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PREFACE. 

THE question respecting the Chronology, resolves itself, as 
was stated by Bishop Stillingfleet, nearly two centuries ago, 
into a very narrow space. '' The whole controversy concern­
" ing this part of the Chronology of the world, (viz. from the 
"Deluge to Abraham,) comes at last to this: Whether it be 
"more probable that the Jews, who lived under the Second 
" Temple, ( who were then the trustees, to whom were com- · 
"mitted the <WllCW of God,) whom the LXX. followed in 
" their version, bad the true reading, or the Talmudic Jews, 
"after their dispersion and banishment from their country, 
" when they were discarded by God himself from being his , 
" people, when he broke up house among them at the de­
" struction of Jerusalem and the Temple."• 

We possess two copies of the Old Testament, the Greek 
and Hebrew. The former was received by us from the primi­
tive apostolic Churches, wherein it was constantly used, and 
in whose assemblies it was publicly read. The latter was not 
in hands of the primitive apostolic Churches at all, nor was 
the Hebrew tongue known or studied by any of the primitive 
bishops till the time of Origen in the third century. There can 
be no question, indeed, that the Apostles themselves had the 
Hebrew text; but after their time, including at least a period of 
a century and a half to the age of Origen, it was in the exclu-

• Origines Sacrie, vol. ii. p,_150.
























































































































































































































































































