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PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION-OF
A DISSERTATION, &ec.

THE following are the circumstances which gave rise to the volume
now submitted to the public. I was for some years engaged in a
controversy with Mr. Faber, carried on through the medium of a
respectable periodical work, upon the subject of the commencement
and end of the twelve hundred and sixty years, and some other points
connected with the study of prophecy. Since the close of the above
controversy, I have frequently been advised to re-publish my papers in
a separate volume. But to this it seemed to me that there were strong
objections, as it would be impossible for any reader to understand what
I had written, without seeing likewise the papers of my respectable
opponent. Being sensible, however, of the great practical importance
of the inquiry into the true era of the above prophetical period, I was
desirous of laying before the public the substance of what I had
written on the subject. But I felt the strength of the following
remarks, which I met with some years ago, in a Review of Archdeacon
Woodhouse’s Translation of the Apocalypse: “It is comparatively
easy to give to interpretations of detached parts of the Apocalypse, an
appearance of truth, which would totally vanish, were they considered
in connexion with the general frame of the hook. We will not say
that the only fair method, but we must say that by much the fairest
method, of interpreting the prophecies of the Revelation, is to
compose a continued comment upon the book. The reader then feels
that he is in some degree put in a condition to judge for himself; the
consequence, at any rate, is either a readier detection of error, or a
more perfect conviction, if the interpretation be satisfactory.” *

Influenced by a sense of the justice of the above observations, and
having for twelve years turned my attention to the study of prophecy,

® Christian Obeer'ver, vol. v.-p. 557, for 1806.
a2



iv PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION

I therefore determined to aim at giving a connected view of the whole
prophecies of the seals and trumpets of the Apocalypse, so far as they
appear to have been accomplished ; and to imbody in it the substance
of my argument respecting the twelve hundred and sixty years; but
in such a way as to divest that argument of the shape and appearance
of controversy. In what manner the above design has been executed,
the public will decide. I could have wished that more time had been
devoted to the execution of my purpose; but being much engaged in
secular affairs of various kinds, I had not a choice in this respect.
What is now submitted to the public, with the exception of the
Preface, some of the Notes, and the last chapter, was written in the
intervals of business, between the middle of June and of January last;
and I cannot but feel that some parts of the work have been finished
in rather a hasty manner. But I thought it better to let it go forth as
it is, than to delay the publication of it for another year. Should this
volume reach a second edition, I shall be glad to avail myself of any
critical remarks which may be made upon it to render it less imperfect.

In this work, I take for granted, that the four beasts seen by Daniel
in the seventh chapter of his prophecies, signify the Babylonian,
Medo-Persian, Grecian, and Roman monarchies ; and that the little
horn of the fourth beast is a symbol of the Papal power; and like-
wise that the Babylon of the Apocalypse is the Church of Rome.
These may be considered as first principles in the study of prophecy,
of which no well-instructed Protestant ought to be ignorant; and it is
not reasonable to expect that every one who takes up his pen on the
subject of prophecy, should return back to prove anew those first
principles which few persons call in question, and which have already
been established in the writings of the ablest commentators.*®

In these pages the reader will find frequent mention of the second

* T have deemed it proper, in this edition of my work, to leave out all that part
of the Preface of the first edition containing strictures on the opinion of the author
of A Christian’s Survey of all the primary Events and Periods of the World. The
position of that writer, with respect to the little horn of Daniel’s fourth beast, has
been overthrown by the events of the last four years; and with regard to his
opinion concerning the 1260 prophetical days, the reader will find some remarks in
the Preface to this edition. Under these circumstances, it appears to me quite
unnecessary to re-publish my former strictures, a great part of which are no longer
applicable to the existing state of things.—Second Edition.
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personal advent of our Lord. I am aware that it is the common
doctrine of the present day, both among private Christians and the
teachers of religion, to interpret, in a figurative sense, many of those
passages which I suppose to refer to that great event. But I have the
support of the greatest writers on ‘prophecy in understanding them
literally ; and the opinion which I now hold on this point, is not only
the result of a long and most attentive consideration of the prophetical
Scriptures, but was slowly and reluctantly formed, in opposition to
early prejudices. In the continued prevalence of the opposite senti-
ment, which places the second advent of our Saviour at the close of
the Millennium, and thus supposes it to be yet many ages distant from
our times, we may discern the symptoms of that spirit of unbelief
which our Lord assures us shall mark the period when he appears
again. ¢ Nevertheless, when the Son of Man cometh, shall he find
faitlr on the earth? " ®* by which is meant, not faith in the doctrines of
his Gospel in general, but in the particular promises which relate to
the second advent.

On this point I shall introduce the following quotation from King's
Remarks on the Signs of the Times.+ .

“On the one hand, the Jews would not apprehend, nor believe, the
words of holy prophecy written concerning our Lord's first coming,
n his state of deep humiliation and suffering, being dazzled with bright
apprehensions of what was written concerning his second coming, his
coming in glory ; and on the other hand the Christian world are now
in the contrary extreme, too backward to believe and apprehend what
is really written in the same words of holy prophecy concerning Ais
second coming upon earth in glory, being blinded by their constaut
habit of contending against the Jews chiefly for the former, and by
the presumptuous mystical application which has taken place, by
means of applying those holy words that relate to the latter merely to
the fancied prosperity of the Christian Church on earth ; though such
fancied prosperity is a misapplication of the words, in direct contra~
diction to all the warnings of our Lord himself and of his holy
Apostles.”

I shall now state some of the principles upon which I proceed in
interpreting the Apocalypse.

® Luke xviii. 8. t Pp. 26,27.
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1st. Iassign to the same symbols the same meaning ; or where there
is any variation of signification I endeavour to fix the meaning on the
principles of analogy.

2d. I apply no prophecy of the Apocalypse to more than one series
of events: i.e. I deny that the principles of a first and secondary
sense, however it may be admitted in interpreting the unchronological
prophecies of Isaiah, Jeremiah, &ec., can be allowed in explaining the
Apocalypse.*

8d. T apply symbols of the same nature, or homogeneous, to similar
objects.

4th. I do not attempt to explain every minute part of a symbol, but
content myself with endeavouring to seize its great outlines. This
rule is well-known, and carefully observed by all judicious expositors
of the scriptural parables. Now I consider the symbols of the
Apocalypse in the light of prophetical parables.

5th. In ascertaining the places of the different visions, and their
chronological coincidence, I pay strict attention to the internal marks
mentioned by Mr. Frazer, in his excellent rule for that purpose, which
is as follows :—

 The internal marks inserted in the prophecies of the Revelation
may be fitly compared to the corresponding loops in the curtains
of the tabernacle: by observing them, the Levites discovered the
place of each separate curtain, and joined them together, so as to
form one tent. So by these marks, the attentive reader is able to
discover the place of each separate vision—whether it carries on the
collateral prophecy, or gives a collateral representation of times
already mentioned; and to connect them so as to form one connected
prophecy.

« Now I find, that after the seventh trumpet sounds (Rev. xi. 15),
and a brief summary is given of the events contained in it in the
three following verses, it is said (ver. 19), I saw the tabernacle of
the temple of God in heaven opened. This expression I consider
as a mark inserted like the loop in the edge of the curtain, where
the series of the narration is broken off.

« Accordingly the same words are repeated (Rev. xv. 5), like

¢ The first and second of these principles are nearly the same with two of Mr.
Faber’s rules.
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the corresponding loop in the edge of the other curtain; then it
is said, And the seven angels came out of the temple having the
seven plagues, which shows that the first of these vials follows after
the sounding of the seventh trumpet.”

To conclude, whether any advances are made, in the following
pages, towards a more perfect explanation of this mysterious book,
it is not for me to judge. But as I cannot hope to have avoided
mistakes, I would desire to imbibe the spirit of the following
passage from Archdeacon Woodhouse’s Introduction to his work on
the Apocalypse :—¢ Truth, in this important research is, I hope, as
it ought to be, my principal concern; and I shall rejoice to see
these sacred prophecies truly interpreted, though the correction of my
mistakes should lay the foundation of so desirable a superstructure.”

March, 1818,






PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION OF
A DISSERTATION, &c.

Tue work now offered to the public in a second edition, was
composed in the year 1812, while the French power was yet
unbroken, and during the campaign of Bonaparte in Russia. The
author having long entertained a persuasion, that the events of
our own times are rapidly unfolding the intricacies of the prophetic
roll of the Scriptures, has, for many years, been in the habit of
associating an attentive view of all the passing scenes, which in this
age have astonished and confounded the anticipations and calcu-
lations of human wisdom, with the study of the Divine Word of
inspiration.

If, however, it be difficult, as in many cases it confessedly is,
to interpret predictions, which are already completely fulfilled, it
certainly is a more arduous task to apply prophecy to events which
are only in part developed. Some, indeed, are so convinced of
the impossibility of success in such an undertaking, as to reject,
as rash and illegitimate, all attempts to read in the sacred volume
the occurrences of our own times. But it may be shown, from
the Scriptures, that this opinion is wrong.—Our Lord reproved
the Jews for not discerning the signs of their own times. Now
what were these signs, but the strict correspondence of the events
which they beheld, with the prophetic annunciations of a former
age? Again, our Saviour, after predicting in highly figurative
language the political convulsions which in the last ages were to
be the forerunners of the second advent, says to his Church, * When
ye see these things begin to come to pass, then lift up your heads,
for your redemption draweth nigh.”* But how, in this case also,
are believers to discern the accomplishment of the predicted signs,
unless by comparing the words of Christ with current events?

* Luke xxi. 28.
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Indeed, the sentiment I am now refuting, though it comes to us
under the specious guise of humility and self-diffidence, is in reality
founded on indolence and sloth, and partakes largely of that spirit
of unbelief, which bas usually pervaded the minds of the great body
of mankind, under the most unequivocal indications of the wrath of
the Almighty, and when his judgments have been most conspicuously
poured forth on a profane and thoughtless world.

What has been said, may be sufficient to vindicate the legitimacy
of the inquiries pursued in this volume. But when the observations
already made, with respect to the great difficulty of this department
of sacred researches are considered, it will not be matter of surprise,
that I should, in my first edition, have fallen into very important
mistakes. These errors are acknowledged in their proper places,
and it is, therefore, unnecessary for me to mention them more
particularly here. I shall, however, observe, that though the late
mighty political changes in Europe have entirely contradicted some
of my former anticipations, they seem to be in no degree inconsistent
with my general theory. On the contrary, the present pacification
of the nations which occupy the territories of the Western Empire,
the great theatre of the Apocalyptic prophecies, appears to fill up
an important chasm in the exposition I had previously offered of
the vision at the beginning of the seventh chapter, which I consider
to be the great key to the present state of the world. In other
respects also, my views of the characters of the present period, of
its place in the chronology of prophecy, and of the nature of the
events that are approaching, not only remain unchanged, but are
more and more confirmed by the events of the last four years.

The interval which has elapsed since the first publication of the
work, has afforded me an opportunity of carefully reviewing its
principles. But whatever errors I have been led into with respect
to the meaning of particular passages, I have not as yet seen reason
to abandon any one of my canons of interpretation ; and after having
considered all the objections that I have met with to my general
arrangement of the seals and trumpets, I remain satisfied of its truth.
Yet I know too well how painful and difficult was my own perception
of the system I have attempted to develop in these pages, which has
been slowly and gradually matured during a period of sixteen years,
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to expect that even if true, it will make a very rapid progress in
public opinion. I am content to leave its fate to time. So far as
my theories are just they will ultimately prevail. If they be false,
they will deservedly sink into oblivion among the ephemeral novelties
of the day. Feeling as I do very little anxiety on this point, I have
not thought myself called upon to answer the strictures made upon
my interpretations by more recent writers, where I am unconvinced
of their solidity. To undertake such a task would swell the present
volume to an undue size, and for the same reason (as well as from
a sense of the dangers and unprofitableness of controversy) I have
abstained from any discussion of the merits of those theories of
prophecy which have lately appeared. The opinion of the more
judicious and enlightened of the students of this branch of sacred
literature, will decide between these systems and the one contained in
this volume.

I am bound here, however, to observe, that the judgment already
pronounced on my work by two very able reviewers, has very far
exceeded the expectations I had formed when I first gave it to the
public; and as neither of them are known to me, I take this oppor-
tunity of expressing my thanks to them for the indulgent mauner in
which they treated it.

In the Preface to my first edition were contained strictures upon
certain opinions advanced in an anonymous work on prophecy, which
has since been avowed by Mr. Granville Penn. That gentleman,
in the Preface to his Dissertation on Ezekiel's Prophecy of Gog, has
done me the honour to notice my observations. I deem it therefore
to be incumbent upon me, to make a few short remarks on what he
has said, for as I was myself the assailant in this instance, were I to
make no reply, it might be construed into want of respect for Mr.
Penn. Of the two primary points at issue, between the great body
of Protestant commentators and the author of the Christian’s Survey,
which formed the principal subject of my strictures, the first relates
to the meaning of the symbolical little horn of Daniel’s fourth beast,
which by the almost unvarying consent of these commentators has
been applied to the Papal power, but is by Mr. Penn supposed to
describe the late empire of France.

As events have occurred which prove Mr. Penn’s exposition of
that symbol to have been fallacious, it seems quite unnecessary to
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prolong the controversy respecting it. The French power has
perished, but the body of the Roman Empire survives. Nay, the
Papal monarchy, the final and absolute extinction of which was
pronounced by Mr. Penn to have taken place in 1810,* exists still
in 1817. That these events have also disappointed my conjectures, I
have already freely acknowledged. But while they are fatal to Mr.
Penn’s system, they leave the body of mine entire, and overthrow
only some conclusions which were not essential to it.

I shall here, however, as Mr. Penn thinks it incumbent upon me to
do it, give a concise view of the reasons on which is founded the
application of the above symbol to the Papal power.

1st. The little horn was seen to arise after the other horns.+ Now
the rise of the ten Gothic horns took place before the end of the
fifth century. But that of the Papal power cannot be dated earlier
than the beginning of the sixth century, conmsequently it rose after
the horns, and in this respect the type answers the supposed antitype.

2d. The horn was little, and always remained so. Mr. Penn avers
that this is to be interpreted in respect of the shortness of its
duration. But in the very next vision, viz., that of the ram and
he-goat (Dan. viii.), the first horn of the he-goat, symbolizing the
individual power of Alexander the Great, is represented as being
notable MMM or great, though he reigned only twelve years, We
may hence infer, that the size of a horn denotes not, as Mr. Penn
supposes, the period of its duration, but its intrinsical physical power.
The smallness of the anomalous horn of the fourth beast indicates,
therefore, not its more recent origin, but that its physical power when
compared with that of the otbers is small. This corresponds with
what history testifies of the Papal dominion. The influence of that
power has never arisen from its physical force, but from its policy and
cunning, pointed out by the eyes of the horn ;1 and from its spiritual
pretensions, symbolized by its mouth speaking great things, whereby
it obtained a paramount control over the minds of men, which even
in the present period they have been unable entirely to shake off.§

¢ Christian’s Survey, p. 90. 4 Dan. vii. 24, % Dan. vii. 8.

§ The late Papal bull against Bible Societies, which I here insert, is in some
measure illustrative of the meaning of the expression, that “this horn hath a
mouth speaking great things.” The following is a copy of this bull.

Translation of the Bull against Bible Societies, issued from Rome, June 29th,
1816, by Pope Pius VL. to the ‘Archbishop of Gnézn, Primate of Poland.
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8d. The power of the born is commensurate in time, with that of
the beast, in Rev. xiii.,, which is admitted by Mr. Penn himself to
denote the Roman Empire in its divided state. The duration of the

“ POPE PIUS VIL
“ VENERABLE BROTHER,

« Health and Apostolic benediction.

“ In our last letter to you we promised, very soon, to return an answer to yours,
in which you have appealed to this Holy See, in the name also of the other
Bishops of Poland, respecting what are called Bible Societies, and have earnestly
inquired of us what you ought to do in this affairr We long since, indeed,
wished to comply with your request; but an incredible variety of accumulating
concerns have so pressed upon us on every side, that till this day we could not yield
to your solicitation,

“We have been truly shocked at this most crafty device, by which the very
foundations of religion are undermined: and having, because of the great im-
portance of the subject, convened for consultation our venerable brethren, the
cardinals of the holy Roman Church, we have, with the utmost care and attention,
deliberated upon the measures proper to be adopted by our Pontifical authority,
in order to remedy and abolish this pestilence as far as possible. In the mean
time, we heartily congratulate you, venerable brother ; and we commend you again
and again in the Lord, as it is fit we should, upon the singular zeal you have
displayed under circumstances so hazardous to Christianity, in having denounced
to the Apostolic See, this defilement of the faith, most imminently dangerous to
souls. And although we perceive that it is not at all necessary to excite him to
activity who is making haste, since of your own accord you have already shown
an ardent desire to detect and oppose the impious machinations of these innova-
tors ; yet in conformity with our office, we again and again exhort you, that
whatever you can achieve by power, provide for by council, or effect by authority,
you will daily execute with the utmost earnestness, placing yourself as a wall for
the house of Israel. ‘

“For this end we issue the present letter, viz.,, that we may convey to you a
signal testimony of our approbation of your laudable exertions, and also may
endeavour therein still more and more to excite your pastoral solicitude and
vigilance.—For the general good imperiously requires us to combine all our means
and energies to frustrate the plans which are prepared by its enemies for the
destruction of our most holy religion ; whence it becomes an episcopal duty that
you first of all expose the wickedness of this nefarious scheme, as you already are
doing so admirably, to the view of the faithful, and openly publish the same,
according to the rules prescribed by the Church, with all that erudition and wisdom
in which you excel; namely, ‘that Bibles printed y keretics are numbered among
prohibited books, by rules of the Index (No. IL and ITL); for it is evident from
experience, that the Holy Scriptures, when circulated in the vulgar tongue, have,
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power of the horn is limited, in Dan. vii. 25, to three times and a
half: that of the beast in Rev. xiii. 7, to forty-two months, which is
precisely three times (years) and a half. From this circumstance,
added to other characteristical resemblances, it is manifest, and has
appeared so to the most eminent Protestant commentators, that this
little horn is a symbol of the same power as is represented in Rev. xiii.

through the temerity of men, produced more harm than benefit:’ (Rule IV.)
And this is the more to be dreaded in times so depraved, when our holy religion
is aseailed from every quarter with great cunning and effort, and the most grievous
wounds are inflicted on the Church. 1Itis, therefore, necessary to adhere to the
salutary decree of the Congregation of the Index (June 13th, 1757), that no
versions of the Bible in the vulgar tongue be permitted, except suchk as are approved
by the Apostolic See, or published with annotations extracted from the writings of
the holy Fathers of the Church.

“ We confidently hope that, even in these turbulent circumstances, the conduct
of the Poles will afford the clearest evidences in support of the religion of their
ancestors ; and this especially by your care, as well as that of the other prelates
of this kingdom, whom, on accoxnt of the stand they are so0 wonderfully making for
the faith committed to them, we congratulate in the Lord, trusting that they all will
very abundsatly justify the opinion which we have entertained of them.

Tt is moreover necessary that you should transmit to us, as soon as possible,
the Bible which Jacob Wuiek published in the Polish language with a commentary,
a8 well as & copy of the edition of it lately put forth without those annotations,
taken from the writings of the holy Fathers of our Church, or other learned
Catholics, with your opinion upon it; that thus, from collating them together, it
may be ascertained, after mature investigation, what errors may lie insidiously
concealed therein, and that we may pronounce our judgment on this affair, for the
preservation of the true faith.

“ Proceed, therefore, venerable brother, to pursue the truly pious course upon
which you have entered ; viz., diligently to fight the battles of the Lord in sound
doctrine, and warn the people intrusted to your care, that they fall not into the
snares which are prepared for them, to their everlasting ruin. The Church waits
for this from you, as well as the other bishops, whom our epistle equally concerns ;
and we most anxiously expe::t it, that the deep sorrow we feel on account of this
new species of tares which an enemy is sowing so abundantly, may, by this
cheering hope, be somewhat alleviated ; and, together with the Apostolic bene-
diction which we bestow on you and your fellow-bishops, we heartily invoke
on yourself and them a continual increase of spiritual gifts, for the good of the
Lord’s flock.

“ Given at Rome, at St. Mary-the-Greater, June 29, 1816, the
17th year of our Pontificate.
. “« POPE PIUS VIL”
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by the beast with two horns, which Mr. Penn acknowledges to be the
Papacy.

4th. The episcopal character of the power, designated by the
horn, is marked by the singular circumstance of this horn Aaving
eyes like the eyes of a man. There is in this a manifest allusion to
the Greek word for a bishop, emoromos, which literally signifies an
overseer.

The argument of Mr. Penn against this application of the symbol,
founded on what is termed the prescriptive belief of the primitive
Church, seems entitled to no weight. For we are assured in the
Scriptures, that even the prophets understood not their own pre-
dictions., This prescriptive belief, therefore, when strictly analyzed,
appears to consist of nothing more than the unauthorized conjectures
of the uninspired writers called the Fathers, concerning the accom-
plishment of Daniel's prophecy, before events had thrown light upon
its fulfilment.

The second leading point, wherein Mr. Penn has seen it proper to
deviate from the general system of Protestant exposition, consists in
his having denied that the existence of the prophetical period of 1260
years can with certainty be inferred from the writings of Daniel and
St. John. In his reply to my strictures, he lays much stress upon the
period not being expressly mentioned in the Scriptures. Now I would
ask Mr. Penn, whether the Roman Empire which he discovers in the
beast of the Apocalypse, or the Papal power which he discerns in the
two horned beast, be any where mentioned in the Scriptures by their
proper names? If it be possible, then, as Mr. Penn himself allows,
to form undoubted deductions from the Seriptures with respect to the
prophetical designation of a secular and spiritual empire, though that
empire be not mentioned by name, may not the characters likewise of
a chronological period be so clearly marked, and the interpretation of
those characters so determinately prescribed, by the analogy of some
other similar number, with respect to which there is a common agree-
ment among Jewish, Popish, and Protestant expositors, as to render it
not a matter of rational doubt, what specific period is designed by the
number which is the subject of investigation ; even though that period
e nowhere expressed without the same enigmatical disguise which is
common to the whole system of prophetical truth, and one of the
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ends of which is expressly declared to be, that though the wise shall
understand, yet none of the wicked shall comprehend the important
but mysterious revelation of the Divine purposes? Now, it was
shown in my former Preface, that by such principles the existence of
the prophetical period of 1260 years is certainly discoverable from
the Scriptures. In his reply to my strictures, however, the author of
the Christian’s Survey wholly passes over that part of my argument,
which is derived from the analogy of the seventy weeks of Daniel
with the period in question, in which much of the strength of my
reasoning consists.

But Mr. Penn reasons, that because a controversy of some years
existed between Mr. Faber and myself, on the subject of the com-
mencement and close of that prophetical period, therefore the period
itself is unintelligible in point of fact, and uncertain, hypothetical, and
equivocal. This argument would indeed confine the range of intel-
ligible scriptural truth within very narrow limits; for what parts of
- the evangelical system have not in a similar manner been the subjects
of controversy? And to quote an example nearer in point, does it
follow (I repeat the question), because Daniel’s prophecy of seventy
weeks is still the subject of controversy, as to its commencement and
end, that therefore the period itself is uncertain, equivocal, and
unintelligible ?

I might proceed to offer some remarks on Mr. Penn’s notion
respecting the thousand years mentioned in Rev. xx., and his mode of
explaining the prophecies regarding the conversion and restoration of
the Jews; but I should thereby be led into too wide a field of
discussion. I shall, however, very briefly place before the reader,
some of the consequences which flow from Mr. Penn'’s scheme of the
Millennium. According to his theory, when Innocent III. preached
a crusade for the extirpation of the Albigenses and Waldenses; when
the Inquisition kindled throughout Catholic Europe the flames of
persecution ; when the fires were lighted in Smithfield; when the
festival of St. Bartholomew in France was dyed with streams of
Protestant blood: at all these periods Satan was chained in the bottom-
less pit ; and all these events are included in the Millennium, which he
would substitute for the opinion which, with whatsoever variation of
subordinate circumstances, is generally received in the Protestant
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Church, an opinion which the author of the Christian’s Survey classes
with ¢ the decoys of system and the fascinations of fancy !”

Mr. Penn further treats the sentiment, that the Roman Empire is to
be broken in Palestine, as a fond vision, and the generally received
exposition of the prophecies respecting the restoration of Israel, as a
Judaizing fiction. But let him not forget, that both these opinions
were entertained by one of the profoundest scriptural critics, and
most sagacious interpreters of prophecy, that the last or any other age
ever produced; I mean the late Bishop Horsley. If Mr. Penn,
instead of calling these opinions hard names, had offered scriptural
arguments against them, he would have found some at least among
their numerous advocates, prepared to meet him, and to discuss with a
calm and Christian spirit, the foundation of their own speculations on
these high subjects. But we must protest against either Jerome or
Augustine, or any of the Fathers, being cited as authorities in inter-
preting prophecies, which were unfulfilled in their time. With these
remarks I shall take my leave of Mr. Penn, assuring him how much
pleasure it affords me in any instance to agree with him, which I
cordially do, in his practical remarks upon an event which I, no less
than he, believe to be near at hand, the second advent of our Lord.
Would that Christians could always agree in all things! But since
this cannot be in the present imperfect state of our knowledge, and
diseased condition of our moral powers, let us at least endeavour to
infuse into our warfare as large a share as may be of a courteous
spirit of Christian chivalry, by imbibing more and more of the meek-
ness and gentleness of Christ.

It only remains for me to add, that in this edition of my work will
be found an engraving, which may, I hope, assist the reader to
understand my scheme of interpretation.

April 28, 1817.






PREFACE TO THE THIRD EDITION OF
A DISSERTATION, &e.

IN sending out a Third Edition of this Work, I would begin by
giving glory to God for the many testimonies I have had of his having
vouchsafed to bless the former editions, and especially the second, to
the spiritual good of his Church. Since that edition went forth, I
have had full time to reconsider the leading principles of the Work,
and having been called upon to defend them against various opponents,
I have found myself more and more established in the belief of their
truth. I shall now, therefore, place before the reader, as a suitable
introduction to the present edition, some general arguments in confir-
mation of my system of interpretation.

We learn, from the title of the book, that the purpose for which it
was given was, to shew the servants of God the things which must
shortly come to pass ; it is therefore to be anticipated, that we shall
find in it a comprehensive summary of the great events and revolutions
connected with the fortunes of the Church of God, from the ascension
of our Lord, till his advent in glory, analogous to that which was
given to the Jewish Church, in the concluding prophecy of Daniel.

This summary may be expected to contain some account of the
internal condition of the Church, and its changes of character, during
the intervening ages; and of its political history, or its history in
connexion with the kingdoms of this world, exhibiting it in its early
struggles against Paganism enthroned in the high places of the Roman
earth—in its victory over this enemy—in its subsequent alliance with
the kingdoms of this world; its deep degeneracy and abject prostration
under these powers, and yet its domination over them;® its partial
revival at the era of the Reformation ; and its final redemption.

In this prophetic compendium of events, we shall also be prepared
to find some mention of the rise of the Mahomedan imposture, and

 ® Rev.xvii. 8. The Hamror rides on the Brasr.
b2
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the power of the Saracens, and of the overthrow of the Eastern
empire by the Ottomans, as well as the destruction of that power,
preparatory to the restoration of the scattered tribes of Israel.

For the same reason, that it is impossible to conceive that any of the
above events should be left out in any human or uninspired outline of
the history of the last eighteen centuries, it is difficult to imagine, or
believe, that they should be omitted in an inspired and prophetic
summary of that history. It seems, therefore, an insuperable objection
to any scheme of interpretation, if it be found to omit all mention of
any one, or more, of these great leading and distinguishing events in
the history of the Church, or any of the great revolutions of the
fourth monarchy of Daniel, in connexion with the Church.

There have been, properly speaking, only three such revolutions in
the Roman empire of the West, from the ascension of our Lord to the
present period. The first was that in the age of Constantine, whereby
the religion of the State was changed from Paganism to Christianity.
The second was at the period of the Reformation, and it shook
Europe to its foundations. The third is the Revolution which began
in France in the year 1789, and having, by its first vibrations, over-
thrown the monarchy of the Bourbons in the year 1792, has, from that
period to the present, continued to agitate Furope. Now, I do notsay
that he who sits down to explain the Apocalypse, is to be beforehand
determined to find these three Revolutions in that prophecy; but I
do affirm, that if a commentator have discovered the true arrangement
of the book, each of these three main Revolutions will naturally, and
without violence, come in, and fit itself, as it were, to its proper place.
The same observation will hold good with respect to the various other
events already mentioned.

Keeping these remarks in view, I go on to observe, that it appears
to me evident that the great test of a right system of Apocalyptic
arrangement is the interpretation of the war of the beast with the
witnesses, their death, resurrection, and ascension. There is a double
note of the chronology of these events; 1st. It is said that at the same
hour, or Apocalyptic season, there was a great earthquake, and the
tenth part of the city fell.® 2dly. It isimmediately afterwards added,
that the second woe is past, and the third woe cometh quickly.

* Chap. xi. 13.
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It follows, therefore, that the events in the Church which fulfil the
prophecy of the death and resurrection of the witnesses, must cor-
respond with this double note of time; i.e. they must be cotempora-
neous with a great Revolution, in which one conspicuous European
kingdom falls from the Papal dominion; and this, again, must be
followed by the passing away of the second woe. Moreover, the earth-
quake in which the tenth part of the city falls, cannot be the first
of the three Revolutions above-mentioned, viz., that in the reign of
Constantine, since that Revolution manifestly precedes the sackcloth
prophesying of the witnesses, and the commencement of the 1260
days. Neither can this earthquake be the last of the three Revolu-
tions above-mentioned, for that Revolution overthrows the whole city,
and not a tenth part of it. It only remains, therefore, that the earth-
quake in which a tenth part of the city falls, is that of the Reformation,
the last shock of which took place at the expulsion of the Stuarts from
the throne of England, in the year 1688.

Now, the only events in the history of the Church which correspond
with this double notation of time, and which answer also in character
to the death and resurrection of the witnesses, are the religious wars
which took place in Germany in the reign of Charles V., ending first
in the dissolution of the Smalcaldic League, and the suppression of the
Protestant faith; and secondly, in the signal humiliation of the
Emperor Charles V., and the triumphant resuscitation of the Protestant
Churches at the peace of Passau. These events were cotemporaneous
with the great earthquake of the Reformation, which continued to
convulse Europe for about a century and a half afterwards. The last
shock of this earthquake was also followed, at an interval of only
eleven years, by the peace of Carlowitz, which crippled the Ottoman
power, so that since then it bas ceased to be a woe to Christendom.

In confirmation of this reasoning, it is observable, that all those
writers who place the death and resurrection of the witnesses at a
later period than the above, either at the edict of the Duke of Savoy
for the eradication of the Waldenses in 1686, or at a period yet future,
are compelled also to exclude all mention of the Reformation, both in
its ecclesiastical and political results, from the Apocalyptic prophecies ; *

® Mr. Faber, in his Sacred Calendar, does indeed admit into the series of Apoca-
lyptic events, that which forms the concluding shock of the great earthquake of Rev.
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and they thus suppose that the book which was to reveal to the
servants of God the things which shall shortly come to pass, omits
altogether, as unworthy of notice, that stupendous event which shook
the Papal throne, opened the prison-house of the human mind, and
convulsed the whole of Europe for more than two centuries—an event
which even secular writers place amongst the most conspicuous in the
bistory of the world. Those persons who suppose that the death and
resurrection of the witnesses are to be at a period yet future, add to
the above absurdity a second, since they are compelled to affirm that
the Turkish power, now in the very agonies of dissolution, is even yet
a woe to Christendom.

Upon the above general grounds of argument, I rest with perfect
confidence the truth of the system of interpretation adopted in this
volume ; and I now proceed, in the next place, in confirmation of the
foregoing reasoning, to place before the reader an analysis of the
whole book, in harmony with this scheme.

There is a beautiful harmony in the works of God, and a close
analogy between his great book of nature and his book of revelation.

It is the office of REasoN, when rightly improved, to interpret the
book of nature, by the process called iNpucTION. Newton thus
discovered that the principle of gravitation explains all the phenomena
of the astronomical movements of the material universe.

It is the office of Wispons, which is the special gift of God to those
who diligently seek it, to interpret, by the like process of SCRIPTURAL
INpuCTION, the book of Revelation, using the word in the largest
sense, assignifying the whole of revealed truth, and not the Apocalypse
only. In doing this, it is especially necessary to take for our guides
the same universal axioms which conduct us to the right interpretation
of the book of nature.

One of these axioms is, not without necessity to mulliply first causes

xi. 13, viz., the English Revolution of 1688. But it were as consistent with historical
verity to exclude from the narrative of the plagues of Egypt all the former nine
plagues, and to mention only the tenth, as it is to limit the great revolution or
commotion, Sewrpos, of the Reformation, to that part of the city which fell. There
is & narrowness of vision in such limitations of events to suit particular hypotheses
which is quite opposed to the comprehensiveness of the prophetic word, as well as
the philosophy of history.
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and principles, so that if one principle be sufficient to account for any
given number of scriptural phenomena, we are not at liberty, without
the direct and express authority of.the Scriptures, to introduce a second.

Applying this argument to the elucidation of the Apocalypse, I
find that one principle is sufficient to explain the whole structure
of this mysterious book : this principle is, that the whole Apocalypse,
Jrom chap. vi. 1, to the end, is included in the book B\wv, with
seven seals.

Still, however, we are not at liberty to assume this principle without
proof. I proceed, therefore, to show that it is established by incon-
trovertible evidence.

We are told, in the opening clause of the book itself, that it is the
Apocalypse of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him, to show to his
servants things which must shortly come to pass. If, then, we can
discover any one, and not more than one book, which was given to
Jesus Christ by the Father, we may be assured that this book is the
Apocalypse of Jesus Christ.

But we learn in chap. v. 1, that John saw a book sealed with seven
seals in the right hand of Him that sitteth on the throme, and no
creature in heaven, or in earth, was found worthy to take and to open
it. Afterwards it is announced, that the Lamb hath prevailed to open
the book, and accordingly the apostle sees him come, and take the
book from the right hand of him who sat on the throne, and
successively open its seven seals. This book with seven seals, is
therefore, manifestly, the Apocalypse of Jesus Christ, which God gave
unto him. No other book was seen to be given to him, and we are
not at liberty to suppose or introduce another. Thus, the symbolical
action of the delivery of the book, as well as the awful solemnities
which accompany the delivery, and the words of the celestial sym-
phonies which follow, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open
the seals thereof, do all unite in identifying the seven-sealed book with
the Apocalypse of Jesus Christ.

It therefore follows, that this book contains the whole Apocalypse,
properly so called ; that is, the whole prophetic visions of things
swhich shall shortly come to pass discovered to the Church. These
visions begin with the first seal, chap. vi. 1, and go down to chap.
xxii. 5, the verses which follow being the Epilogue.
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It is impossible for us to deny this conclusion, without affirming an
absolute contradiction, viz., that two terms which are identical in
signification, do yet signify things unequal : or, in other words, that
a thing is not equal to itself. We have proved that the seven-sealed
book is the Apocalypse. It therefore must contain all the parts of
the Apocalypse, otherwise, the whole is not equal to all its parts,
which is absurd.

We however arrive at the same conclusion by another process.

The book received by our Lord was sealed with seven seals. Now,
the number seven is mystical, and imports completeness, perfection, and
even infinity. The seven seals with which the book was closed, show,
on the one hand, that it was so completely shut as to be inaccessible
to the inspection of all creation. But the precise number of the
seven seals, (each of which, as we afterwards learn, contains a distinct
vision, or series of visions,) imports also that if the whole seven were
opened, it must include in it a complete revelation and discovery of the
whole mystery of God—the complete series of the things which were
about to come to pass.

To affirm, as some writers do, that there are three distinct series,
of seals, trumpets, and the little book, is in effect to maintain, that
the seven seals, which have been proved to contain tke whkole, are yet
enly a part, t. e, do not contain the whole.*

Having thus ascertained that the Apocalypse, from chap. vi. 1, to
xxii. 5, is identical with the seven-sealed book, I proceed to lay down
a series of propositions respecting its structure, or arrangement, and
its interpretation. I remark, however, in the first place, that the first
five chapters are, properly speaking, no part of the prophecy, which
only begins with the opening of the first seal. The first chapter
eontains a general preface: the two next chapters contain seven
epistles to the Asiatic Churches, as types of the successive states of
the Church universal during the whole of this dispensation. These

* The conclusiveness of this reasoning has been denied by & private assailant.
There is no truth, however fortified by evidence, which may not and has not been
questioned. If my assailant should question it publicly with his reasons, I may
feel myself bound to notice them. To my own understanding, it appears that I
have demonstrated the seven-sealed book to be identical with the prophecy of the

Apocalypse. .
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epistles are from our Lord himself, as the head of the Church, in
which capacity he has an intimate knowledge of all its concerns;
and they contain things of the deepest moment to the Gentile
Churches—matter of comfort, exhortation, admonition, and promise.
The fourth and fifth chapters are a particular introduction to the
seven-sealed book.

Having premised these things, I proceed to lay down the following
series of propositions respecting the apocalyptical arrangement and
interpretation.

I. The basis of all true Apocalyptic arrangement is, to place every
part of the book within éts proper seal.

For, since the seven seals comprehend the whole, it is manifest that
every part must belong to one or other of the seals, otherwise the
whole is not equal to all its parts, which is absurd.

IL. It is manifest, on opening the book, that the first six seals
proceed in a regular series from chap. vi. 1, to vii. 17, when the
white-robed multitude having come out of the great tribulation, are
seen celebrating the antitypical Feast of Tabernacles in the temple
of God.

These six seals do therefore close with an event which is confessedly
and altogether ecclesiastical.

III. The symbols of the first four seals, consisting each of a single
Aorseman, with subordinate machinery, are Aomogeneous, and must be
applied to objects homogeneous, or of like kind.

IV. But the symbols of the first seal are, as I have shown in the
body of this work, ecelesiastical, and mot secular.

Therefore, the first seal and the next three seals, which are homo-
geneous with it, must relate to objects ecclesiastical; to the Church,
and not the empire.

V. The fifth seal also, confessedly belongs to the Church.

VI. The earthquake of the sixth seal is political, with an intermix-
ture of things ecclesiastical,® being the day of the wrath of the
Lamb.

Therefore, the whole series of the first six seals relates to the
Chusch, with the exception of the political earthquake of the sizth.

* I do not here enter into the proof of this, seeing, I beliove, it is universally
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VII. The political earthquake of the sixth seal is, apparently,
introduced into a series of ecclesiastical events, for the purpose of
connecting, and as it were dovetailing this seal with the seventh
trumpet aud seven vials, with which it corresponds in prophetic
chronology : the earthquake of the sixth seal being identical with that
of the seventh trumpet and seventh vial.

VIII. The seventh seal comprehends the whole remainder of the
Apocalypse from viii. 1, to xxii. 5. It, therefore, contains the whole
of the trumpets, just as the seventh trumpet includes the seven vials.

IX. The seven trumpets contain the series of events which are to
destroy the Roman Empire, secular and ecclesiastical, in all its parts,
western and eastern, and they subdivide themselves into three parts.

1st. The first four trumpets describe the desolation of a symbolical
universe, in its four parts of dry land, sea, rivers, and fountains, and
celestial luminaries. The smiting of the third part of the universe in
these trumpets sets before us the overthrow of the Western Empire by
the Goths and Vandals.

2d. The fifth and sixth trumpets describe the desolation and over-
throw of the Eastern Empire by the Saracens and Ottomans.

8d. The seventh trumpet brings in the final and entire desolation of
the symbolical universe, by which event is signified the utter destruc-
tion of the mystical Babylon, or Rome, secular and spiritual, and
also the remains of the three former monarchies.—It also introduces
the triumphant reign of Messiah and his saints.

This trumpet is brought before us three times, First, it is pre-
ludiously intimated by the roaring of the angel and the seven
thunders, chap. x. 1—7. Secondly, it is given in miniature, chap.
xi. 16—19. Thirdly, in detail, chap. xiv.—xix., and indeed the whole
remainder of the book down to xxii. 5, belongs to this trumpet.

X. Chapters xi. xii. and xiii. contain the history of the Church in
its relation to the Roman Empire of the West, and of that empire in
its reciprocal relation to the Church, during the prophetical period
of 1260 years. Only the first of these chapters carries down the
history somewhat lower, to the great consummation of the kingdoms
of this world becoming the kingdoms of our Lord ; and the second
chapter carries back the history to the day of Pentecost in the travails
of the Church for the conversion of the world.
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XI. There are in the Apocalypse three earthquakes, the chronology
of each of them being distinctly marked. 7%e first, chap. viii. 5,
precedes all the trumpets, as the angels do not prepare themselves to
sound till that earthquake is passed. The chronology of this earth-
quake marks it to be that which took place in the time of Constantine.
The second earthquake being that of chap xi. 18, which precedes the
passing away of the second woe, is, for the reasons already given,
identified with the period of the Reformation. The third earthquake is
that of the Day of Wrath, vi. 12—17, xi. 18, 19, xvi. 18. Its firat
shock was at the French Revolution and fall of the Monarchy in 1792.
It continues till the Advent, and its most tremendous concussions are
yet future, or at least only now commencing.

XII. The opening of the temple in chap. xi. 19, and xv. 5, is one
and the same event. As it takes place after the sounding of the
seventh trumpet, and prior to the egress of the vial-bearing angels, it
establishes 8 most important point in the apocalyptic structure, viz.,
that all the vials belong to the seventh trumpet.

XIII. The first sounding of the seventh trumpet synchronizes with
the beginning of the judgment of the Ancient of Days, Dan. vii. 9.

XIV. At the first blast of the seventk trumpet the proclamation of
the kingdom takes place in heaven, chap. xi. 15, and at the same time
the sentence of deposition from the kingdom goes forth against the
beast, and this seems to be the reason why in chap. xvii. (the period
of the seventh trumpet), he appears without the imperial diadems,
which now belong to the Lord Messiah,

XV. At a subsequent period of the seventh trumpet our Lord
descends from heaven, not yet wearing tke many diadems, Awdnpara
woMha, Xix. 12, but simply the crown, Srepavos. His first acts are to
raise his sleeping saints, and receive unto himself his sealed saints,
the 144,000 of all the tribes of the mystic Israel;* and he next reaps
the harvest of the earth, ver. 14—16. After this, and before the
treading of the wine-press, the investiture of the kingdom takes place,
as is manifest from his having on his many diadems when he appears
at Armageddon. The exact time of the investiture of the kingdom
seems to be marked by the voices in chap. xix. 6, « Hallelujah, for the
Lord God Omnipotent reigneth ;” and these voices being ke proclama-

® Rev. vii. 4—8, and xiv, 1—5.
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tion of the kingdom on earth, or in the air, are the counterpart of the
former proclamation in heaven at the first sound of the seventh
trumpet. Immediately after this proclamation is the marriage supper,
and the appearance of our Lord with the many diadems, as King of
kings and Lord of lords.

In exact harmony with the conclusions of Proposition XV. as to the
order of events, the Son of Man is first seen by Daniel, vii. 18, 14,
coming with the clouds, and is brought to the Ancient of Days, and
then is invested with the kingdom.

The analysis now offered to the readers of this work, is the same as
is to be found in my Strictures on Mr. Irving’s Lectures on the
Apocalypse, with some corrections, and is the result of thirty years’
meditations on this wonderful book.

To those who are conversant with the writings of the older com-
mentators on the Apocalypse, it will be evident, that I have carefully
consulted their works, and have always, where it was possible to do
so, availed myself of their discoveries. It seems to me indeed,
altogether incredible, that such men as Mede, Sir Isaac and Bishop
Newton, Dr. H. More, Archdeacon Woodhouse, Dr. Cressener, and
many others, should bave laboured utterly in vain; and that no
advances should have been made till the present day, in the inter-
pretation of this book. These remarks are the more necessary,
inasmuch as we find in these times, new systems of interpretation
springing up like funguses around us. We live in a period, when
every anonymous tyro in a prophetic magazine thinks himself qualified
to set aside the labours of centuries, and exalt his own crude lucu-
brations into a system of apocalyptic interpretation. For my own
part, I must confess, that I have not been able to go to work so glibly.
I have felt too deeply the arduousness of the undertaking, to have
either the presumption, or the inclination to enter upon it, as if no one
had advanced & step before me, to clear away difficulties, and establish
synchronisms, and principles of interpretation.

I must here also say a few words, in reference to a notion which
has gone abroad in the present day, chiefly through the medium of
the Morning Watch, that there is to be a double acting over of the
apocalyptic prophecies. They have, it seems, according to this
scheme, received only a. symbolical fulflment during the 1260 pro-
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phetic days or years, and there still remains a literal accomplishment
of them, in a supplementary period of three years and a half of solar
time.

The whole prophetic character of the beast with seven heads and
ten horns, having been, according to this scheme, once acted in the
history of the secular Roman Empire, is to receive a higher, because
a more literal accomplishment in an individual, the personal Antichrist,
or Assyrian.* In like manner, the little horn of Daniel’s fourth
beast, and the second apocalyptic beast, having run their course of
1260 prophetic days, are again to fulfil it, in the person of the same
individual.

Now the advocates of these systems ought to begin, by defining the
meaning of terms. Let them tell us what is the symbolical or typical
accomplishment of a symbol. To my mind, the expression conveys
no one tangible idea, and it seems to be pure nonsense. I read, for
example, in the Book of Genesis, that Pharaoh, king of Egypt, had
two symbolical dreams, which were both fulfilled by real events,
namely, that of the seven well-favoured kine, and the seven good ears
of corn, by the seven years of plenty; and that of the seven ill-
favoured kine, and seven thin ears, by the seven years of famine.

We know also from the words of Jacob to his sons, how grievous
the famine was. ¢ Why,” said the aged patriarch, “do ye look one
upon another? Behold I have heard that there is corn in Egypt; get
you down thither, and buy for us from thence, that we may live, and
not die."+ Now assuredly it has never yet entered into the mind of
any sober person, that this famine was a symbolical fulfilment of
Pharaoh’s dreams. What, then, do these writers mean, when they tell
us that the rise of the Papal power, and of the Gothic-Roman, and
harlot-ridden empire, were symbolical fulfilments of the apocalyptic
prophecies? Were these events less real, and less tangible, and less
noxious, than the seven years’ famine in Egypt? and if not less real,
and less tangible, how does it accord with scriptural verity, to speak
of them as being symbolical fulfilments of the symbols ? 1

Moreover, were we for a moment to grant the fact, that the seals
and trumpets, the vials, and other symbols, are to be acted over

¢ Morning Watch, for September, 1852, p. 48. + Gen. xlii. 1,3, °
%+ Morning Watch, for June, 1833, pp. 308; 321.
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again,® how is their future fulfilment to be more literal than the past,
unless we are indeed to suppose, that a literal beast with seven heads,
and ten horns, is to appear on the stage of the world; and unless we
suppose, that a liguid called mrath, is to be poured out from seven
literal bowls, &c., &c., &c. 11!

To go into the refutation of these schemes would require volumes,
for it is one of the contrivances of their advocates, absolutely to write
down opposition, by such a mass of words as to defy any ordinary
capacity, either of memory or of leisure, even to get possession of
their reasoning. I shall therefore just observe, in reference to these
writers, that it appears to me, that giving the reins to their imagina-
tions, they bray as in a mortar the apocalyptic visions; and mistaking
‘resemblances for identities, they confound all chronology, all syn-
chronisms, all order, and all evidence of the past fulfilment of the
Apocalypse, as also all well-grounded confidence in any interpretation
which can be given of it.

And that this censure is not too severe, I shall now proceed to
show. In Rev. viii. 13, an angel flies through the midst of heaven,
denouncing a triple woe on the inhabitants of the earth. The first
two woes, by the nearly unanimous consent of the Church during the
last three centuries, are the Saracens and Turks., Now when the
period allotted to the first woe is over, it is solemnly announced by the
Spirit, chap. ix. 12,  One woe is past ; and, bekold, there come two more
woes hereafter.” 1 apprehend that this annunciation, as well as the
similar one respecting the second woe, in xi. 14, are to be held, not
only as chronological marks, but as merciful promises to the Church
and the world, similar in character to that contained in the covenant
of God with Noah; namely, that both these woes having once run
their allotted course, are not again to be permitted to visit the earth.
And let it be observed, that the interpreters whom we are now
opposing, have always held the above inte;'pretation of the first two
woe trumpets, to be sound and correct; that is, they have with us
applied the first woe to the Saracens, and the second to the Turks.
At length, however, they come forward with the new discovery, that
the former fulfilment of these woes, in the desolations and darkness of
many centuries, was only symbolical; and without abandoning, yea,

* Morning Watch, for September, 1833, p. 48.
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still holding that interpretation,® they, in flat contradiction to the
voice of the Spirit, that when the two former woes shall have once
visited the earth, they are for ever past,t tell us, that these woes
having inflicted many centuries of calamity on the earth in one form,
and being thus past, are about to renew their desolations in another
more literal, and therefore more anful shape. When the Spirit assures
us, that two woes having once run their course, there remains only one
ewoe; these writers dare to come forward and announce a triple woe,}
even after the admitted fulfilment of the two former woes. Thus they
do in effect maintain, that instead of three woes, there are at least five
woes. I need not after this multiply words, to prove that this system
confounds all chronology, and deprives the Church of all the consola-
tion of knowing, that however sharp and bitter her remaining hour of
suffering may be, yet there are at least some of her past cups of woe
which she is not called to drink again.§ These writers make her to

® See a paper, by Mr. Irving, Morning Watch, No. xiv., June, 1832, pp. 309,
and 321, also M. W., No. xv., p. 47.

+ The Greek word, intimating the passing away of both woes, is amn\fev,
than which, I presume, a more emphatic one could not have been selected. It means
literally, that they have gone away, or departed.

1 Mr. Irving, in Morning Watch, No. xv. p. 30.

§ I am well aware how utterly hostile are the writers of this school of
interpretation to all close reasoning on the apocalyptic prophecies, in the way of
analysis. 'We who employ the mode of analysis, are in their estimation mere
system builders, and symbol e. 8; mere anatomists of God’s word. (Morning
Watch, No. x. p. 315.) Our humble labours are a di ing or dissecting of the
Word of God, or wrangling with proud familiarity over it. (No. xi. p. 52.) We
ure, however, neither to be intimidated, nor put out of temper, by such insinuations,
‘We shall meet them by a few plain and calm remarks. Either the Apocalypse is
a most exact prophecy, or it is not. To affirm that it is not, is in effect to say,
that it is not from God. But if it be an exact prophecy, how is it to be understood
and applied, excepting by an exact analysis ? for what is the process of analysis,
but the resolution of a complex subject, into all its parts, so as to overlook no
unalogy, and no distinction and difference however minute ? To study the
Apocalypse without dissecting, or anatomizing, or analyzing it, for all these words
are of like import, is therefore an affront to its Divine Author. It is in fact to
affirm, either that it is not worthy of a minute study, or that the mind of man may
grasp it as a whole, without a close attention to all its parts. That which these
writers apply to us as a term of censure, we therefore glory in, vis., that we are
anatomists of the Word of God. Let them not, however, say, that in-so daing,
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drink every former cup twice; and if twice, why not oftener, why
not a dozen of times?

The very essence of a chronological prophecy is, that the events
signified in it are to be accomplished within a specified period ; and if
after being once fulfilled in that period, they are again to be acted in
another period of time, it nullifies the chronology, and introduces

we wrangle with proud familiarity over it, or “essay it in the flesh.” To analyse
God’s Word with the deepest sense of its importance, and with deep reverenoce,
is not to wrangle over it, and is not a fleshly, but an eminently spiritual exercise ;
in which we expect, and desire, and pray for that illumination of the Spirit,
without which we know that our labour is vain. There is, however, one species
of anatomy, in which we dare not hold fellowship with some of these writers.
We dare to anstomize the written Word of God, because we believe that it
was given us for that end ; and we believe the eating of the Word, spoken of by
Jeremiah xv. 16, to be just that intense study of it, which leads to & perfeot
analysis. But we dare not to dissect and anatomize the Word made flesh, and
plunging into the mazes of human metaphysics, to declare, that the flesh in which
he, the Lord of Glory, tabernacled when upon earth, was flesh of sin, (Morning
‘Watch, No, xi. p. 33,) and that ke took sinful flesh, and that “if Christ was made
under the law, he must have been made by his human nature liable to, yea, and INCLINED
70, all those things which the law interdicted.” See Mr. Irving’s pamphlet on the
Human Nature of Christ, pp. 8 and 10. From such doctrines we start back with
fear and dismay, counting them to be directly contrary to the Word of God. It is
only since I began to pen this Preface, that I, for the first time, have had in my
hand, Mr. Irving’s tract above-mentioned ; I had before, indeed, met with passages
in his Lectures on the Apocalypse, respecting our Lord’s humanity, which I
pointed out to some of his friends, as containing most fearful sentiments ; but till I
saw the pamphlet last-mentioned, I was not aware how far he had gone. I have
now introduced this subject from a sense of duty, considering myself called upon to
embrace the earliest opportunity of publicly expressing my utter opposition to this
doctrine ; and the more 80 as an idea has widely gone forth, that all who hold the
belief of our Lord’s pre-millennial advent and reign, participate in the sentiments of
Mr. Irving, 8s to our Lord’s humanity. Let me add, however, that if Mr. Irving
has erred on one side, it is to be feared that many have erred on the other, ia
denying that the humanity of our Lord was the frail humanity of fallen Adam. The
Fathers held quite other doctrine, as is evident from a passage in Athanasius against
the Arians, wherein he uses the following words respeeting our Lord’s incarnation,
Ovde yap ev avwpare Ta Tov cwparos av eyeyoves € pn capa AaSev a Pbaprov
xas yyrov.—“ The things belonging to & body eould not be in that which was
incorporeal, unless he had taken a body corruptible and mortal.” Athanas. Oper.,
vol. i. part i. p. 604, Benediotine edition, Paris, 1689.
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endless confusion. Moreover, what is to hinder a commentator, if
this be once admitted, from affirming that the whole four empires of
Daniel are again successively to receive power and dominion, and act
their part a second time, and even a third and fourth time, in the great
drama of prophecy.

But I shall be here met in limire by an objection to the whole
of the foregoing reasoning. It will at once be said that I am
carnal, resisting the Holy Ghost; for that the interpretations which
I am now arguing against, are according to the testimony of Mr.
Irving, and, to use his words, the result of ¢ the idea which,
with many precious words of heavenly utterance, the Holy Ghost
declaring and approving himself by other tongues, hath at sundry
times, and through several vessels, made known in the midst of us.”
« All which carefully noting in my memory, pondering in my heart,
and applying to the opening of Holy Scripture, struggling all the
while against my own evil heart of unbelief, and endeavouring to
attain to the riches of the full assurance of the understanding, I
do now, by the Grace of God, take in hand to expound for the
edification of the Church; in no case attempting to repeat the words
spoken by the Spirit, nor the forms purely spiritual, in which the
truth is given forth, which our God hath taught us would be a
profanation.” ¢ So that no one will mistake or misuse these inter-
pretations, as if they were alfogether avouched by the Holy Spirit of
God, placed beyond the region of doubt, and not to be questioned;
whereas, though the light came from heaven direct, it hath been
refracted through the prism of my own mind, and thereby assumed
the form of my own understanding, as well as the utterance of my
own fallible lips.” *

Towards Mr. Irving personally, I have never felt any other senti-
ments than those of kindness—a desire to believe all that is good
concerning him, and to discredit or palliate all that is imputed to
bim as evil. But when Mr. Irving comes before the public as an
expositor of prophecy, I must, with the apostle, say that ¢ henceforth
know we no man after the flesh.” I must try every interpretation of
the learned writer, even as I am commanded by the apostle to do;
who, while he warns us on the one hand, “ Despise not prophesy-

® Morning Watch, Sept. 1832, p. 18.
c
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ings,” forthwith adds, by way of holy caution, ¢ Prove, or try, all
things.”* All prophesyings, all voices, all tongues, all interpretations,
must therefore undergo this sifting process. Proceed we now, there-
fore, to try the above sentiments of Mr. Irving.

In the passage which has been quoted, he surrounds himself with
a certain mysterious halo, informing us that the interpretations which
we oppose are, in a certain sense, the result of words of heavenly
utterance, made by inspiration of the Holy Ghost. Yet we are
cautioned not to mistake or misuse these interpretations, as if they
were ALTOGETHER avouched by the Holy Spirit. Now, by saying
they are not altogether so avouched, it is plain that Mr. Irving
wishes us to believe they are in the main avouched by the Spirit.
But it will here be obvious to the simplest capacity, that Mr. Irving
is bound to inform us kow far they are avouched by the Spirit, and
how far they are not. Not only does he omit to do this, but he
refuses to communicate to us any one of the utterances of the Spirit,
on which his interpretations rest, because God hath taught him that ¢¢
would be a profanation.

I read in the Word of the living God, that the Lamb which is
in the midst of the throne having received from God the book of
his Divine Apocalypse, counts it no profanation to communicate
the whole thereof to his Church upon earth. I read also that
the prophets of a former dispensation, when, rapt in the Holy
Ghost, they saw the mystic visions of God, were always com-
manded to write them for the information of the Church. When,
therefore, Mr. Irving tells us that it would be a profanation to
reveal to the Church the words spoken by certain individuals in
his secret chambers, he is thereby, in appearance, attributing to
these words a higher honour than is in the Scripture given to the
Apocalypse itself. But while he, in appearance, attributes high
honour to these words, he in reality dishonours them. For it is not,
as we have already seen, the character of the Revelations of the
Holy Ghost to affect concealment. The Eleusinian mysteries,
wherein certain deep and recondite words were hidden from the
profane vulgar, belong not to the religion of Jesus Christ, but to
Paganism, the religion of Satan; and as Mr. Irving, instead of

* 1 Thess. v. 20, 21.
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obeying the words of the Lord himself to his apostles, ¢ #hat I tell
you in darkness, that speak ye in light; and mwhat ye hear in the
ear, that preach ye upon the housetops,® appears to imitate in this
matter the reserve of the Hierophant of Eleusis, I must obey the
Word of the Lord, and refuse credence to him.

And seeing that not only the words, which are said to have been
spoken in the Spirit, are denied to us, but even the names of the
individuals through whom the utterances were given, it follows that
the words themselves are, to us, a nonentity. It is therefore our duty
still to try all Mr. Irving’s interpretations by that sure Word of
prophecy which the Lord has vouchsafed to us, without paying any
regard to alleged utterances, of which no part hath reached our ears,
and of the authenticity of which no evidence hath been produced to
us. Indeed, to require us to give credence to interpretations of the
Seripture, said to be deduced from utterances which are not revealed
to us, is an extravagance of pretension, similar to which, I presume,
no example is to be met with even in the records of the Pythian
oracles. The responses of the priestess of Apollo were, it is true,
expressed with a studied ambiguity, but the words themselves were
not concealed.t

In the next place, even if the alleged utterances on which Mr.
Irving professes to found his interpretations were really given by the
Holy Ghost, yet, as Mr. Irving tells us that his interpretations are
not the very truths uttered, but are rather inferences from them, the
heavenly light having been refracted through the prism of his own
mind, I must on this account also wholly reject them, because I
altogether disbelieve that the mind of the learned author is a perfect
prism. 1 bhave great confidence in Mr. Irving's sincerity, but I place
no trust whatever in the accuracy of his judgment, or the soundness
of his reasoning faculties ; and having already, in two Tracts against
his scheme of prophetic interpretation, laid before the public, and

¢ Matt. x. 27.

+ It is further observable, that by concealing the words of these prophets from
the Church, Mr. Irving absolutely precludes us from putting them to the trial in
the manner commanded in Deut. xviii. 22. “ When a prophet speaketh in the
name of the Lord, if the thing follow not, nor come to pass, that is the thing

which the Lord hath not spoken, but the prophet hath spoken it presumptuously :
thou shalt not be afraid of him.” '

c 2
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Mr. Irving himself, my reasons for this entire distrust, I do not feel
myself called upon to repeat them here.

Lastly, I shall offer a final, and, as it appears to me, a conclusive
reason, for refusing to believe that an authoritative interpretation of
the Apocalypse, or any part of it, has been, or will be given to the
Church by the Holy Ghost during this dispensation. As the inter-
pretation of Daniel’s vision of the four beasts, which was given to
him by the angel in answer to his inquiries,* was added to the
original vision as a part of the prophetic record, so, were the Holy
Ghost now to vouchsafe to any individual an authenticated and
authoritative interpretation of the apocalyptic visions, since the sup-
posed interpretation would be of the same authority as the original
visions, we conclude that it must be added to them as a new revelation,
and become a part of the inspired volume of the Holy Scriptures.

Now, such a supposition is in direct contradiction to the import of
the description of the seven sealed book, for it has already been
proved, in a former part of this Preface, that the description of that
book implies, that it is a complete and a final revelation of the
purposes of God to his Church in this dispensation, and that when
the seven seals are opened and their contents communicated, this
very act, and the mystical perfection of the number seven, negative
the idea of any further or supplementary revelation. But we are not
left to form this conclusion by implication only. The awful sanction
of the Holy Ghost himself is added, to authenticate the completeness
of this book as originally given to John: ¢ If any one shall ApD
unNto T these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are

* Dan. vil. 16—27.

+ Let it be observed, that our verb to add, does not appear to express the whole
force of the Greek Eawifnus An authoritative interpretation would be something
put upon these visions, as much as a new series of visions. Let me here be
permitted to add, to prevent the wilful misrepresentation of my meaning, that I
have ever held that all true interpretation proceeds from the internal illumination
of the Spirit. But were a book containing even a perfect interpretation, without
one mistake, to come forth, it would have no authority to command our assent,
although it would doubtless possess such intrinsical power and beauty, as to win
the assent of persons whose senses were exercised to discern both good and evil.
I also wish to add, that I give no opinion as to the nature of the utterances and
tongues which are heard in Mr. Irving’s church.
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soritten in this book.” In these words the Church of God is informed
that there is to be no addition to the book till the Lord himself come,
as is solemnly announced in the next verse; and since an authori-
tative interpretation would be something added to, or put upon the
visions originally communicated, I, on the authority of this word of
the Holy Ghost, refuse to believe that any such interpretation has
been given.

Feeling it to be now necessary to relieve the reader from this long
Preface, I am desirous of saying a few words upon the form in which
the present edition is given to the public. The original text of the
present work was written in the year 1812, and published in 1813. In
the Second Edition, printed in 1817, considerable additions, as well as
modifications, were introduced. When I contemplated the present
edition, it became a matter of some difficulty to decide, whether the
work should be altogether remodelled, or whether the old text should
be permitted to remain untouched, and the new matter added in the
form of notes. Not choosing to trust my own judgment on this point,
I consulted several of my Christian friends. One of them in whose
Christian wisdom I placed great confidence, and who has since slept
in the Lord,* answered my question in the following words, ¢« I have
no hesitation whatever in answering your question about the work on
the Seals and Trumpets. I should deeply regret any alteration in it
which would take away the strong proof there is in it, that a solid and
humble student of unfulfilled prophecy may throw great light on the
future. This is highly important.” In the present Edition, the text
of the year 1817 is, therefore, preserved with few alterations; and the
additional matter has been inserted, either in the text, or in notes, as
I found it most convenient. I am sensible that the mode in which it
has been introduced, often detracts from the finished appearance and
unity of design which belong to an original composition; but it has
the advantage of exhibiting to the reader the progress of events since
the work was first written, and also the general harmony of that
progress with my expectations in the year 1812, as well as the
advance of the mind of the writer in the knowledge of the subject—
and this without concealing his former mistakes. I feel, however,

® The late, excellent and greatly lamented, Rev. C. S. Hawtrey, of the Jewish
Episcopal Chapel.
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after all these explanations, that it is still necessary to throw myself on
the indulgence of my readers, by stating, that this edition has been
prepared in the midst of many and laborious duties, which have not
permitted me to give to it that undivided attention which the
unspeakable importance of the subject demanded. I should, indeed,
have desired to keep it from the press for some months longer; but
time and events are both pressing forward with giant steps. And we
were, when it went to the press, surrounded on every side, with
pestilence and death. It seems to me also, that the religious press is
inundated with crude and ill-digested expositions of prophecy, so that
I have felt myself compelled by all these considerations to send forth
the volume in its present state, and without further delay.

AxD Now, O THOU GLORIOUS FOUNTAIN OF UNCREATED LIGHT,
Lorp Jesus CHRIST—ETERNAL WORD—BRIGHT EFFULGENCE OF
THY FATHER'S GLORY—WONDERFUL CoUNSELLOR—FATHER oOF
THE EVERLASTING AGE—THE RooT AND OFFsPRING OF DAvVID—
THE BRIGHT AND MORNING STAR—THE PRINCE OF THE KINGS
OF THE EARTH—THE LAMB THAT WAS SLAIN, WHO ART ABOUT
TO COME, WITH CLOUDS, TO BREAK IN PIECES THE KINGDOMS OF
THE HEATHEN, AND ESTABLISH THY EVERLASTING KiNGDOM OF
PEACE AND RIGHTEOUSNESS : LOOK, O LoRrp JESUS, WITH FAVOUR
ON THIS HUMBLE WORK. FORGIVE IN IT THAT WHICH IS OF
THINE UNWORTHY SERVANT, FOR ALL THAT IS OF THE CREATURE
IS DARKNESS. BLESS IN IT THAT WHICH IS THINE, FOR ALL
TRUTH IS THINE, BY MAKING THIS BOOK TO SEND ABROAD THE
KNOWLEDGE OF THINE OWN APOCALYPSE, THROUGH THE TEACHING
ofF THE HoLy GHOST; AND GRACIOUSLY ACCEPT AT THE HAND
OF THINE UNWORTHY SERVANT OF THIS OFFERING TO THEE HIS
SAvIOoUR AND HIs Gop. THoU KNowesT, O LORD, WITH WHAT
DEPTH OF MEDITATION AND ARDOUR OF PURSUIT THY SERVANT
HATH SOUGHT THE TRUTH; AND O GRANT THAT IN THAT DAY
WHEN HE SHALL STAND BEFORE THY DREAD AND IMPARTIAL
TRIBUNAL, IT MAY BE ACCEPTED AS AN EVIDENCE THAT HE HATH
NOT HID THE ONE TALENT OF THEE HIs LoRD AND MASTER IN A
NAPKIN, BUT HATH RENDERED TO THEE THINE OWN WITH SOME
INCREASE.—AMEN,

November 5, 1832.



PREFACE TO THE FOURTH EDITION OF
A DISSERTATION, &e.

TH= long period of thirty years has elapsed from the publication of
the First Edition of this Dissertation, and nearly eleven years since
that of the Third. In the present Edition the text of the Third,
published in 1832, has been preserved almost untouched, and it has
been the rule of the author wherever new matter has been introduced
to inform the reader that it belongs to the Fourth Edition. This
remark is necessary to explain certain passages where the time present
is used.

In the shape in which the work now appears it may probably
seem to many readers, that there is much superfluous matter,
especially in the Notes, which might have been curtailed. This,
however, (even if the objection be just, which does not to the
author appear to be the case, as he deems the information in the
Notes to be always important), would have made it necessary to
remodel the whole volume, a labour to which, in the midst of
various other occupations, the author does not now feel himself to
be equal. The work would then also have lost the character which
it now in some measure possesses, of being a sort of running
commentary on the events of the last thirty years in their relation
to the fulfilment of the Apocalypse—showing, moreover, the past
anticipations of the author often justified as to the general results,
and yet proved to have been erroneous with regard to the particular
mode of their fullment—a remarkable example of which is to be
seen in the fact of the expiration of Daniel's 1290 years, which,
having, in the author’s first paper on prophecy (in the Christian
Observer for November, 1807), been placed 30 years after 1792,
that is, in 1822, his expectation was also stated, that it would be
signalized by the battle of Armageddon and the beginning of the
reign of the saints, Now that the 1290 years did actually expire in
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1822, the author at present holds with as much confidence as any
truth revealed in the prophetic word, but he needs not add, that he was
wholly mistaken as to the event which he expected then to occur.
What were the events which actually distinguished the end of that
period will be found in the fifteenth chapter of this volume.*

Since the publication of the Third Edition the author has been
enabled, as he firmly believes, to place the chronology of the Scrip-
tures on the basis of such evidence as cannot be shaken, and to
establish its scientific character, and to demonstrate, that the great
times of the Church and the world are measured by periods of exact
science. Now seeing that the Apocalypse is simply the discovery of
that portion of the times of the world which were yet future, when
it was given, it appears to be a legitimate conclusion from the
discoveries thus made, that the apocalyptic times may be expected
to be regulated by the same principles as the former times of the
world, and therefore, that, if rightly discerned by the interpreter, they
must exhibit the same features of exact science.

In the Supplement, whereof the FirsT PArT was published early
in the year 1838, and the Seconxp in February, 1842, I have
accordingly applied to my own scheme of interpretation the principles
of the Scientific Chronology as a new element towards the attainment
of certainty.

I shall next observe that I am not ignorant of the fact, that the
reasoning in my Supplement is generally above the range of the
common readers of prophecy. Still, however, there are considerable
portions of it to which this remark does not apply, and which will
be easily understood by persons accustomed to the smallest degree of
mental application. Even the more difficult calculations probably
require no greater intellectual exertion than is necessary for the
solution of the simplest questions in algebra or geometry. I am well
aware, however, that this is making too great a demand upon the
great majority of the prophetic readers of the present day, few of
whom, it is to be feared, apply to this highest object an equal degree
of mental energy to that which is given by our young ladies to the
acquisition of French grammar or the elements of music. Events
are approaching which will awaken the minds of men from this

¢ Especially pp. 245—248.
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fatal lethargy. The time is at hand when the ephemeral literature of
this age, and all its other expedients for extinguishing serious thought,
shall be swept as with the besom of destruction, and not a ray of
light shall remain but that which is afforded by the apocalyptic
visions—all without this shall be blackness of darkness.

In the meanwhile a thick cloud of moral and spiritual fatuity or
delusion appears more and more to overspread the minds of men—
even of those who are viewed by many as the lights of the religious
world. The leading organs of public opinion, the religious news-
papers, think, reason, and speculate, as if there were no such books as
Daniel and the Apocalypse, and as if no such event were revealed to
be the object of constant expectation, as the second coming of our
Lord. They do thus virtually extinguish, as to themselves, the light
of that sure word of prophecy, which Peter tells us is the lamp of the
Church in this night of darkness, and in just judgment they are
smitten with a blindness no less great than that of the Scribes and
Pharisees when our Lord first appeared.

One of the circumstances which has in an especial manner awakened
my mind to a perception of the awful state of things among the
strictest religious professors in this country, has been the tone of the
remarks of a leading religious newspaper of the day upon the acquittal
of the assassin who shot the late Mr. Drummond, at noon-day, in the
streets of the metropolis.

The law of God as to the punishment of the murderer is express ;
« And surely your blood of your lives will I require ; at the hand of
every beast will I require it, and at the hand of man ; at the hand of
every mar's brother will I require the life of man. Whoso sheddeth
man’s blood, by man shall his blood be shed : for in the image of God
made he man,” Gen. ix. 5, 6.

This solemn statute of the Almighty, given at the very same time
with God’s everlasting covenant with Noah and the whole family of
man, is plainly binding upon all nations that have the light of revela-
tion, and every act of disobedience to it by the public and judicial
authorities of any State, will be visited on the nations which they
represent, in that day when the Lord shall make inquisition for blood.*
It would not be difficult to find scriptural examples, to show that it is

- ® Psalm ix. 12.
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the unalterable purpose of God to avenge innocent blood on the
nations that do not avenge it.

In the law of Moses also, the statutes for the punishment of
murder are laid down with the greatest minuteness. The various
modes in which life might be taken being specified, the punishment of
death is in each case commanded to be inflicted, in the following solemn
and express words: HE IS A MURDERER: THE MURDERER SHALL
SURELY BE PUT TO DEATH. THE REVENGER OF BLOOD HIMSELF
SHALL SLAY THE MURDERER: WHEN HE MEETETH HIM HE SHALL
SLAY HIM.*

Even in the case of accidental death, without malice or intent,~ the
person who had in this manner slain another was obliged to remain in
the city of refuge, till the death of the High Priest, and if found
without the city, the avenger of blood might slay him with impunity.
An express prohibition is added to take satisfaction either for the life
of a murderer, or for one who had fled to the city of refuge, until the
death of the High Priest, and the law is summed up in the solemn
words, So shall ye not pollute the land wherein ye are: for blood
t¢ defileth the land: AND THE LAND CANNOT BE CLEANSED OF
THE BLOOD THAT IS SHED THEREIN, BUT BY THE BLOOD OF
HIM THAT SHED IT.}

Not only in presumptuous disobedience to this commandment of
God, but in daring defiance of its solemn injunctions, it is now laid
down, that a man may plan and purpose the death of another, may
purchase pistols, may day after day watch his victim, and at length at
noon-day shoot him unto death in the streets of our metropolis, the
seat of Government and of justice, and on the testimony of a mad
doctor or two, be acquitted of the crime of murder, and shut up and
nourished and fed for life in a lunatic asylum with better and more
delicate food than is within the reach of the labouring poor of the
country.

This newly-discovered disease of monomania, or partial madness, is
fitly termed by a most respectable journal}  the new euphemism for the
instigation of the devil to shed blood.” ¢ Saul,” says the same journal,
“ the odious king of Israel, was a monomaniac of this description; he

¢ Numbers xxxv. 16—19. + Ibid. ver. 83.
1 London Standard, March 16, 1843.
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abandoned his duty to his Creator, and an evil spirit from the Lord
Jell upon him—not the less judicially did the visitation overtake him,
because it came, as experience shows, by a natural process.”* It may
indeed be observed, that by a course of reasoning, quite as plausible
as that by which this murderer escaped the penalty of death, Cain, the
murderer of Abel, and Judas, the betrayer of our Lord, might be
justified. Of Judas it is written, that after he had received the sop,
« Satan entered into him ;"1 and it is certain that he then was no
longer master of his own actions. Assuredly also there is madness in
every great act of sin.}

Now, seeing that journals not professedly religious, but political,
reason thus justly on this awful subject, how does the Record, the
Jeading religious newspaper of the day, treat it? I shall quote its
own language :—* The prevailing feeling of our mind, in considering
the trial of M¢‘Naughten and its results, is that of admiration of the
law and Constitution of England, and respect for the morality, justice,
and truth of the English people.”§

¢ Standard, 6th March, 1843. + John xiii. 27.

1 The same journal, the Standard, reasons at great length on this case in its
number for March 13. I extract from it the following remarks :— It is said, that
the wretch was afraid of certain persecutors. Now, would it be the act of a man
flying from persecution to take up his quarters in London, to spend months in
reconnoitering the public offices, to haunt Whitehall for three weeks with pistols in
his pocket, lying in wait for somebody, and then to shoot the gentleman whom he
had most frequently seen emerge from Sir Robert Peel’s house, believing that
gentleman to be Sir Robert Peel?” The Standard also quotes from the Spectator
the following remarks:—“ That the concealment of his weapons betrayed the
consciousness that the intended use of them was a crime;” that “ the dangerous
notion which this and other examples is calculated to produce is, that a delusion
excuses an act to which it has any tendency, even though the perpetrator may be
conscious of its criminality.” ¢ All the bad passions may be aroused and indulged
to insanity ; and is the law then to grant impunity to the actions to which the
delusion does not extend, though it may in some degree tend to them ?”

The latest account that I have seen of this wretched man is to be found in an
article headed Monomaniac Museum in the Glasgow Herald of April 14, and it
contains the following words :—* M‘Naughten still continues to occupy an apartment
on the ground-floor gallery, and still continues to impress his attendants with the full
conviction of his saxiTY.” I own it appears to my mind, that if there be such a
disease as monomania, it is evinced by those who deny his sanity.

§ Record, March 9, 1843.
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¢« According to our perceptions, it is a noble, we had almost said, a
sublime spectacle. There was no effort, no straining for effect, no
false sentiment, such as is frequently exhibited in a neighbouring
country. The course of public justice ran quietly and steadily along,
overflowed and pressed aside the desires of a mighty people, bore the
homicide securely and above them all; and the result, we are per-
suaded, amidst the ill-considered outcry of certain ‘classes, is acceptable
to God and highly honourable to the country. The supremacy of the
law is gloriously vindicated; and there is recalled to the mind the
honour which attaches to him that sweareth to his own hurt, and
changeth not.” *

Now, in reading such sentiments in a professedly religious journal,
I own that, at the same time that I sigh and groan because of them,
I am also forcibly reminded of our Lord’s words, « If the light that is
in thee be darkness, kow great is that darkness ; ” and also of the awful
denunciations of the prophet, *“ Woe unto them that call evil good, and
good evil ; that put darkness for light, and light for darkness ; that put
bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter,” Is. v. 20.

It is known in medical science, that when mortification reaches the
vital organs, or the trunk of the body, death must ensue. When, in
like manner, in the body politic, the whole head is sick and the whole
heart faint; when the courts of justice acquit murderers and assassins,
whether intentional or actual,t under the plea of insanity, which we
know, from the example of David, may be successfully counterfeited ;
and when even the organs of the religious bodies of the nation tread
under foot the most solemn, and express, and reiterated injunctions of
the Divine law, commanding every murderer to be put to death, and
making no exceptions in favour of a disease, the existence of which,
unless it be a simple Judas-like or Saul-like possessicn of the devil,
may justly be questioned,—it is an infallible proof and indication that
the moral gangrene has reached the vitals of the body politic, and that
much of the strictest religious profession of the day is no better than
Pharisaism, rigidly contending for outward things, as the Pharisees did
for the Sabbath, and zealous for doctrines, as they were in contending

* Record, March 9, 1843,
t In the case of Oxford, intentional ; in that of M‘Naughten, actual.
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with the Sadducees, but neither desiring nor expecting the glorious
coming of our Lord and Saviour.

If any feel disposed to ask what connexion the matters now touched
have with the interpretation of the Apocalypse, my answer is, that as
the ancient prophets reproved all sin, whether in Church or State ;
so there is no sin of a public nature that does not come within
the legitimate range of the true interpretation of prophecy, which
must always imbibe the spirit of the prophets. Moreover, as the
guilt of all innocent blood, unavenged by the blood of the murderer,
rests on the WHOLE NATION, every individual in the nation is bound,
according to his opportunities, to purge himself from all share in the
sin by a loud protest against it.

It will readily be acknowledged also, by all who feel as they ought
to do, that the evil is a very crying one; for, since it is now decided
that monomania is to be a passport to the commission of crime, and
that the evidence of mad doctors is to be placed above the express
injunctions of the law of God; and seeing, moreover, that the
decisions of our courts of justice forn the standard of our public
law, it follows, that it is now the declared law of England that any
monomaniac may, yea, is at liberty, to commit murder at noon-day
with perfect impunity.

It is manifest from the observations of the four most eminent Law-
Lords,* made in the House of Peers, as reported in the Standard
newspaper of the 14th of March last, that they feel the necessity of
some remedy for this state of things, and yet they appear to be at a
loss to suggest anything in a definite shape. There is yet oNE
REMEDY, and ONLY ONE, and it is, NATIONAL REPENTANCE and
OoBEDIENCE TO Gob.

Let, then, an Act of Parliament be passed, with a preamble,
solemnly acknowledging our great national sin, in having disobeyed
the commandment of God, as to the punishment of the murderer, in
all cases for blood, shed in duels, as well as in the trial now under
discussion ; and our having thus, as a nation, BROKEN THE EVER-
LASTING COVENANT which was given to Noah with the express

® The Lord Chancellor, Lords Brougham, Cottenham, and Campbell.
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condition that all murderers should be put to death.*—A cknowledging
also the supreme authority of the Divine law, and enacting in humble
obedience to it, that in all cases where men are guilty of wmilfully
shedding the blood of man, the punishment of death shall follow, and
that proof of monomania, or partial insanity, shall not be admissible
in any case for actual murder or homicide.

That such a law, or any one approaching to its character, shall pass,
there is not a shadow of hope, until we shall have experienced the
effects of that rod of iron which is about to inflict upon us the
severest chastisements, if not utter destruction. Indeed, it is a
lamentable proof of the hopelessness of our national condition with
reference to the requirements of the Divine law, that in the foregoing
discussions in the House of Lords, as reported in the newspapers, the
commandment of God, as to the punishment of murder, was not
once adverted to. Our Legislators, even when they desire to enact
laws outwardly good, appear to act too much upon the principles of
Heathen philosophy, not discerning and acknowledging God as the
Governor of the nations.

To conclude. All the events of our own times—the growing dis-
organization of the body politic—the fears and expectations of men—
the deep persuasion of an impending convulsion inrooted in every
thinking mind, similar to the instincts of animal nature before the
approach of the earthquake—the solemn and awakening declarations
of Scripture—the clear unequivocal voice of prophecy—every sign—
every promise—every inspired testimony—unite in announcing His
APPROACH—BEHOLD HE COMETH WITH CLOUDS, AND EVERY EYE
SHALL SEE HIM, AND THEY ALSO THAT PIERCED HIM, AND ALL
THE KINDREDS OF THE EARTH SHALL WAIL BECAUSE OF HIM.
EveEN so, AMEN]

® In Is. xxiv. 5, the charge against the inhabitants of the earth of having
broken this covenant seems expressly to refer to their having permitted u:mocent
blood to remain unavenged.

Lainshaw, April 19th (Nisan, 19th), 1848,
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I HaAvE omitted in the Discourse on the Scientific Measures of the Mundane
Times, forming Appendix I. of the Supplement, to state, that there are two
chasms in the Chronology of the Scriptures.

The first results from the fact, that the number of the years from the
Division of the Promised Land in the 47th year, or 46 complete from the
Exodus® to the beginning of the First Servitude under Cushan Rishathaim, is
not to be found in the present text of the Scriptures, although from the words
of Clemens in the Stromata there is reason to think that it was in the copy of
the Book of Joshua which he used.t

The second blank is in the period from the end of the captivity of the ark
at Kirjath-jearim (1 Sam. vii. 1, 2), to the accession of David, there being no
account in the Old Testament of the years of the administration of Samuel and
reign of Saul. St. Paul, however, in Acts xiii. 21, gives 40 years for Saul, so
that it only remains to fix the length of Samuel's administration.

Having mentioned the existence of these two chronological chasms, I shall
now briefly state how we ascertain their length, so as with perfect confidence
to include them in our tables.

As to the first chasm, we have the testimony of nearly all our most judicious
writers, that the whole interval from the entrance into Canaan to the first
Servitude under Cushan Rishathaim was 27 years. Among the ancients,
Clemens, of Alexandria, (as we have seen in the alleged testimony of his copy
of the Book of Joshua,) Eusebius,} Syncellus,§ Nicephorus, Archbishop of
Constantinople,|| and Theophilus; and among the moderns, excepting Usher
and Hales, almost every writer of note, concur in assigning the same number of
27 years to this interval. I have treated the point largely in my Chronology
of Israel.§

® Josh. xiv. 7—10.

t &s 8¢ 1o BiShiov Tov Inoou mepiexer SieBefaro Tov Mwicea 8 mpoepnuevos
amp em x{’ .—* According to the Book of Joshua, he succeeded Moses for 27 years.”—

Strom. lib. i. xxi. I shall add, that, after the 27 years without any interval, Clemens
places the first Servitude of 8 years.

3 Chronol. p. ii.; canon, p. 111. Armenian copy. Venice, 1818.

§ P. 150, or Bonn Edit., 1829. Vol. i., p. 284.

|| Chronol. Compend. Ibid. vol. . p. 740. 9 Chap. v.
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As to the second chasm,beingthe years of Samuel’s administration, Josephus®
and Theophilus { both assign 12 years to it.

Moreover, Josephus, in two places,{ gives 612 years as the length of the
whole period from the Exodus to the foundation of the Temple, which is the
exact chronology of my tables, and it necessarily gives 27 years as the length of
the interval from the entrance to the first Servitude, and 12 years for Samuel.
St. Paul’s period of 450 years, Acts xiii. 20, also entirely harmonizes with the
length attributed to the first chasm of 27 years, since it will be seen in my
tables that the division was in B.c. 1593, and the death of Eli, B.c. 1143, the
interval being 450 years. Furthermore, I have the concurrence of Mr.
Clinton as to the length of both these chasms, as well as to the whole period of
612 years from the Exodus to the foundation of the Temple.—It is also
observable that this period proves itself by the internal evidence arising from the
number of 4 squares of 12 = 576 years from the Exodus, s.c. 1639, to the
taking of Jerusalem by David, s. c. 1063; whence to the foundation, s.c. 1027,
are 12 X 3 = 36 years. Again, as the Chronology of the Dedication flows
from that of the Foundation, we have evidence of the exact truth of my date of
the Dedication, B.c. 1019, in the great Jubilean series from Creation to that date
mentioned in the Appendix, § to which it were easy to add various other periods
equally exact, and by a reflex argument this again proves the accuracy of my
date of the Foundation and of the whole chronology prior to it.

I shall observe, in the next place, that Clemens, in the Stromata,|| gives the
chronology of the world from Creation to the death of Commodus a.c. 192,
and his sum total is 5818 years, being 148 more than the truth. Among the
particulars which make up this total are the following :—

YEARS, M.
From the Division of the land of Canaan to Samuel 463 7
Thence to the end of the Kings . . . . 572 6

Thence to the end of the kingdom of Persia . . 235
Throwing aside the odd months as being compensated
by deficiencies to an equal extent, the whole is . 1270 years,
Being the exact length of the period in my tables
from the entrance of Joshua into Canaan . B.c. 1599
To the end of the kingdom of Persia . . . 329
Equal to . . . . . . 1270 years.
Now in the particulars whxch make up the sum total of 1270 years in the

* Ant. vi. 13. 5. + Ad Autolychum, lib. iii. p. 266. Oxford, 1684.
1 Antiq. xx. 10. 1. Against Apion, ii. 2.
§ Page 523. |l Lib. i. xxi. p. 403. Potter.
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text of Clemens there is an error of excess of 26 years in the third period of
235, balanced by an equal error of deficiency in the first period. The
proof of this is, that if from the entrance of Joshua into Canaan, . ».c. 1599
we compute 463 4 26=489 years, we arrive at the accession of Saul 1110
The second period of Clemens being 572, brings us to the taking of

Babylon by the Medes and Persians . . . . . 538
Thence the third period of 235 years minus 26-209 terminates at the

end of the kingdom of Persia e e e e e e 329

The whole sum of this period, does thus exactly accord with the Chronology
of my Tables, while in filling it up, there are, as is usual in the works of the
ancient Chronographers, considerable anachronisms, not always, it is to be feared,
undesigned, but frequently introduced from the desire, among the learned in
ancient ages, to bar the gate of the temple of knowledge against the entrance of
the proraNE vuraar. The above period, as subdivided by Clemens himself,
will be found destitute of internal evidence, since the subdivisions do not touch
any remarkable eras in the sacred history, but by the correction which I have
offered it is sealed with the intrinsical evidence of truth.

If no other point were to arise from the discussion of the points noticed in
this Postscript, should it only convince the attentive reader of the great pains
and labour bestowed on the rectification of the Chronology, and that nothing has
been taken for granted, and that every difficulty has been probed to the very
bottom, it will not be in vain. .

April 22d, 1843,
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