showing, in unbroken sequence, 
the main events from the beginning of the Babylonian 

monarchy (a.c. 747) to the present day. This calendar givef 
the names of the various monarchs of different dynasties, whc 

nave succeeded each other in the headship of the four great 
empires symbolised by the fourfold image of Daniel, together 

with their B.C. and A.D. dates, and the leading events of the 
hi�tory. It commences, as will be observed, with the era of 

N abonassar, or date of the accession of the first king of 
Babylon. This date is determined with certainty and exacti­
tude by a series of astronomic observations recorded by 
Ptolemy, and is therefore one of the best as�ertained dates of 
remote antiquity. Prophetic students have long been divided 

in opinion as to the point from which the great " seven times " 
of prophecy should be dated. All agree that the terminus a 
quo must lie somewhere in the rise of th� Babylonian 

monarchy, but there is difference of judgment as to the exact 
point. This calendar shows the remarkable fact-never, we 

believe, observed before-that from the day of the accession of

Nabonassar, the first king of Babylon, lo the day of the fall of 

Romulus A ttgustulus, the last emperor of .Rome, there elapsed 

an interval of precisely 1260 lunar years. That the entire 
duration of the four great Pagan Gentile empires (prior to the 
tenfold division of the last) should thus measure, precisely 

"time, times and a half," seems to indicate that the era, of 

Nabonassar shouid be regarded as, at any rate, an initi:il 
Rtarting-point for the "Times of the Gentiles.'' though the 
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overthrow of the throne of Judah by Nebuchadnezzar is un­

doubtedly the full and final commencement of this great dis-­

pensational period. This remarkable fact indicates also that 

the lunar measurement of time must not be overlooked in 

researches as to the fulfilment of chronologic prophecy. Hence 

the distance of each event from the starting-point is, in the 

calendar, given not only in solar but also in lunar years. Like 

the great "week," whose chronicle it presents, this calendar is 

divided into-two parts. The first gives the history of the 1260

years just mentioned, from the beginning of the Babylonian to 

the end of the Roman empire ; and the second traces that of 

the 1 260 years which have elapsed between the era of the rise 

and. that of the fall of the Papal and Mohammedan powers. 

The latter not only gives the chronologic distance of each 

event from the era of Nabonassar-the commencement of the 

whole" seven times "-but also from the rise of the apostasies 

-the commencement of their second half. The Papal chrono­

logy is given in solar, and the Mohammedan in lunar years,

the Mohammedan calendar being lunar.

The chronology followed in the earlier part of the calendar 

is that of the Canon ot Ptolemy, as verified by astronomical 
researches, and elaborately set forth in Clinton's "Fasti 

Hellenici." The chronology of the Roman empire, as far as 

- the reign of Heraclius, is drawn from Clinton's "Fasti

Romani"; intermediate and subsequent dates are taken from

Blair's Chronological Tables, and its useful �earrangement ;n

Rosse's Dictionary of Dates, compared with various chrono­

logical works, ancient and modern. The chronology of recent
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Europe411 history is given from Haydn's Dictionary of Dates, 

while chat of the most recent and current events is taken from 

the annual register of the Times newspaper. 

There is also added in an appendix a careful investigation 

into the subject of the "seventy weeks" of Dan. ix., a chrono­

logical prophecy of the first importance, as b�ing the only one 

in Scripture indicating the period of the first advent of Christ, 

and one whose fulfilment is an unanswerable argument for the 

truth of Christianity. 

The author sends forth this second edition with a deeper 

conviction than ever that there is ample and satisfactory evi­

dence that we are indeed living in the closing years of this dis­

pensation-the time of the end ; and with a stronger desire 

than ever that this solemn fact may be more widely perceived 

and acknowledged by the Church of God, in order to the 

increase ot practical holiness, of joyful hope, and of earnest 

activity in the work of the Lord. 
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I 
N sending forth a fifth edition of this work within two

years of its first publication, we thankfully record the 

fact, of which we have abundant evidence, that it has found 
acceptance with a large number of earnest Christians, of 
students of God's word, of ministers of the gospel, of saints 
who love th.e hope of their Lord's appearing. From Christians 
of various denominations and ranks in society, and of different 

nationalities, letters have been received expressing substantial 
and hearty agreement with the views it unfolds, and stating 

that spiritual blessing has been experienced in its perusal. 
For this, then, we give thanks to God, the alone Giver of 
every good and perfect gift, and rejoice that qur labour has 
not been expended upon it in vain. I say we, for I associate 
with myself in this my beloved wife, my fellow-labourer in the 
gospel, whose valuable aid rendered in the preparation of this 
book made it our joint work, and constitutes its success our 

joint reward. 
Very little alteration -has been made in this edition ; a few 

slight errors found in the fourth edition have been corrected, 
and a footnote has been added on page 7 8, containing Dean 
Alford's striking and valuable testimony to the correct inter­
pretation of Revelation xx., as establishing the literality of 

xxi 



xxii PREFACE. 

the first resurrection, and the premillennial character of the 

Second Advent. 

May grace be given to all who look for the speedy coming 

of our Lord to proYe they do so by their spirit, their labours, 

and their lives I " What manner of persons ought we to be 

in all holy conversation and godliness?" How should we 

reflect upon a dark world the glow of the coming sunrise I 

How should we abound in our labours for the Lord, and 

that "so muck the more" as we more clearly "see the day" 

" approaching" ? 

HARLEY Hot:sE, Bow, E., 

February, 1880.

H. GRATTAN GUINNESS.



PREFACE TO THE EIGHTH EDI1"ION. 

T
HIS edition is, as far as the text is concerned, identical

with the last, but has two important additions. 

1. An appendix of sixty pages containing answers to certain

Futurist objections and replies to this volume which 

have from time to time appeared since its publication. 

2. A copious index, to facilitate reference to the various

subjects treated of in the book. 

The events of the last four years have strongly confirmed 

the views and anticipations of this volume. The- complete 

loss of independence by the Turkish Empire, and its growing 

decadence and impending break-up, have become only more 

evident. 

Under threat of compulsion by the chief powers of Europe 

acting in concert, Turkey was forced reluctantly to carry out 

the stipulations of the Treaty of Berlin as to Greece and 

Montenegro. France has established a Protectorate in Tunis, 

and England and France conjointly have assumed the super­

vision of Egypt, and guaranteed it against interference from 

Turkey. Armenia and Koordistan have fallen into a state of 

anarchy, and the disorganization of what remains of the 

Turkish Empire is fast becoming dangerous to the peace of 

Europe. 
xxiii 
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The universally tolerant and almost latitudinarian nineteenth 

century has during the same period been astonished by the 

sudden outbreak and rapid spread of a spirit of bitter ani­

mosity against the Jewish people. 
In Germany, Hungary, Poland, and Russia, the Jews have 

been reviled and hunted, spoiled of their goods, burnt out of 

house and home, degraded by penal laws, expelled from some 

localities, and in others tortured, abused, and slaughtered in 
cold blood. A series of atrocities analogous to those which 

originated the Russo-Turkish War have been permitted, if not 

patronized by Russia, and each day is adding to the long list. 
In this miserable plight, the Russian Jews are naturally 

turning their thoughts to emigration, and especially to emigra­

tion to Palestine. 

Thus the power that has long held Palestine, and trodden 
down the Holy City, is growing weaker and poorer year by 

year, and the people to whom the land belongs are being 
prepared to return thither, by a painful weaning from the lands 

arid homes of their long exile. The result to which these 

two courses of events, each in its own way, tends, is clearly 

the restoration of Israel to a national existence in Palestine. 
The following article from the Jewish World of Feb. 3, 

1882, shows that a return to Palestine is desired by the Jews 

of Russia, and it is urged on no weak grounds by various 

sections of the Jewish press. 
PERSECUTION OF THE JE,vs IN RUSSIA. 

To the Editor of the "Jt'wish 1Yorld. 1' 

"Srn,-As n Russian Jew commercially connected with this country, I 

l>eg to offer a few remarks regarding my brethren and their aims which 

would perh:ips be of interest to your renders. 
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"Owing to recent calamities Russian Jews have given up all hope of 

permanent safety or prosperity in Russia, and certainly abandoned nll 

thoughts of engaging in agriculture in that country, to which of late a 

tendency had arisen. They are bent on emigration at the earliest oppor­

tunity. Outside Russia, America is declared as tlle field most suitable for 

their enterprise, and in the precipitation which followed the outrages a 

few, aided by the Alliance of Paris, had indeed fled to America. That 

this, however, is not the general aim and wish of the Jews in Russia may 

be gathered from the opinions of all classes of Jewish society, as expressed 

in journals and in private circles. The removal of the few batches of 

Jews was stigmatised an eternal banishment, and was compared to the 

procedure of one who rescues a person from the flood, only to let him die 

on shore in a swoon. 

" Looking away, therefore, from instances of spasmodic activity, and 

regarding only the unobtrusive but systematic endeavours of our Russian 

brethren themselves, one cannot bu� notice the uprising into existence 

among them, as well as among their Roumanian brethren (these being by 

far the more energetic), of a determined yearning for a more settled and 

secure condition of life than has hitherto been permitted to the majority of 

our unhappy race. And unmistakably their goal is the colonisation ot 

Palestine. In almost every town in Roumania, and in some of the 

principal cities of Russia, there have been formed Palestine Emigration 

Societies with funds of their own ; and although the Russian Government 

has not yet expressed its opinion on the movement, there is a strong hope 

that it will not run counter to it. Long ago the wish had taken root 

among them, and having waited for some time in vain for their Western 

brethren to take the initfative in the enterprise, they have at lergth of 

themselves taken the matter earnestly in hand. They have chosen Pales­

tine, not on account of any wild dreams of ambition in the immediate 

future, but because it alone promises to supply the felt and universal 

requisite of a permanent abode, besides its possessing other qualities, such 

as the absence in it of undue competition, its proximity to Russia, and the 

traditional friendliness of the Turkish Government towards the Jews. 

Now I would inform the British public, Jewish and otherwise, that if theJ 

really wish to help their persecuted brethren, they need not give any sub-
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scriptions or donations for the undertaking. The Russian Jews are quite 

capable of providing funds for the purpose from their own pockets. What 

is, however, indispensable for the success of the movement is a guarantee 

for the security and efficient administration of the funds subscribed. There 

is no doubt-and I speak from extensive Russian experience-that if a 

well-known banker or other recognised authority guaranteed a loan to be 

issued in small shares, they would be in a very short time bought up by 

Russian Jews themselves. This same method of guarantee had been 

pursued by the Serfs in the purchase of land from the Russian nobles, 

with most beneficial results. Here then is a glorious opportunity for our 

princes of finance. Neither a half nor any other fraction of the money of 

our rich brethren is asked for this undertaking ; but if they ha.ve not de­

generated from the ancient stock they will surely help us with their name 

and the security it brings with it. 

"In conclusion, I may add that it was somewhat amusing to read the 

various suggestions for the solution of the Russo-Jewish Question, while 

the wishes of those benefited were never consulted. The Russian Jews do 

not wish to change the Russo-Jewish Question into an American or Spanish 

Jewish Question, but endeavour with God's help to solve it once and for 

always in a manner promising to be permanent. 

"' I am, your obedient servant, 

"A RUSSIAN JEW." 

Nor is this proposal for Jewish emigration to Palestine an 

impracticable one or a mere indefinite proposition. The 

movement is already inaugurated. A year or two ago the 

colonisation of Palestine by Jews had been urged by Mr. 

Laurence Oliphant, who had visited and explored certain 

regions of the country with an express view to ascertain its 

suitability for agricultural colonies. 

The Committee of the Mansion House Fund for the relief 

of the Russo-Jewish sufferers has now appointed this gentle­

man as a commissioner to proceed to Galicia, classify the 

refugees according to their various callings, and select those 
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who, being farmers, mechanics, operatives, or labourers, would 

be serviceable in agricultural settlements, for a colonisation 

movement whose eastern sphere is Palestine; and the sum of 

£10,000 was placed by the Committee at his disposition on 

the 20th Feb., 1882, in order to meet the expenses of ti1e 

emigration of the persecuted Jews. 

It is a noteworthy fact that with this year of crisis in Jewish 

history the great prophetic half week, " time times and a 
half," elapses, as reckoned in solar years from the initial date 

of that power which has long held, and still holds, Palestine 

in subjection, which mare than any other has trodden down 

the Holy City and defiled the sanctuary. The rapid decay 

and disintegration of that power is-an evidence that the end 

of the "Times of the Gentiles'' is at hand, for the treading 

down of Jerusalem and the times of the Gentiles terminate 

together. 
''Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles until the 

times of the Gentiles be fulfilled." 

H. GRATTAN GUINNESS.

HARLEY HousE, Bow, E,, 

Mar, 30th, r88,. 
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0 The natural and moral constitution and government of the world are 
so c.-onnected, M to make up together but one scheme : and it is highly 
probable, that the first is foI'Jlled and carried on merely in subserviency to 
the latter ; as the vegetable world is for the animal, and organized bodies 
for minds. But the thing intended here, is, without inquiring how far the 
administration of the natural world is subordinate to that of the moral, 
only to observe the credibility, that one should be analogous or similar to 
the other; that therefore every act of Divine justice and goodness, may be 
supposed to look much beyond itself, and its immediate object; may have 
some reference to other parts of God's moral administration, and to a 
general moral plan : and that every circumstance of this his moral govern­
ment, may be adjusted beforehand with a view to the whole of ii. Thus 
for example : the determined length of time, and the degrees and ways, in 
which virtue is to remain in a state of warfare and discipline, and in which 
wickedness is permitted to have its progress ; the times appointed for the 
execution of justice ; the appointed instruments of it ; the kind of rewards 
and punishments, and the manners of their distribution ; all particular 
instances of Divine justice and goodness, and every circumstance of them, 
may have such respects to each other, as to make up all together, a whole, 
connected and related in all its parts : a scheme or system, which is o.s 
properly one as the natural world. is, and of the like kind." 

Jsp. BUTLF.7il., 
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PAR'f I. 

PROGRESSIVE REVEI.ATION. 

CHAPTER I. 

GOD'S REVELATION OF HIMSELF TO MAN HAS BEEN A PRO­

GRESSIVE ONE.-TRUTH IN GENERAL HAS BEEN REVEALED 

PROGRESSIVELY.-PROPHECY, THE DIVINE HISTORY Ol!' THE 

FUTURE, CONSISTS OF A SERIES OF PROGRESSIVE REVi:LA­

TIONS.-PRACTICAL RESULTS OF THE COMPREHENSION AND 

APPLICATION OF THIS PRINCIPLE. 

G
OD has been pleased to make three great revelations
of Himself to man : his Works ; his Word ; and his 

Son, and these revelations have been progressive in character. 
Nature, the Law, the Gospel; a silent material universe, an 
inspired Book, a living God-man; these are the three great 
steps that have led from the death and darkness of sm to that 
knowledge of the true God which is eternal life. 

A fourth revelation of God, fuller and more perfect than 
any, is yet to come. The only begotten Son, who is in the 
bosom of the Father, who is the brightness of his glory and 
the express image of his person, who " declared Him " 
when He came the first tim< � in grace and humiliation, will de­
clare Him yet more fully when He comes a second time in 
righteousness and in glory. Then the earth will be filled with 
the knowleage of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea. 

Each of these revelations is in itself jrogressive. The earth 
anrl all that is therein, attained perfection by six distinct stages, 

B 
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during the six days of creation. The ang.els followed with 
adoring wonder the fresh unfoldings of Divine wisdom, good­
ness, and power, presented in the gradual formation of this 
great globe, and in its myriad mysteries of vegetable and ani­
mal life, though to human eyes nature was presented perfect 
and complete. But human eyes could see at first the surface 
of things alone; every advance in true science, enabling men 
to penetrate more deeply into the hidden wisdom of the work 
of God, has been a progresst've revelation. And we have only 
begun, even now, to understand the glory of God, manifested in 
the universe. To us, more than to our ancestors, the heavens 
declare the glory of God, and the earth showeth his handi­
work ; and to our children they will do so even more. 

The Word of God is :ilso a progressive revelation, and so 
has been the Providence recorded in that Word. 

The Bible is composed of sixty-three separate books, written 
by forty various authors, during a period of 1600 years. The 
sacred writings develop a revelation which was continually 
unfolding itself through all those years; and close with a book 
bearing the divinely given title of " The Revelation of Jesus 
Christ." 

The third revelation of God, that afforded by the person 
and work of our blessed Lord Jesus Christ, was also progres­
sive. The mere fact of his birth and existence in the midst 
of a world of sinners, was in itself an evidence of God's love to 
a guilty race. Each word He spoke, each act He performed, 
each day He lived, unfolded more and more of God. They 
who saw Him saw the Father, for He was his express image; 
and not until He, the Maker and J ndge of all, was exposed on 
the cursed tree, not till from his riven side flowed the water 
and the blood, not till He bowed· his head and gave up the 
ghost, never till then, was the heart of God fully unveiled ; 
"hereby perceive we the love of God." 

And it will be the same in the future; for since finite man 
is destined through boundless mercy to an eternal advance in 
the knowledge of the infinite God, that knowledge must needs 
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be vouchsafed in progressive revelations, adapted to man's 
ability to receive them. And herein will lie one of the joys of 
heaven, to be ever learning more of Him, who is the Truth, and 
from Him, of all things. 

No student of Scripture can fail to be struck with the pro­
gressive character of its teachings. On no one subject was full 

. information given at the beginning; all was revealed in germ 
only, and in the lapse of ages unfolded by degrees. Take, for 
instance, the doctrine of the Trinity : in the· beginning God 
taught the unity _of his nature, and the other truth that in the 
one God there are three persons, was only intimated ; suggested 
by certain forms of expression, as the use of a plural noun with 
a singular verb, which occurs several hundred times, as in 
Gen. i. 1, Ps. lviii. 11. There were besides expressions, the 
accurate harmony of which with this tn1th, we who understan<i 
it can appreciate, but which were not revelations to those who 
were ignorant of it. Such for example is the divinely pre­
scribed threefold form of benediction in Numbers; and such 
the seraphs' threefold ascription of praise in Isaiah, followed by 
the Lord Jehovah's question, "Who will go for us?" The later 
prophets assume the doctrine as true (Isa. xlviii. 16, Isa. ix. 6); 
but the New Testament alone reveals it fully. 

Or take again the law of love ; man's first duty towards his 
brother man. To the antediluvian world no law on the subject 
was given. To Noah, murder, the worst expression of hatred, 
was forbidden ; through Moses the doing of any ill to the 
neighbour was prohibited, either in his person, his property, his 
reputation or his domestic interests. By the Lord Jesus the 
feeling of any enmity was forbidden ; and not only so but posi­
tive love, even to the laying down of life itself for the brother, 
commandel1. lVhat an advance is the conception of love em .. 
bodied in I Corinthians xiii. on that derived from Sinai, or even 
from the sermon on the mount. 

Our present object is to trace this progress in connection 
with the prophecies of Scripture, and more especially with those 
of the New Testament. 
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I. 7'he prophetic teachings of Scrip!ure consist of a series of
progressive revelations. 

Its earliest predictions of any future event, have the character 
of outlines, later ones fill in the sketch, and the final ones 
present the finished picture. It is first the bud, next the half 
opened blossom, and lastly the flower in full bloom. 

There was progress in the amount of truth revealed, as well 
as in the fulness of revelation on each point. The little stream­
let of prophecy which sprang up in Eden and trickled down 
through the antediluvian ages, swelled by continual accessions, 
till it rushed a flowing Jordan through Israel's tribes, grew into 
a mighty Euphrates during the Babylonish captivity, and opened 
out into a vast delta around Patmos, whence its waters glide 
calmly into the ocean of eternity:. 

Adam heard one brief enigmatical prediction from the voice oi 
God Himself. Noah sketched, in three inspired sentences, the 
great features of human history. In the curse on Canaan was 
contained in embryo the iniquity of the seven nations and their 
conquest by Joshua; the priority of blessing granted to Shem, 
similarly contained the subsequent choice of his descendant 
Abraham to be the heir of the world and father of the faithful. 
In the promise of enlargement given to J apheth, was contained 
the spiritual enlargement which took place when the Gentiles 
were received into the new covenant, and the physical en­
largement accomplished in comparatively recent days by the 
European colonization of America, and conquest of India, both 
"tents of Shem.11 This prophecy spanned the stream of time 
with a few gigantic arches; carrying us over from the vineyard 
of Noah to the Anglo-Saxon empires of our own day. 

'Che patriarchs learned from God many additional particulars 
as to the future : to Abraham was revealed the history of the 
descendants of his two sons, Ishmael and Isaac ; the four hun­
dred years' affliction of his posterity ; the blessing of all nations 
tfoough his seed, etc. Abraham, Jacob, and Moses, all saw 
Christ's day and were glad; Isai�h and Jeremiah revealed not 
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only the proximate judgments and ddiverances of Israel, but 
also incarnation and atonement. The visions of Daniel pre 
sent not only a comprehensive but an orderly and conse• 
cutive prophetic.narrative, of leading events, from his own day 
to the end of all things, a miniature universal history. The 
fall of Belshazzar ; the rise of Cyrus, his conquests, the great• 
ness of his empire; his successors, Cambyses, Smerdis, and 
Darius ; the char�cter, power, and conduct of Xerxes; the 
marvellous exploits of Alexander the Great, his sudden death, 
and the division of his empire; the reigns of the Ptolemies 
and Seleucidre ; the character and conquests of the Roman 
empire ; the destruction of Jerusalem by Titus ; the decay and 
division of the Roman empire ; the rise of the Papacy and its 
career ; its cruel persecutions of God's saints : all this and 
much more is foretold by the man greatly beloved. 

The " burdens " of the later prophets concern Syria, Egypt, 
Edom, Tyre, Sidon, Moab, Philistia, Kedar, Elam, Babylon, Gog 
and Magog, besides Judah and Ephraim. Enoch's prophecy is 
comprised in one verse, and touches only one theme. Isaiah's 
has sixty-six chapters, and touches on an immense variety of 
topics. From our Lord and his apostles flowed additional 
revelations, which opened up subjects previously veiled in mys­
tery, and cast a flood of light on every important feature of 
�he present and of the future. Thus the volume of prophecy 
Kfew in bulk and in scope, with the ever increasing number 
of individuals and of nations, and with the consequent com­
plexity and importance of the events to be announced by 
inspiration. 

Further, the prophecies of any one event have also a distinctly 
progressive character ; they increase both in fulness and in 
clearness as the period of fulfilment approaches. A guide, 
conducting a traveller to Chamounix, before starting from 
Geneva points out the glittering white mountain on the 
horizon as the goal of the day's journey, and adds a few 
general indications of the route. When the city and its 
suburbs are left behind_ tne guide ceases perhaps to speak 

, 
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much of Mont Blanc� tells rather of the height of the Saleve 
round which the road winds ; from some eminence he points 
out the towns and villages which dot the widespread plain 
beyond, and which must presently be passed; traces the 
windings of the Arve, speaks of Bonneville and Sallenches 
as marking stages of the journey, but allows the magnifi­
cent terminus of their wanderings to occupy for the time 
a comparatively secondary place, minor but nearer objects 
taking up his attention. At a later period of the day, when 
the glorious vision of the ever nearing mountain breaks afresh 
upon the traveller at Sallenches, the guide pours forth clear 
and copious descriptions of its various parts; other things 
are forgotten now, they press on ; again the nearer hills 
shut out the mountain summit, but the guide tells how each 
turn of the last picturesque and winding valley will reveal 
some new view of it. When it reappears the traveller is 
startled by the nearer magnificence of the monarch of the 
Alps, it rivets his eye, it absorbs his attention; the guide enters 
into minute particulars, describes the different "aiguilles" 
and summits of the mountain, so that as he approaches them 
one by one, the traveller recognises them. And now Cha­
mounix and the glaciers come in sight, and the traveller finds 
as might have been expected, that what appeared, when fifty 
miles off, a simple outline of uniform white, breaks up into a 
series of jagged peaks, with awful shadows and frozen seas 
lying in deep valleys between ; that the one mountain is in re­
ality half a dozen, and that what appeared at a distance merel, 
a feature of the wide horizon, has developed into a· vast and 
intricate region, in which he may wander for weeks without 
exploring it all. Yet, as he gazes up at the great summit, he 
realizes, that it is the very same mountain he first beheld from 
Geneva. 

Thus, from the fall onwards, the triumphs of the Cross have 
been the great theme of prophecy. Even in Eden the main 
character and grand result of human history were foretold. 
Enmity was to subsist between Satan and men, with all its fruits 
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of conflict and suffering ; ultimately, the serpent's head was to 
be bruised, the author of evil destroyed, but the victory was to 
be dearly bought, for the woman's seed by whom it should be 
gained, should have his heel bruised in the battle. Here is the 
Bible in embryo, the sum of all history and prophecy in a germ. 
But what a mysterious enigma it was, what a slight shadowy 
outline, what a vague though blessed prospect ! Still it was · a 
light shining in a dark place ; its beams were feeble, but to the 
eye of faith it was the one glimmer that irradiated the intense 
gloom of the future. But what desires it must have left un­
satisfied, what questions unanswered ! How long was this sore 
conflict to last? By what means were the vanquished to be­
come the victors ? Little could Adam and Eve know on these 
points; the one bright hope, like a glittering mountain top, 
defined their horizon ; its form was rendered indistinct by the 
mists of ignorance ; but it riveted their gaze, for the rest of 
that horizon was blank, and nought but travail and sorrow and 
labour in an accursed earth, lay between them and this hope. 

To the view of Enoch, the seventh from Adam, this sin• 
gle future became dual. This first prophet, announced not 
only blessing, but judgment to come. He saw mankind divided 
into two classes, the saints and the ungodly (Jude 14) ; and 
he foretold a coming of the Lord with the former to execute 
judgment on the latter. Here was an advance: the previously 
revealed conflict reappears, and the previously revealed victory; 
but there shine out the additional truths that the conflict would 
not be between man and Satan alone, but between men and 
God, and that its termination would be effected only, by a 
coming of the Lord Himself to earth. In the sanctifying 
power of this truth Enoch walked in holy separation from the 
ungodly, and in holy fellowship with God, for three hundred 
years, and "before his translation he had this testimony that 
he pleased God." 

To the patriatchs it was revealed that in their line should 
arise the promised Seed of the woman, in whom all the 
families of the earth should be blessed. Jacob's dying 
prophecy designated the very trihc in which He should 
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appear, and threw some light on his character and work. To 
Moses it was made known that the promised Deliverer should 
be a prophet, and David foretold that He should be a king and 
the manner of his kingdom (Psalm lxxii. ). The promise of his 
coming grew continually brighter and clearer ; but as yet it ap­
peared only one, a glorious advent of a royal and triumphant 
Deliverer. What the bruising of the heel should be, was still 
hidden in obscurity: the double nature of Christ, his true 
character and work, his rejection, suffering and death, had 
not yet been predicted ; they had been shadowed forth, it is 
true, in typical actions and ordinances; but these were not 
understood even by the actors in them. 

In a wondrous historic prefiguration Abraham and Isaac, all 
unconsciously to themselves, had symbolised the great truth that 
the Father would give the Son to be the sacrifice; not know­
ing what he said, Isaac uttered the great question of all ages: 
" Behold the fire and the wood ; but where is the Lamb for the 
burnt offering?,, and Abraham gave the prophetic reply: "My 
son, God will provide Himself a Lamb." But types like this, 
and like that of Joseph's rejection by his brethren, and exalta­
tion to Egypt's throne, were not revelations to the then exist­
ing generations of men, although we in the light of the antitype 
can see them to have had a hidden meaning. Nor was the 
paschal lamb in Egypt, nor the complex system of sacrifices 
inaugurated by Moses, any revelation of the victim character of 
Christ. David in the Psalms wrote of his sufferings as well as 
his glories, but so little were these passages understood, that 
our Lord and his � postles had to expound them even in their 
day. 

But when David had fallen asleep, and Solomon's typical 
reign was over, when declension and decay set in, and Israel's 
kingdom was on the wane, when a dark night of captivity 
and dispersion was approaching, then revelations multiplied. 
The star that had so long shone in the prophetic heaven, 
and been regarded as one round orb, was seen to be a binary 
star. The objects and results of the first coming of Christ 
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were announced, in such a way as to distinguish it from his 
second coming, yet not so clearly but that difficulties sti11 
left room for misconception. Many particulars and details 
were also added; He:was to spring out of the stem of Jesse, to 
be a virgin's son, and to bear the name Emmanuel ; his name 
moreover was to be called The Mighty God, the Everlasting 
Father, the Prince of Peace ; and there was to be no end of the 
increase of his government. The characte1 of his kingdom 
was more fully described, and the fact revealed, that Gentiles as 
well as Jews, should share in its blessings. And strange new 
strains began to mingle in the music of the prophetic harp as 
Isaiah touched its strings, mournful tones which told of suffer­
ing and rejection, of oppression. and bruises and wounds, to be 
inflicted cm the coming One. He was to be a holy sinbearer, 
a silent sufferer, a slaughtered lamb ; He was to pour out his 
soul unto death; He was to have a grave ; He was to be a sub­
stitute, a sin offering, an intercessor ; and only through experi­
ences such as these to be " satisfied'' and exalted, "and divide 
the spoil with the great." And Daniel, in full harmony, an 
nounced that Messiah should be cut off but not for Himself, and 
that his coming instead of bringing rest and glory to Israel, 
would be followed by trouble, war, and desolation. By degrees 
it thus became evident, that a long stretch of previously con­
cealed valley, lay between the double summit of the mighty 
mountain, the hope of the coming and kingdom of Christ 
Micah foretold that He should come out of Bethlehem, 
Zechariah that his feet should stand on the mount of Olives ; 
but who suspected that at least 1800 years were to elapse be­
tween the two events ? The exact period when He should 
come and be cut off was foretold, though in symbolic style; and 
in the same style, a glimpse was given of the interval ta elapse, 
before He came again to be "King over all the earth,,, Vast 
progress had been made when Malachi, closing the volume of 
Old Testament prophecy, spoke of the Lord coming suddenly 
to his temple, and the Sun of righteousness rising with healing 
in his wings. How amazingly more full and correct were the 



10 PROGRESSIVE REVELATION. 
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anticipations of Simeon and Anna than those of Adam and

Eve I The earlier saints could only cast a wondering gaze. 
abroad over the earth, and up and down through unknown 
ages; the later-knew the country, the city, the Tery build­
ing in which, and the very date at which, the Consolation 
of Israel should appear; and when at last the aged saint held 
in his arms the long promised woman's Seed, he spoke of 
salvation, and of peace in believing, and of a sword that must 
pierce the '1eart of the virgin mother, proving that the mys­
tery of the bruised heel was no dark one to his heart. But 
yet the consummation was not come, the serpent's head was 
all unbruised, his power seemed mightier than ever. The goa1 
receded as it was approached ; the kingdom of Christ was 
come, but it was only iii a mystery. Once more the light of 
_;>rophecy streams forth, the interval is filled in with copious 
details by our Lord and his apostles. The King is to go into 
a far country and to return ; the mystery not made known in 
other ages is revealed by the Spirit, that the Gentiles should be 
fellow-heirs and partakers in the promises ; multitudinous fea­
tures of the future are delineated by the pen of inspiration ; but 
the one grand old hope, the coming of Jesus Christ to rule, and 
reign, and judge, and destroy the devil and his works, still rises 
paramount to all the rest. Finally, in the Apocalypse the last 
stretch of country•is laid open to view, each milestone of this 
closing stage of the journey may be as it were distinguished 
and counted, the mists have cleared away, the intervening hills 
and valleys have taken their proper places, and as each rapid 
revolution of our globe b�ings us almost consciously nearer to 
"that blessed hope," we gaze with ever growing admiration at 
its vastness, at its glories, at its unutterable height, at its awful 
shadows ; until as we see the old serpent, and death and hades, 
cast for ever into the lake of fire, and the New Jerusalem 
descend out of heaven, that the tabernacle of God may be ever­
more with men, we exclaim : "It is done ; the woman'::, seed 
hath bruised the serpent's head ! " 

Thus again, the prophecies respecting the· resurrection of 
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the dead, and the future judgment, are few and dark in the 
Old Testament. Job anticipated resurrection personally, and 
Daniel speaks of a resurrection of part of the dead. But we 
have only to contrast these and similar hints, with the clear and 
copious predictions of I Cotinthians xv. and � Thessalonians iv., 
in order to be convinced of the progressive character of revela­
tion on this subject. It is Christ who has brought life and im­
mortality to light through the gospel. 

Thus again, the past and future restorations of Israel, so often 
blended in one prophecy in the Old Testament, are broadly 
distinguished in the New, and the hidden mystery of the call­
ing of the Gentiles is interposed between them. Compare for 
instance Jeremiah xxx., xxxi., with Romans xi. : "the mystery 
of Christ . . • in other ages was not made known unto 
the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles 
and prophets by the Spirit, that the Gentiles should be fellow­
heirs, and of the same body, and partakers of his promise in 
Christ by the gospel " (Eph. iii. 3-7 ). These words are an em­
phatic assertion of the principle of progressive revelation in 
prophecy. 

II. The prophecies of the New Testament have this progressive
charader, and divide themselves into five sen·es of predictions, each 
series in the succession, being t"n advance of the preceding one. 
There are: 

1. The prophecies annunciatory of Christ, by the angels, by
Zacharias, by Mary, by Elizabeth, by Simeon, and by John the 
Baptist. 

2. The earlier prophecies of Christ Himself on earth:
3. The later prophecies of Christ : Matthew xxii.-xxv.,

Mark xiii., Luke xxi., John xiv.-xvi. 
4. The prophetic teachings of the Holy Ghost through the

apostles, contained in the Acts and in the epistles. 
5. The Apocalypse, or final revelation of Christ from heaven:

"the Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave to Him, to 
show unto his servants the things which must shortly come to 
pass.'' 
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The first series declared in general the character of Ch1;st's 
person and the grand objects and results of his mission; but 
they are silent as to all else. 

The second series, or early prophecies of Chr ist Himself, in 
Matthew vii. and xiii., Mark iv., reveal the mysteries of the

kingdom of heaven, its foundation and gradual development, its 
twofold character and its final issues. That this was an ad­
vance on all previous revelations may be gathered from the 
words of our Lord in Matthew xiii. : " Blessed are your ears� 
for they hear; for verily I say unto you that many prophets 
and righteous men have desired to hear those things which 
ye hear, and have not heard them." 

The later prophecies of oztr Lord on earth, consist almost 
entirely of new revelations. These embrace, the rejection of the 
Jews on account of their unbelief, the destruction of their city 
and temple, their dispersion among all nations, the treading 
down of Jerusalem by the Gentiles, the persecution of the 
Christian church, the world wide preaching of the gospel, and 
his own second coming, with the signs and events atend­
ing it; also his own approaching sufferings and departure to 
the Father, and his return to receive his people to Himself, 
with the coming and mission of the Holy Ghost during the 
interval of his absence. Much as all this was in advance of 
the Lord's previous prophecies, He added, after making these 
revelations: "I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye 
cannot bear them now; howbeit, when He the Spirit of truth 
is come, He will guide you into all truth ; and He will show 
you things to come.,, After all therefore that had been re­
vealed concerning the future, very much still remained to be 
made known, and was to be made known by the teaching of 
the Holy Ghost. 

Here is another distinct announcement of the principle of 
progressive revelation in prophecy. 

\Vith the expectations thus awakened we glance next at 
The prophetic teachings of the Holy Ghost througli the apostles. 

Examining the epistles in their chronological order, we find the 
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two earliest, those to the church at Thessalonica, filled with 
the subject of the Lord's second coming and revealing much 
fresh truth in connection with it. It is to be accompanied by 
the transformation of living saints, the resurrection of dead 
saints, and their joint rapture to meet the Lord in the air ; the 
manner of his return, and (negatively) the time of it, are an­
nounced. Copious and detailed descriptions of the apostasy 
to be developed in the Christian church are given, as also the 
history of the man of sin, in whose career that apostasy was 
to culminate ; his Satanic origin, his lying wonders and 
unrighteous deceptions, his consumption by the spirit of the 
Lord's mouth, and his destruction by the brightness of his 
coming, are all foretold for the first time. 

One or two years later, Paul wrote his first letter to the 
Corinthian church, in which revelations are made fuller than 
any previous ones, on the subject of resurrection; its principles, 
its manner, the nature of the bodies in which the saints will 
rise, the instantaneous transformation of the living to be 
effected at the sounding of the last trumpet, all these were 
newly revealed features. " Behold, I show you a mystery: 

we shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a 
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump." 

But, more important still, the order of this resurrection of 
the saints with respect to other events is mentioned: "Christ 
the firstfruits, afterward they that are Christ's at his coming. 
Then•cometh the end." The resurrection of saints was to be 
subsequent to Christ's resurrection, prior to the end ; but how 
long subsequent to the one, or how long prior to the other, is 
not here revealed. 

About a year after, in his epistle to the Romans, the apostle 
clears up the mystery of Israel's future, and answers the ques­
tions whether God had cast off his ancient people, whether 
they had stumbled that they should fall. He reveals that their 
judicial rejection was but for a time; that it should terminate 
when the fulness of the Gentiles was brought in; and that then 
all Israel should be saved, and the Deliverer return to Zion 
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He thus "vindicates the ways of God to man," and shows that 
his gifts and calling, are without repentance. 

Peter wrote his first epistle about ten years later; but though 
he speaks of the revelation of Jesus Christ, and the appearing 
of the Chief Shepherd, he added little to the sum of what was 
already known on these topics. But in his second epistle, 
written about the year 68, he unfolds the final doom of the 
heavens and the earth that arc now; that they are to be burned 
up, the e!1ements to melt with fervent heat and to be succeeded 
by a new heaven and a new earth wherein righteousness should 
dwell. He mentions also some particulars of the approaching 
apostasy, a subject on which Paul in his hvo letters to 
Timothy dwells more fully. Both apostles paint a d�rk pic­
ture of the " last days ; " foretell scoffers, apostates, hypocrites, 
false teachers seduced by evil spirits to teach doctrines of 
devils, a form of godliness without power ; and they speak also 
of their own near departure. 

Then finally, thirty years later than the writings of the other 
apostles, and closing the inspired volume commenced by 
Moses 1600 years before, we find the revelation made by Christ
in glory to John. It is the latest gift of a glorified Saviour lo 
his suffering church, and is entirely different in manner, scope, 
and style from all that precedes it. It is all but wholly devoted 
to prophetic truth; it contains a full and orderly prophecy of 
the events that were to transpire to the end of time ; it unveils 
new scene�, and its dark sayings are full of glorious ligltt. It 
is evident that the prophetic matter of this book, was unrevealed 
previous to the death and crucifixion of Christ ; for it is repre­
sented as contained in a seven-sealed book, written within and 
on the back side. A strong angel cries with a loud voice, 
'Who is worthy to open the book, and to loose the seven seals 

thereof?,, and none is found worthy save the "Lamb as it had
.been slain," who is in the midst of the throne. Ht comes and 
takes the book out of the right hand of Him that sits on the 
throne, and He opens its seven seals. 

The d�scriptions contained in this book of the sufferings of 
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Yious revelations, and then allowed to modify the impressions 
we have received from earlier and more elementary predictions. 

3. We must not therefore reject any particular prophetic
truth because it is found "only in Revelation," but receive the 
teachings of this final prophecy on its inspired authority alone,

when they are unconfirmed by other Scripture. 
4. The Apocalypse being written for the church militant,

for the dispensation to which we belong, and the days in which 
we live, is indispensable to the man of God who would now 
be thoroughly furnished to all good works. No portion of it 
should be considered as unimportant, or treated as superfluous. 
" Blessed is he that readeth and they that hear the words of 
this prophecy, and keep those things that are written therein, 
for the time is at hand." "If any man shall add unto these 
things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in 
this book ; ·and if any man shall take away from the words .of the 
book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the 
book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the thing's that 
are written in this book 11 ( chap. xxii. 18, 19 ). 

5. The Apocalypse, as a precious and principal light, shining
in a dark place, until the day dawn and the Day Star arise, 
should be allowed to cast its rich and final rays back over all 
the prophecies on the subjects of which it treats, in the volume 
which it closes; and its consecutive visions should be employed 
to bind together in their proper order, the separate links of such 
earlier predictions 
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CHAPTER II. 

PROGRESSIVE REVELATIONS AS TO THE RELATIVE PERIOD OP 

THE SECOND ADVENT OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST. 

I 
N the light of this principle of Progressive Revelation, let

us now consider the most interesting and momentous 
question in connection with the future, the relative period of 
the return of our blessed Lord and Master. 

Before examining the revelations of the Apocalypse on this 
subject, we will briefly glance at the general testimony of Scrip­

ture with respect to it; first that of the Old Testament, and 
then that of the New. 

It is impossible that those who " love his appearing " should 
be indifferent as to the season of their Lord's return. Even the 
prophets searched diligently what manner of time the Spirit o{

Christ which was in them did signify, when it testified before-­
hand, the· sufferings of Christ and the glories that should follow. 
With much more reason, we, who in his sufferings see our 
salvation, and in his glory our own eternal portion, we, who are 
espoused as a chaste virgin to Christ, and have his parting 
promise, "I will come again and receive you to Myself," may 
inquire diligently, and long to know, when we may hope to see 
Him as He is, and be for ever with our Lord. The more we 
long for an event itself, the more anxious we are to ascertain 
the probable period or its occurrence. It argues little love 
to the Lord if we do not ardently desire his return; and it 
argues little desire for his return, if we never search the 
Scriptures, prayerfully seeking to learn from them when we 
may expect it. It is true we are to let patience have her 
perfect work ; but our patience should be "the patience of 
hope," not the patience of careless indifference; and hope will 
always suggest the inquiry, how long ? 

C 
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"How long, 0 Lord our Saviour, wilt Thou remain away? 
Our hearts are growing weary, tliat Thou dost absent stay. 
Oh when shall come the moment, when, brighter far than morn, 
The sunshine of Thy glory, shall on Thy people dawn?" 

It is true that ever since apostolic days it has been the 
bounden duty of the church to be ever watchful, ever waiting, 
for the return of God's Son from heaven. The teaching of 
Christ Himself and of his apostles, led the early generations of 
Christians in a very real sense, to expect the speedy return of 
their Lord. They took his promise "Lo, I come quicily," to 
mean quickly according to human calculations; we have learned 
by experience that it meant " quickly," counting a thousand 
years as one day ; and unless we have something more explicit 
than this by which to shape our expectations, we, Christians of 
the nineteenth century, would have little indeed to sustain our 
hope. A promise which has already extended over 1800 years 
might well ·extend over 1800 more, and the epiphany for which 
we wait be still ages distant. 

But Scripture contains more than general promises on this 
subject; it contains many specific, orderly, and even chrono­
logical prophecies. We have full and explicit inspired predictions 
by which to shape our expectations, and these numerous and 
detailed prophetic statements, do not leave us like shipwrecked 
sailors on a dark night, on a wild and stormy sea, deprived of 

· chart and compass and ignorant of their bearings. If we will
use them aright, they place us rather in the position of a weary
crew, at the end of a long and dangerous voyage, exploring by
the morning twilight, the chart on which their track has been
marked down, noting the thousands of miles they have sailed,
recognising each high land and island they have passed on their
course, and all the lights and beacons long since left behind,
cheering each other as they observe that the faithful chart,
whose accuracy their long experience has demonstrated, shows
but two or three waymarks ahead,-waymarks absolutely coming
into sight,-and rejoicing in hope of a speedy entrance into
a peaceful port.
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But here we are met with an objection. Those who search 
and study the prophetic word are often rebuked by the quota­
tion, "of that day and that hour knoweth no man.• Now 
though some students of prophecy have degenerated into pro­
phets, and have required to be reminded of these words, yet it 
is a mistake to suppose that they forbid investigation, or render 
hopeless beforehand, any well grounded and intelligent conclu­
sions, as to the period of our Lord's return. The day and the 
hour of this great event have not assuredly been revealed, but 
its place on the general chart of human history, has as certainly 
not been concealed. 

The analogy of the Old Testament would lead us to expect 
that dates would be given by which some approximation to 
a knowledge of the period of Christ's second coming, might, 
towards the close of the dispensation, be made. For however 
dark earlier generations of Israel may have been, as to the timo 
of his first coming, those who lived during the fiv� centuries 
immediately preceding it, had the light of distinct chronologi­
cal prophecy, to sustain th�ir hopes, and guide their expecta­
tions. Though Daniel's prediction of the "seventy w�eks " was 
expressed in symbolic language, and perhaps not understood 
by the generation to whom it was first given, yet as a matter of 
history, we know that it was correctly interpreted by later gene­
rations, that it formed a national opinion as to the probable 
period of the appearance of Messiah the Prince, and that it 
taught the faithful, like Simeon and Anna, to be waiting for f he­
consolation of Israel. Is it not likely that the later generations 
of the Christian church, which is indwelt by the Spirjt of truth, 
of whom Christ expressly said" He shall show you things to 
come" should have as clear or clearer light, as to the period of 
the second advent ?-light, not as to its day or hour, no/ as ta

its montlt. or year, but as to its period,· and especially as to its 
chronological relation, to other future events. From the fact 
that the Lord Jesus, as the New Testament abundantly proves, 
wished his disciples in all ages to be kept constant in love, 
and vigilant in holiness, by means of the c11ntinttal expectation 
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predicted in the Old Testament as a second; that would have 
involved a premature revelation of Messiah's rejection by Israel, 
of his death and re-ascension into heaven, and of the present 
dispensation of grace to the Gentiles. Prophecies so clear as 
either to procure or prevent their own fulfilment, were never de­
livered by Divine inspiration. The two comings of Christ, at 
that time both future, and having one and the same object-to 
redeem and restore humanity and to destroy the works of the 
devil-are seen as one, in early prophetic vision. 

A coming of Christ is, however, extensively and clearly pre­
dicted in the Old Testament, of a character essentially different 
from his past coming, and which is to be accompanied by 
events of transcendent importance, none of which took place 
in connection with his first advent. It is therefore a future 
CQming, and in relation to the first it is a second. He did come 
in humiliation as a gracious Saviour; He will come in glory as 
a righteous Judge and King. In other words, without the ex­
pression being used, the second coming of Christ is foretold 
and described in places too numerous to mention, in the law, 
in the prophets, and in the psalms. 

The Old Testament also largely prophesies, another great 
future event ; it plainly teaches that before this world's history 
is wound up, before time gives place to eternity, an age is to 
occur, which is to be earth's sabbath, man's jubilee, Christ's 
reign : the antitype of all sabbaths from Eden onward, the 
antitype of Israel's jubilees, the antitype of Solomon's glorious 
reign of prosperity and peace. Certain Scripture statements 
and analogies, (apart from the Apocalypse,) lead us to suppose 
that the duration of this period will be 1,000 years, whence it is 
commonly called THE MILLENNIUM.

By the mouth of all his holy prophets since the world began 
God has announced these "times of refreshing." The Lord Jesus 
when on earth alluded to this period, and presented it as an ob­
ject of hope to his people. " Ye who have followed Me," He 
said on one occasion in reply to a question from Peter, "in the 
regeneration, when the Son of man shall sit on the throne of 
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THE INTERPRETATION. 

1. These great beasts which are four, are four kingdoms.
,. The fourth beast shall be the fourth kingdom upon earth.
3. The ten horns are ten kings ( or kingdoms) that shall

mse. 
4- Another shall arise after them, diverse from the first

(ten). 
5. And he shall speak great words against the Most High,

6. He shall wear out the saints of the Most High;
7. They shall be given into his hand, until a time, and times,

and the dividing of time. 
8. BuT THE JUDGMENT SHALL SIT, and they shall take away

his dominion. 
9. The kingdom shall be given to the people of the saints

of the Most High ; 
10. Whose kingdom is an everlasting kingdom.

Nebuchadnezzar beheld the former vision, and Daniel 
interpreted; now the prophet beholds, and an angel inter­
prets. 

The subject is in both visions in the main the same; but the 
second has many additional features. The four great empires 
of earth, appear under strang�ly contrasted symbols, to the king 
and to the prophet. 

In the former case a worldly idolater looked up, and beheld 
a great fourfold image of earthly dominion ; it was terrible, 
yet attractive to him in its brilliancy. In the latter case a man 
of God looked down, and beheld four great beasts, terrible only 
in their fierce brutality. 

Power is a dazzling object of ambition ; dominion has a 
fascinating attraction for men ; but the humblest saint of God 
can afford to look down on earthly glory, as from a lofty 
elevation, in the calm consciousness of undeniable and immea. 
surable superiority. Four great beasts : that was all the eartlil 
produced to the eye of the holy Daniel I 






































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































